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March 17, 2019                                 Second Sunday in Lent 
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.  If you are a guest or 

visitor with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with 
us again.  Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Gruoner, and we 
hope to see you again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter.  As the Music 
for  Meditation begins,  you are  invited to  join in quiet,  preparation time for 
worship.  Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord 
speak to you; after the service, speak to one another.

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting Three (Page 184) 

*Reminder:  Since we are in the season of Lent, we forego singing the Gloria in 
Excelsis (LSB 187-189) and the Triple Alleluia (LSB 190) 

Opening Hymn: 908 “Lord, Open Now My Heart to Hear”
Sermon Hymn: 438 “A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth”
Communion Hymn: 420 “Christ, the Life of All the Living”
Communion Hymn: 622 “Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared”
Communion Hymn: 619 “Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior” 
Closing Hymn: 917 “Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise”

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please e-mail prayer requests to Pastor Holtorf at gholtorf@bluevalley.net. 
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time. 
Robbie Oelschlager – chronic pain          Kay Bott – cancer recovery  
Henry Maseman - congestive heart failure         

Acolytes this Sunday - Claire Beikmann & Aiden Spiehs 
Acolytes next Sunday - Sophia Bott & Conner Ohlde 
Ushers this Sunday - *Eli Thalmann, John Bott, Aaron Stuenkel, & Evan Bott 
Ushers next Sunday - *Trey Voelker, Brady Kolle, Lance Gerleve, & Jacob Bott 

Upcoming Events

March 17 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible class & Sunday school

March 20 2:00 p.m. Lenten Midweek 2 service at Zion, Linn
5:30 p.m. St. John Midweek
7:00 p.m. Lenten Midweek 2 service at Immanuel

March 24 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible class & Sunday school

March 27 2:00 p.m. Lenten Midweek 3 service at Zion, Linn
5:30 p.m. St. John Midweek
7:00 p.m. Lenten Midweek 3 service at Zion

Announcements

* The Call Committee has narrowed the field of candidates and  is considering 
interviewing the final group of pastors.  The members of the congregation 
have the right to submit questions that they would like addressed to the Call 
Committee.  Please contact one of the Elders to have them submitted.

* The Ash Wednesday special offering will be collected next Sunday, March 24th, 
and will be directed towards the church extension fund. 

* St. Peter’s Lutheran, south of Barnes, has rescheduled the spaghetti dinner to 
March 24, serving from 11:00-1:00.  Pasta, salad, bread sticks, and dessert will 
be available.  Free-will donation for local food banks and Orphan Grain Train.  
Hope to see many of you at St. Peters for dinner and visiting.

* Thrivent Choice Dollars expire Sunday, March 31.  Because they expire on a 
Sunday and Thrivent is closed that weekend, online is the only option to 
designate your Choice Dollars those two days.  Only about 1/3 of Thrivent 
members take advantage of this, which means charities lose 2/3 of the 
Thrivent Choice Dollars.  There are two ways to direct your Choice Dollars.: go 
to www.thriventchoice.com or call 1-800-847-4836 and say “choice dollars” at 
automation.

* Just a reminder: our church website has the bulletin uploaded weekly, as well 
as a weekly sermon written by Pastor Holtorf that is based on the text. 
Announcements are posted on the website, and there are many useful links to 
other Lutheran websites and devotions to keep you informed and well-“fed” 
with the Word throughout the week.



THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and 
glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only 
bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one 
another.  Our Lord invites to His Table those who trust His words, repent all 
sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves 
us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily, 
according to Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and because Holy 
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any 
who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from 
that of this congregation and the Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod, are 
asked to refrain from communing with us until such a time as they are 
properly instructed. 

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is available 
from our Ushers or Elders.  If you would like to learn more about the 
Sacrament of the Altar and our confessional position, I would be happy to 
visit with you.  

  -Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 

In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following statements 
as part of your self-examination 

❑ I admit that I am a sinner. (1 John 1:8-10) 

❑ I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, from 
Satan and death. (Acts 4:10-12, John 14:6) 

❑ I desire to live as God wants me to.  (John 14:15, 1 John 2:6) 

❑ I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and rose 
again. (John 3:16, Romans 8:14 & 1 John 5:11-12) 

❑ I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and that 
with the bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood.  (Matthew 
26:26-28, Mark 4:22-24, 1 Cor. 10:16, 22:23ff, Luke 22:17-20) 

❑ I forgive those who have wronged me. 

Please email any announcements for the bulletin to Theresa at 
theresa_meier@yahoo.com by noon on Friday.

Introit 

For zeal for your house has con- | sumed me,* 
 and the reproaches of those who reproach you have fall- | en on me. 

O God, why do you cast us off for- | ever?* 
 Why does your anger smoke against the sheep of your | pasture? 
Remember your congregation, which you have purchased of old, which you 
have redeemed to be the tribe of your | heritage!* 
 Remember Mount Zion, where | you have dwelt. 
Direct your steps to the perpetual | ruins;* 
 the enemy has destroyed everything in the sanctu- | ary! 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

For zeal for your house has con- | sumed me,* 
 and the reproaches of those who reproach you have fall- | en on me. 

Collect for the Second Sunday in Lent 
O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power 
defend us from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil 
thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

Listen to Worldwide KFUO.org, your radio station for practical Lutheran talk, 
daily Bible and Confession studies, daily worship opportunities, and current 
issues from a Lutheran worldview. Programs are archived at KFUO.org for 24/7 
on-demand listening. You can also find our programming wherever you get your 
podcasts! Have a question or comment? Find us at @KFUOradio  on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram.

This week on KFUO.org, hear from Tim Young Eagle of Lutheran Indian 
Ministries on The Coffee Hour about the future of Native Ministry (3/18 at 9:00 
a.m. CT), get in depth in Genesis chapters 4-7 on the Sharper Iron Series “In the 
Beginning was the Truth” (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), continue in our study of 
Ezekiel on Thy Strong Word (weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT), and worship with us 
during midweek Lent Worship broadcast from Peace Lutheran Barracksview in 
St. Louis, MO (3/20 at 11:00 a.m. CT). Find your favorite programs on demand at 
kfuo.org!



Old Testament Reading: 
Jeremiah 26:8-15 
 8When Jeremiah had finished speaking all that the Lord had commanded 
him to speak to all the people, then the priests and the prophets and all the 
people laid hold of him, saying, “You shall die! 9Why have you prophesied in 
the name of the Lord, saying, ‘This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall 
be desolate, without inhabitant’?” And all the people gathered around Jeremiah 
in the house of the Lord. 
 10When the officials of Judah heard these things, they came up from the 
king’s house to the house of the Lord and took their seat in the entry of the New 
Gate of the house of the Lord. 11Then the priests and the prophets said to the 
officials and to all the people, “This man deserves the sentence of death, because 
he has prophesied against this city, as you have heard with your own ears.” 
 12Then Jeremiah spoke to all the officials and all the people, saying, “The 
Lord sent me to prophesy against this house and this city all the words you have 
heard. 13Now therefore mend your ways and your deeds, and obey the voice of 
the Lord your God, and the Lord will relent of the disaster that he has 
pronounced against you. 14But as for me, behold, I am in your hands. Do with 
me as seems good and right to you. 15Only know for certain that if you put me 
to death, you will bring innocent blood upon yourselves and upon this city and 
its inhabitants, for in truth the Lord sent me to you to speak all these words in 
your ears.” 

Epistle Reading: 
Philippians 3:17-4:1 
 17Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk 
according to the example you have in us. 18For many, of whom I have often told 
you and now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. 
19Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, 
with minds set on earthly things. 20But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it 
we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21who will transform our lowly body 
to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all 
things to himself. 
 1Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, 
stand firm thus in the Lord, my beloved. 

Gospel Reading: 
Luke 13:31-35 
 31At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus], “Get away 
from here, for Herod wants to kill you.” 32And he said to them, “Go and tell 
that fox, ‘Behold, I cast out demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and 
the third day I finish my course. 33Nevertheless, I must go on my way today and 
tomorrow and the day following, for it cannot be that a prophet should perish 
away from Jerusalem.’ 34O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets 
and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your 
children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you would 
not! 35Behold, your house is forsaken. And I tell you, you will not see me until 
you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!’” 

CATECHETICAL REVIEW 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
as the Head of the Family Should Teach It in a Simple Way to His Household. 

The Fourth Petition: 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
What does this mean? God certainly gives daily bread to everyone without 

our prayers, even to all evil people, but we pray in this petition that God would 
lead us to realize this and to receive our daily bread with thanksgiving. 

What is meant by daily bread? Daily bread includes everything that has to 
do with the support and needs of the body, such as food, drink, clothing, 
shoes, house, home, land, animals, money, goods, a devout husband or wife, 
devout children, devout workers, devout and faithful rulers, good government, 
good weather, peace, health, self-control, good reputation, good friends, 
faithful neighbors, and the like. 

The Fifth Petition: 
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
What does this mean? We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven 

would not look at our sins, or deny our prayer because of them. We are neither 
worthy of the things for which we pray, nor have we deserved them, but we ask 
that He would give them all to us by grace, for we daily sin much and surely 
deserve nothing but punishment. So we too will sincerely forgive and gladly do 
good to those who sin against us. 

____________________________________________________________________ 

From Martin Luther’s 1528 Confession of Faith 

 As to anointing with oil, if this were done according to the Gospel, Mark 
6:13 and James 5:14, I would let it pass; but to make a sacrament of it will not 
do. For just as instead of vigils and masses for the soul we might preach a 
sermon concerning death and eternal life, and thus, in connection with the 
burial of the dead, pray and meditate on our end (as the ancients seem to have 
done), so also it were well to visit the sick, pray with them and admonish them, 
and if any one wishes besides this to anoint them with oil they should have 
liberty to do so in God's name. 

*from The Distinctive Doctrines of the Different Christian Confessions in the Light of the Word 
of God  by Karl Graul (1814-1864). The 1897 English translation by D. M. Martens is in the 
public domain. 



“Behold the Man” 
  

2019 Midweek Lenten Worship 
Each Wednesday in Lent beginning March 6 

  
Afternoon Services – 2:00 @ Zion, Linn 

Evening Services @ 7:00 pm as printed below 
  

“Behold the Man!” 
  

The short, yet powerful words of Pontius Pilate. 
  

As we move through this season of Lent, we will look upon this 
man, Jesus of Nazareth, God Himself.  Our prayer is that as we 
do, the Spirit will make it increasingly clear why God became 

man – to live this physical life among us in order to be nailed to 
a cross for us. 

  
Come!  Behold the man! Who has led the way for us through 

Death to our own physical resurrection and everlasting life as the 
Father’s own!  What could be more incentive than that to gather 

Together once more at the cross. 
  

Ash Wednesday w/Holy Communion – March 6 – Zion, Linn 
Lenten Midweek 1 – March 13 – St. John, Palmer 
Lenten Midweek 2 – March 20 – Immanuel, Linn 

Lenten Midweek 3 – March 27 – Zion, Linn 
Lenten Midweek 4 – April 3 – Bethlehem, Greenleaf 

Lenten Midweek 5 – April 10 – St. John, Palmer 

 

 

 March 17, 2019
The Second Sunday in Lent

St. John Ev. Lutheran Church

304 National Road

Palmer, Kansas 66962

Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem! 
How often I wanted 

to  gather  your children together.


