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April 7, 2019                                     Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.  If you are a guest or 

visitor with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with 
us again.  Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Gruoner, and we 
hope to see you again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter.  As the Music 
for  Meditation begins,  you are  invited to  join in quiet,  preparation time for 
worship.  Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord 
speak to you; after the service, speak to one another.

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting One (Page 151) 
*Reminder:  Since we are in the season of Lent, we will forgo singing the Hymn of Praise  
(LSB 154-155) and substitute the Lenten response on LSB 157 

Opening Hymn: 913 “O Holy Spirit Enter In”
Sermon Hymn: 430 “My Song Is Love Unknown”
Communion Hymn: 435 “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain”
Communion Hymn: 699 “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say”
Communion Hymn: 740 “I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb” 
Closing Hymn: 918 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer”

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please e-mail prayer requests to Pastor Holtorf at gholtorf@bluevalley.net. 
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time. 
Robbie Oelschlager – chronic pain            Kelly & Quinn Rhoades         

Acolytes this Sunday - Camryn Beikmann & Riana Spiehs 
Acolytes Wednesday evening - Ella Thalmann & Ryan Stuenkel 
Acolytes next Sunday - Ayla Johnson & Aiden Spiehs 
Ushers this Sunday - *John Bott, Alec Tiemeyer, Jacob Bott, & Cody Ohlde 
Ushers next Sunday - *Evan Bott, Aaron Stuenkel, Cody Ohlde, & Tyler Ohlde 

Upcoming Events

April 7 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible class & Sunday school

April 10 2:00 p.m. Lenten Midweek 5 service at Zion, Linn
5:30 p.m. St. John Midweek
7:00 p.m. Lenten Midweek 5 service at St. John

April 12 7:30 p.m. Confirmation Questioning@Zion

April 14 9:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
NO Adult Bible class or Sunday school

April 17 5:30 p.m. St. John Midweek
8:00 p.m. Church Council Meeting

Announcements

* The following is a list of some important church meetings coming up:
* Wednesday, April 17th@8:00 p.m. - Church Council Meeting
* Sunday, April 28th@10:30 a.m. - Quarterly Voters Meeting

* Zion’s Men’s Club has invited St. John Men’s Club to join them in bowling Monday 
night, April 8th, starting at 7:00 p.m. at the Washington Bowling Alley.

* The Mixed Choir will be singing during this final Wednesday evening Lenten 
service on April 10th. Please arrive a half hour before the service begins in order to 
practice the hymn. Thank you!

* LWML will serve after the Lenten service at St. John this Wednesday, April 10th. 
Please bring 3 dozen cookies or bars to share.

* Bethlehem Lutheran of Bremen is having a German Heritage Dinner in their parish 
hall today from 4:30-7:00 p.m. A free will donation will be collected. Details, 
including the full menu, are posted in the hallway bulletin board.

* Our annual church Spring cleaning will take place on Saturday, April 13th, 
beginning at 8:30 a.m. If you cannot make it on Saturday, there will be cleaning 
lists posted, and you can stop by and clean earlier in the week.

* Pastor Holtorf will be officiating the Palm Sunday (and Confirmation) service on 
April 14th. We will be having that service at 9:30 a.m.

* Save the date: VBS will be held at St. John in the mornings from July 8th-12th!  
Stay tuned for more details about Splash Canyon later. If you have any questions or 
if you are willing and able to help with VBS (planning, gathering materials, 
decorating, working part or all of the days, etc.), please contact Theresa.



THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and 
glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only 
bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one 
another.  Our Lord invites to His Table those who trust His words, repent all 
sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves 
us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily, 
according to Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and because Holy 
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any 
who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from 
that of this congregation and the Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod, are 
asked to refrain from communing with us until such a time as they are 
properly instructed. 

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is available 
from our Ushers or Elders.  If you would like to learn more about the 
Sacrament of the Altar and our confessional position, I would be happy to 
visit with you.  

  -Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 

In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following statements 
as part of your self-examination 

❑ I admit that I am a sinner. (1 John 1:8-10) 

❑ I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, from 
Satan and death. (Acts 4:10-12, John 14:6) 

❑ I desire to live as God wants me to.  (John 14:15, 1 John 2:6) 

❑ I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and rose 
again. (John 3:16, Romans 8:14 & 1 John 5:11-12) 

❑ I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and that 
with the bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood.  (Matthew 
26:26-28, Mark 4:22-24, 1 Cor. 10:16, 22:23ff, Luke 22:17-20) 

❑ I forgive those who have wronged me. 

Please email any announcements for the bulletin to Theresa at 
theresa_meier@yahoo.com by noon on Friday.

 
Introit 

Salvation belongs | to the Lord;* 
 your blessing be on your | people! 

But you, O Lord, are a shield a- | bout me,* 
 my glory, and the lifter | of my head. 
I cried aloud | to the Lord,* 
 and he answered me from his | holy hill. 
I lay | down and slept;* 
 I woke again, for the Lord sus- | tained me. 
I will not be afraid of many thousands of | people* 
 who have set themselves against me | all around. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Salvation belongs | to the Lord;* 
 your blessing be on your | people! 

Collect for the Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your 
people that we may be governed and preserved evermore in body and 
soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Listen to Worldwide KFUO.org, your radio station for practical Lutheran talk, 
daily Bible and Confession studies, daily worship opportunities, and current 
issues from a Lutheran worldview. Programs are archived at KFUO.org for 24/7 
on-demand listening. You can also find our programming wherever you get your 
podcasts! Have a question or comment? Find us at @KFUOradio on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram.

This week on KFUO.org, we celebrate National Volunteer Month with a Short Term 
Missionary Team on The Coffee Hour (3/10 at 9:15 a.m. CT), near the end of our study 
of Ezekiel on Thy Strong Word (weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT), and continue our study 
of Genesis 13-15 on Sharper Iron (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT). Find your favorite 
programs on demand at kfuo.org or wherever you get your podcasts!



Old Testament Reading: 
Isaiah 43:16-21 

16 Thus says the Lord, 
 who makes a way in the sea, 
 a path in the mighty waters, 
17 who brings forth chariot and horse, 
 army and warrior; 
they lie down, they cannot rise, 
 they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 
18 “Remember not the former things, 
 nor consider the things of old. 
19 Behold, I am doing a new thing; 
 now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
I will make a way in the wilderness 
 and rivers in the desert. 
20 The wild beasts will honor me, 
 the jackals and the ostriches, 
for I give water in the wilderness, 
 rivers in the desert, 
to give drink to my chosen people, 
 21 the people whom I formed for myself 
that they might declare my praise.” 

Epistle Reading: 
Philippians 3:8-14 

 8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth 
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of 
all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 
and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes 
from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10 that I may know him 
and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, 
becoming like him in his death, 11 that by any means possible I may 
attain the resurrection from the dead. 
 12 Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I 
press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 
13 Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing 
I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 
14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in 
Christ Jesus. 

Gospel Reading: 
Luke 20:9-20 

 9 [Jesus] began to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a 
vineyard and let it out to tenants and went into another country for a long 
while. 10 When the time came, he sent a servant to the tenants, so that 
they would give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants 
beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 11 And he sent another 
servant. But they also beat and treated him shamefully, and sent him 
away empty-handed. 12 And he sent yet a third. This one also they 
wounded and cast out. 13 Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What 
shall I do? I will send my beloved son; perhaps they will respect him.’ 14 
But when the tenants saw him, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. 
Let us kill him, so that the inheritance may be ours.’ 15 And they threw 
him out of the vineyard and killed him. What then will the owner of the 
vineyard do to them? 16 He will come and destroy those tenants and give 
the vineyard to others.” When they heard this, they said, “Surely not!” 17 
But he looked directly at them and said, “What then is this that is written: 
 ‘The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the cornerstone’? 
18 Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, and when it 
falls on anyone, it will crush him.” 
 19 The scribes and the chief priests sought to lay hands on him at 
that very hour, for they perceived that he had told this parable against 
them, but they feared the people. 20 So they watched him and sent spies, 
who pretended to be sincere, that they might catch him in something he 
said, so as to deliver him up to the authority and jurisdiction of the 
governor. 
__________________________________________________________ 

From Martin Luther’s 1528 Confession of Faith 

As to pictures, bells, vestments, churchly ornaments, altars, candles and 
the like, I regard them as coming within the domain of liberty; whoever 
wishes, may omit them. Although pictures representing Scriptural 
scenes and scenes from reliable history are very useful, yet I regard 
their use as free and optional; for I do not side with the iconoclasts. 

*from The Distinctive Doctrines of the Different Christian Confessions in the Light of the Word 
of God  by Karl Graul (1814-1864). The 1897 English translation by D. M. Martens is in the 
public domain. 



CATECHETICAL REVIEW 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM 
as the Head of the Family Should Teach It in a Simple Way to His Household. 

THIRD 
How can water do such great things? 
Certainly not just water, but the word of God in and with the water does 

these things, along with the faith which trusts this word of God in the water. 
For without God’s word the water is plain water and no Baptism. But with the 
word of God it is a Baptism, that is, a life-giving water, rich in grace, and a 
washing of the new birth in the Holy Spirit, as St. Paul says in Titus, chapter 
three: 

“He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy 
Spirit, whom He poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 
so that, having been justified by His grace, we might become heirs having the 
hope of eternal life. This is a trustworthy saying.” [Titus 3:5-8] 

—————————————————————————————————————— 

“Behold the Man” 
  

2019 Midweek Lenten Worship 
Each Wednesday in Lent beginning March 6 

  
Afternoon Services – 2:00 @ Zion, Linn 

Evening Services @ 7:00 pm as printed below 
  

“Behold the Man!” 
  

The short, yet powerful words of Pontius Pilate. 
  

As we move through this season of Lent, we will look upon this 
man, Jesus of Nazareth, God Himself.  Our prayer is that as we 
do, the Spirit will make it increasingly clear why God became 

man – to live this physical life among us in order to be nailed to 
a cross for us. 

  
Come!  Behold the man! Who has led the way for us through 

Death to our own physical resurrection and everlasting life as the 
Father’s own!  What could be more incentive than that to gather 

Together once more at the cross. 
  

Ash Wednesday w/Holy Communion – March 6 – Zion, Linn 
Lenten Midweek 1 – March 13 – St. John, Palmer 
Lenten Midweek 2 – March 20 – Immanuel, Linn 

Lenten Midweek 3 – March 27 – Zion, Linn 
Lenten Midweek 4 – April 3 – Bethlehem, Greenleaf 

Lenten Midweek 5 – April 10 – St. John, Palmer 

 

 April 7, 2019
The Fifth Sunday in Lent

St. John Ev. Lutheran Church

304 National Road

Palmer, Kansas 66962

Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor

And they cast Him out of the vineyard 
and killed Him.
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