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November 24, 2019                     Last Sunday of the Church Year 
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.  If you are a guest or 

visitor with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with 
us again.  Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Gruoner, and we 
hope to see you again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter.  As the Music 
for  Meditation begins,  you are  invited to  join in quiet,  preparation time for 
worship.  Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord 
speak to you; after the service, speak to one another.

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting Three (Page 184) 
Opening Hymn: 525 “Crown Him with Many Crowns”
Sermon Hymn: 550 “Lamb of God”
Distribution Hymn: 613 “To Thee, Omniscient Lord of All”
Distribution Hymn: 620 “Jesus Come Today with Healing”
Distribution Hymn: 687 “Thine Forever, God of Love” 
Closing Hymn: 537 “Beautiful Savior”

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please e-mail prayer requests to Pastor Holtorf at gholtorf@bluevalley.net. 
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time. 
Robbie Oelschlager – chronic pain     Kelly & Quinn Rhoades 

Acolyte this Sunday - Aiden Sweet 
Acolyte next Sunday - Noah Thalmann 
Ushers this Sunday - *Eli Ohlde, Elijah Meier, Trey Voelker, & Brady Kolle 
Ushers next Sunday - *Brett Peters, Jacob Bott, Evan Bott, & Andrew Tiemeyer 

Please email any announcements for the bulletin to Theresa at 
theresa_meier@yahoo.com by noon on Friday.

Upcoming Events

November 24 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class & Sunday School

November 27 5:30 p.m. Midweek
7:00 p.m. Thanksgiving Service

December 1 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class
9:45-10:05 a.m. Preschool Sunday School
9:45-10:30 a.m. Christmas Eve Program Practice

December 4 5:30 p.m. Midweek
7:00 p.m. Midweek Advent 1 Service at Zion, Linn

December 8 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class
9:45-10:05 a.m. Preschool Sunday School
9:45-10:30 a.m. Christmas Eve Program Practice

Announcements

* St. John has extended a Call to Pastor Joshua Hayes of Boulder, Colorado. 
Please keep him and St. John in your prayers as he deliberates the Call.

* Mixed Choir will sing during the Thanksgiving service on Wednesday evening. 
Please meet at 6:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall to practice prior to the service. 
Additionally, Mixed Choir will NOT meet on Wednesday evenings in December 
since it would conflict with attending midweek Advent services.

* The Sunday school kids will finish out November with the normal Sunday 
school schedule. Starting next Sunday, December 1st, they will start having 
Christmas Eve Program practice in place of Sunday school. Preschool will still 
meet for Sunday school from 9:45-10:05 a.m. and then join the program 
practice until 10:30 p.m. There will be Saturday practices on December 14th 
and 21st from 9:00-10:30 a.m. with the Preschool attending from 10:00-10:30.

* All midweek Advent services (December 4th, 11th, and 18th) will be held at 
7:00 p.m. at Zion Lutheran Church in Linn.

* Looking ahead, mark your calendars for these upcoming meetings/events:
* Thursday, January 2nd at 7:00 p.m. - Church Council Meeting
* Sunday, January 12th at 10:30 a.m. - Quarterly Voters Meeting
* Sunday, January 12th at 11:45 a.m. - New Member Potluck



THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad 
confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and 
wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins 
and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord invites to 
His Table those who trust His words, repent all sins, and set aside any refusal to 
forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death 
until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily, 
according to Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and because Holy 
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who 
are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of 
this congregation and the Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod, are asked to refrain 
from communing with us until such a time as they are properly instructed. 

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is available 
from our Ushers or Elders.  If you would like to learn more about the Sacrament 
of the Altar and our confessional position, I would be happy to visit with you.  

  -Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 

In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following statements as 
part of your self-examination 

❑ I admit that I am a sinner. (1 John 1:8-10) 

❑ I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, from 
Satan and death. (Acts 4:10-12, John 14:6) 

❑ I desire to live as God wants me to.  (John 14:15, 1 John 2:6) 

❑ I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and rose again. 
(John 3:16, Romans 8:14 & 1 John 5:11-12) 

❑ I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and that with 
the bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood.  (Matthew 26:26-28, Mark 
4:22-24, 1 Cor. 10:16, 22:23ff, Luke 22:17-20) 

❑ I forgive those who have wronged me. 

_________________________________________________ 

This week on KFUO.org, celebrate Thanksgiving with special episodes 
of Sharper Iron studying the theme of thanksgiving in God’s Word 
(11/27-11/29 at 8:00 a.m. CT), hear words of comfort on Moments of 
Assurance (weekdays at 12:00 p.m. CT), and hear about mental health 
topics with Deaconess Heidi Goehmann on The Coffee Hour’s Mental 
Health Monday (11/25 at 9:00 a.m. CT). Find these programs on demand 
at kfuo.org! 

 

Introit 

Let all the earth | fear the Lord;* 
 let all the inhabitants of the world stand in | awe of him! 

Come, bless the Lord, all you servants | of the Lord,* 
 who stand by night in the house | of the Lord! 
Lift up your hands to the | holy place* 
 and | bless the Lord! 
May the Lord bless you from | Zion,* 
 he who made | heaven and earth! 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Let all the earth | fear the Lord;* 
 let all the inhabitants of the world stand in | awe of him! 

Collect for the Last Sunday of the Church Year 
Lord Jesus Christ, You reign among us by the preaching of Your 
cross. Forgive Your people their offenses that we, being governed by 
Your bountiful goodness, may enter at last into Your eternal paradise; 
for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

As We Gather…     
God in His Word presents the world’s Savior in an unusual way – as a King 
who dies for His people on a cross!  And the world scoffs, “Really?”  And 
God answers, “Yes, really!  And because of this Jesus, all who believe Him 
shall not die in their sin but be forgiven of them by God and live, even after 
death.”  And the world (we too as we look at our sins) scoffs:  “Really?”  
And God answers, “Really!” 



Old Testament Reading: Malachi 3:13-18 
 13 “Your words have been hard against me, says the Lord. But you 
say, ‘How have we spoken against you?’ 14 You have said, ‘It is vain to 
serve God. What is the profit of our keeping his charge or of walking as 
in mourning before the Lord of hosts? 15 And now we call the arrogant 
blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but they put God to the test and they 
escape.’” 
 16 Then those who feared the Lord spoke with one another. The Lord 
paid attention and heard them, and a book of remembrance was written 
before him of those who feared the Lord and esteemed his name.            
17 “They shall be mine, says the Lord of hosts, in the day when I make up 
my treasured possession, and I will spare them as a man spares his son 
who serves him. 18 Then once more you shall see the distinction between 
the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who 
does not serve him.” 

Epistle Reading: Colossians 1:13-20 
 13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred 
us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, 
the forgiveness of sins. 
 15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.   
16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all 
things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the 
body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in 
everything he might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God 
was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his 
cross. 

Gospel Reading: Luke 23:27-43 
 27 And there followed [Jesus] a great multitude of the people and of 
women who were mourning and lamenting for him. 28 But turning to 
them Jesus said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep 
for yourselves and for your children. 29 For behold, the days are coming 
when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs that never 
bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 30 Then they will begin to say to 
the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31 For if they do 
these things when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 

 32 Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death 
with him. 33 And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, 
there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on 
his left. 34 And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what 
they do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments. 35 And the people 
stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved 
others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 
36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 
37 and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 There 
was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 
 39 One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are 
you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, 
saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 
condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due 
reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 And he 
said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43 And 
he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in 
Paradise.” 

_________________________________________________ 

From “Elements of Religion” (1894)  
by Henry Eyster Jacobs 

 No earthly kingdom has been organized upon a plan so minute and 
far-reaching as that of the Kingdom of God. Redemption was in prospect in 
all God’s dispositions for the world that preceded Christ’s Coming. Every 
soul that came into this world, after the Fall, came with reference to the 
execution of some part connected with the ultimate application of 
Redemption. The Cross casts it shadow forward in the morning, as well as 
backward in the evening of this world’s history. Every event of the old 
world, if it could be read, was a prophecy of Christ’s Coming, and a link in 
the chain, whereby God was bringing to fallen men the riches of His love. 
Everything was preparatory to the Kingdom of God. (page 118) 

* For information on Elements of Religion and other books available from Repristination 
Press, visit www.scholia.net. 



 
CATECHETICAL REVIEW 

An Explanation of the Small Catechism 
The Ten Commandments 

 41. What do the first three commandments (the First Table) show us 
about ourselves? 

 That we have sinned and deserve God’s condemnation. 
132 Romans 3:22-23 - There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the   

    glory of God. 

 42. Who alone has kept the Law of God perfectly? 
 Only Jesus Christ, the God-man. 
133 John 8:46 - “Can any of you prove Me guilty of sin?” 
134 Hebrews 4:15 - We do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with   

    our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we   
    are - yet without sin. 

 43. How does Christ’s perfect keeping of the Law benefit us? 
 Since Christ was our substitute before God, our Savior’s perfect keeping of the Law 

is part of His saving work for us, and because of Him we are considered righteous 
before God. 

135 Galatians 4:4-5 - When the time had fully come, God sent His Son, born of a   
    woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the   
    full rights of sons. 

 44. Besides showing us our sin, what else does God’s Law do for us? 
 In the Ten Commandments, God shows us what His will is. Christians, by the 

power of the Holy Spirit, are eager to do God’s will. 
136 1 Thessalonians 4:3 - It is God’s will that you should be sanctified. 

 45. What is the summary of commandments 4-10 (Second Table)? 
 “Love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:39). 

 46. Who is our neighbor? 
 All people are our neighbors. 
137 Galatians 6:10 - As we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially   

    to those who belong to the family of believers. 
138 Matthew 5:44 - Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you. 
   Bible narrative: The good Samaritan showed mercy to his neighbor (Luke 

10:25-37).   

 47. How should we love our neighbor? 
 We should love our neighbor as ourselves and show this love by keeping the 

commandments of the Second Table. 
139 Matthew 7:12 - In everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, 

    for this sums up the Law and the Prophets. 

 

 November 24, 2019
Last Sunday of the Church Year

St. John Ev. Lutheran Church

304 National Road

Palmer, Kansas 66962

Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor

“…making peace by the blood of His cross.”
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