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June 16th, 2019                                          The Holy Trinity 
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.  If you are a guest or 

visitor with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with 
us again.  Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Gruoner, and we 
hope to see you again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter.  As the Music 
for  Meditation begins,  you are  invited to  join in quiet,  preparation time for 
worship.  Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord 
speak to you; after the service, speak to one another.

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting Three (Page 184) 
Opening Hymn: 506 “Glory Be to God the Father”
Sermon Hymn: 537 “Beautiful Savior”
Communion Hymn: 940 “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name”
Communion Hymn:  507 “Holy, Holy, Holy”
Communion Hymn:  953 “We All Believe in One True God”
Closing Hymn: 805 “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow”

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please e-mail prayer requests to Pastor Holtorf at gholtorf@bluevalley.net. 
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time. 
Robbie Oelschlager – chronic pain            Kelly & Quinn Rhoades  
Family of Dennis Peters 

Acolyte this Sunday - Conner Ohlde 
Acolyte next Sunday - Daniel Nabors 
Ushers this Sunday - *Eli Ohlde, Nathan Ohlde, Alec Tiemeyer, Andrew Tiemeyer 
Ushers next Sunday - *Aaron Stuenkel, John Bott, Lance Gerleve, Elijah Meier 
LYF mowing June 22 - Ryan Stuenkel & Elijah Meier 
LYF mowing June 28 - Ashley Gerleve & Liz Bott 

Upcoming Events

June 16 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion

June 23 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion

June 30 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion

Announcements

* This week many LWML ladies and men will be traveling to Mobile, Alabama 
for the 38th Biennial Convention.  Pray that they will have safe traveling.  The 
theme is “In Praise to the Lord.”  Each attendee will sing and rejoice in 
celebration of His Word, tell of His salvation for all, declare His glory among 
the nations, and go forth in His joy! You can watch this event on live 
streaming – go to LWML.org and click on convention live streaming.  The 
opening worship service is on Thursday, June 20th, at 7:30 p.m.  Gather your 
friends for a “watch” party or watch it at home. 

* Pastor Gruoner and Karlene would like to thank all from St. John who were 
able to join us for the afternoon reception at Zion for our 40th anniversary.  
Thank you also to those from the congregation who graced us with your cards, 
kind words of congratulations, and/or gifts.  We were blessed with a wonderful 
and memorable day.

* Shawna Spiehs has received the call to teach the 3rd Grade at Trinity Lutheran 
School in Utica, Michigan.  Please keep her in your prayers during these days 
of prayer and deliberation.

* The wedding banner used for Bailey and Sami (Meier) Joonas’ wedding has 
been donated to the church and is now among the other church banners. It is 
a beautiful banner, so keep it in mind to use during weddings held here!

* ENDOWMENT GIVING PROGRAM: St. John has about $7900 left in matching 
funds.  After July 15, both Zion and St. John members will be free to use the 
remainder of the these funds. Remember, your donation helps reduce the 
church's bill to the school.   Please prayerfully consider making a donation, 
which may be mailed to school or given to a Linn Lutheran staff member.

* Linn Lutheran School is accepting applications for a part-time classroom aide 
for the 2019-20 school year.  Contact the school office @348-5792 for more info 
and an application.  Linn Lutheran is a great place to grow!

* The Kansas Honor Flight is now one of the places you can direct your Thrivent 
Choice Dollars.  Many area veterans have enjoyed this well deserved trip to 
visit the monuments of our nation’s capital.   Every dollar donated to the 
Honor Flight goes to trip expenses to honor our veterans as the staff is 
completely volunteer.



THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and 
glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only 
bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one 
another.  Our Lord invites to His Table those who trust His words, repent all 
sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves 
us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily, 
according to Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and because Holy 
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any 
who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from 
that of this congregation and the Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod, are 
asked to refrain from communing with us until such a time as they are 
properly instructed. 

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is available 
from our Ushers or Elders.  If you would like to learn more about the 
Sacrament of the Altar and our confessional position, I would be happy to 
visit with you.  

  -Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 

In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following statements 
as part of your self-examination 

❑ I admit that I am a sinner. (1 John 1:8-10) 

❑ I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, from 
Satan and death. (Acts 4:10-12, John 14:6) 

❑ I desire to live as God wants me to.  (John 14:15, 1 John 2:6) 

❑ I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and rose 
again. (John 3:16, Romans 8:14 & 1 John 5:11-12) 

❑ I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and that 
with the bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood.  (Matthew 
26:26-28, Mark 4:22-24, 1 Cor. 10:16, 22:23ff, Luke 22:17-20) 

❑ I forgive those who have wronged me. 

Please email any announcements for the bulletin to Theresa at 
theresa_meier@yahoo.com by noon on Friday.

 

Introit 

Blessèd be the Holy Trinity and the undivided | Unity.* 
 Let us give glory to him because he has shown his mercy | to us. 

I have set the Lord always be- | fore me;* 
 because he is at my right hand, I shall not be | shaken. 
Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being re- | joices;* 
 my flesh also | dwells secure. 
For you will not abandon my soul | to Sheol,* 
 or let your holy one see cor- | ruption. 
You make known to me the | path of life;* 
 in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are   
 pleasures for- | evermore. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Blessèd be the Holy Trinity and the undivided | Unity.* 
 Let us give glory to him because he has shown his mercy | to us. 

Collect for The Holy Trinity 
Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us grace to acknowledge the 
glory of the eternal Trinity by the confession of a true faith and to worship 
the Unity in the power of the Divine Majesty. Keep us steadfast in this faith 
and defend us from all adversities; for You, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
live and reign, one God, now and forever. 

This week on KFUO.org, we continue through the book of Numbers on Thy 
Strong Word with host Rev. AJ Espinosa (weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT), study the 
truth in Genesis 39-42 on Sharper Iron (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), and dig into 
our Lutheran Confession in the Smalcald Articles on Concord Matters (6/18 at 
2:00 p.m. CT). Find these programs on demand at kfuo.org or wherever you get 
your podcasts!



Old Testament Reading: Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 
1 Does not wisdom call? 
 Does not understanding raise her voice? 
2 On the heights beside the way, 
 at the crossroads she takes her stand; 
3 beside the gates in front of the town, 
 at the entrance of the portals she cries aloud: 
4 “To you, O men, I call, 
 and my cry is to the children of man. . . . 
22 “The Lord possessed me at the beginning of his work, 
 the first of his acts of old. 
23 Ages ago I was set up, 
 at the first, before the beginning of the earth. 
24 When there were no depths I was brought forth, 
 when there were no springs abounding with water. 
25 Before the mountains had been shaped, 
 before the hills, I was brought forth, 
26 before he had made the earth with its fields, 
 or the first of the dust of the world. 
27 When he established the heavens, I was there; 
 when he drew a circle on the face of the deep, 
28 when he made firm the skies above, 
 when he established the fountains of the deep, 
29 when he assigned to the sea its limit, 
 so that the waters might not transgress his command, 
when he marked out the foundations of the earth, 
 30 then I was beside him, like a master workman, 
and I was daily his delight, 
 rejoicing before him always, 
31 rejoicing in his inhabited world 
 and delighting in the children of man.” 

Second Reading: Acts 2:14a, 22-36 
 14 Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, . . . 
 22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by 
God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your 
midst, as you yourselves know— 23 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite 
plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless 
men. 24 God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible 
for him to be held by it. 25 For David says concerning him, 

“‘I saw the Lord always before me, 
 for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken; 
26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 
 my flesh also will dwell in hope. 
27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 
 or let your Holy One see corruption. 
28 You have made known to me the paths of life; 
 you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 

 29 “Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he 
both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Being therefore a 
prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would set one 
of his descendants on his throne, 31 he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of 

the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption.      
32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 33 Being therefore 
exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of 
the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing.   
34 For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, 
“‘The Lord said to my Lord, 
Sit at my right hand, 
 35 until I make your enemies your footstool.’ 
36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both 
Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 

Gospel Reading: John 8:48-59 
 48 The Jews answered [Jesus], “Are we not right in saying that you are a 
Samaritan and have a demon?” 49 Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I 
honor my Father, and you dishonor me. 50 Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is 
One who seeks it, and he is the judge. 51 Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps 
my word, he will never see death.” 52 The Jews said to him, “Now we know that you 
have a demon! Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps my 
word, he will never taste death.’ 53 Are you greater than our father Abraham, who 
died? And the prophets died! Who do you make yourself out to be?” 54 Jesus 
answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, 
of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ 55 But you have not known him. I know him. If I 
were to say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and 
I keep his word. 56 Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw 
it and was glad.” 57 So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and 
have you seen Abraham?” 58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before 
Abraham was, I am.” 59 So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid 
himself and went out of the temple. 
________________________________________________________________ 

From “A Summary of the Christian Faith” by David Chytraeus (1568) 

The Father is the first person of the divinity who from eternity begot the co-eternal 
Son, His own image. He, along with the Son and the Holy Spirit, created all things 
out of nothing and preserves them 

The Son is the second person of the divinity, begotten from eternity by the Father 
and is the substantial and complete image of the eternal Father. This Son afterward 
became the Intercessor between God and the first people who fell and He was 
established as the Mediator. He assumed His human nature from the Virgin and 
became a sacrificial victim on our behalf. Through Him and for His sake alone does 
the eternal Father grant forgiveness of sin, justice and eternal life. 

The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity and proceeds from the Father and 
the Son from eternity. He fosters all things born and gives life to all in the original 
condition. Afterwards He is sent in all times to control the ministry of teaching in 
the Church and to give new life and to sanctify the hearts of the devout through the 
Gospel; that is, to kindle in them a new light of the true knowledge of God, a new 
consolation in all tribulations, and true righteousness, life and joy. 

* The quotation above is by David Chytraeus and is from his 1568 work A Summary of the 
Christian Faith. The English translation is by Rev. Dr. Richard Dinda and is published by 
Repristination Press. 



CATECHETICAL REVIEW 

Section 4 
CHRISTIAN QUESTIONS WITH THEIR ANSWERS* 

(Part 1) 

PREPARED BY DR. MARTIN LUTHER FOR THOSE WHO  
INTEND TO GO TO THE SACRAMENT 

 After confession and instruction in the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the 
Lord’s Prayer, and the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, the pastor 
may ask, or Christians may ask themselves these questions: 

1.  Do you believe that you are a sinner? 
Yes, I believe it. I am a sinner. 

2. How do you know this? 
From the Ten Commandments, which I have not kept. 

3. Are you sorry for your sins? 
Yes, I am sorry that I have sinned against God. 

4 What have you deserved from God because of your sins? 
His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation.  
See Rom. 6:21, 23. 

5. So you hope to be saved? 
Yes, that is my hope. 

6. In whom then do you trust? 
In my dear Lord Jesus Christ. 

7. Who is Christ? 
The Son of God, true God and man. 

8. How many Gods are there? 
Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

9. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him? 
He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the forgiveness  

 of sins. 

10. Did the Father also die for you? 
He did not. The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is    

 both true God and true man. He died for mean shed His blood for me. 

11. How do you know this? 
From the holy Gospel, from the words instituting the Sacrament, and by   

 His body and blood given me as a pledge in the Sacrament. 

* The “Christian Questions with Their Answers,” designating Luther as the author, first 
appeared in an edition of the Small Catechism in 1551. 
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“…before Abraham was, I am.”
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