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May 26, 2019                                             Ascension Sunday 
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.  If you are a guest or 

visitor with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with 
us again.  Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Gruoner, and we 
hope to see you again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter.  As the Music 
for  Meditation begins,  you are  invited to  join in quiet,  preparation time for 
worship.  Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord 
speak to you; after the service, speak to one another.

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting Three (Page 184) 
Opening Hymn: 493 “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing”
Sermon Hymn: 763 “When Peace Like a River”
Closing Hymn: 821 “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please e-mail prayer requests to Pastor Holtorf at gholtorf@bluevalley.net. 
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time. 
Robbie Oelschlager – chronic pain            Kelly & Quinn Rhoades 
Landon Ohlde         

Acolyte this Sunday - Aiden Spiehs 
Acolyte next Sunday - Ayla Johnson 
Ushers this Sunday - *John Bott, Ryan Stuenkel, Tyler Ohlde, & Lance Gerleve 
Ushers next Sunday - *Eli Thalmann, Evan Bott, Tyler Ohlde, & Cody Ohlde 
LYF mowing May 25 - Sophia Bott & Liz Bott 
LYF mowing June 1 - Ella & Eli Thalmann 

Please email any announcements for the bulletin to Theresa at 
theresa_meier@yahoo.com by noon on Friday.

Upcoming Events

May 26 8:30 a.m. Divine Service - NO Holy Communion

June 2 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
1:00-3:00 p.m. Open House for Gruoners at Zion

June 9 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
7:30 p.m. Voters Mtg for purpose of Calling a Pastor

Announcements
* A special collection on June 2nd will be taken for Nebraska Flood Relief. 

* Mixed Choir will be singing next Sunday, June 2nd. Please meet in the fellowship 
hall at 8:00 a.m. to practice before the service.

* Please take note of the special Voters Meeting that will be held on Sunday, June 
9th, for the purpose of Calling a Pastor. 

* A big “Thank you!” to everyone who taught Sunday School this past year! Special 
thanks goes to David Beikmann for taking over Kids’ Choir in January and also to 
Theresa Meier and Renae Bott for teaching the majority of the year! Remember to 
mark your calendars for VBS here at St. John July 8th-12th. Have a wonderful 
summer!!!

* ENDOWMENT GIVING PROGRAM: St. John's has approximately $8900 left in 
matching funds.  After July 15, both Zion and St. John's members will be free to use 
the remainder of the these funds. Remember, your donation helps reduce the 
church's bill to the school.   Please prayerfully consider making a donation today.  
Your donations may be mailed to the school or given to a Linn Lutheran staff 
member.

* Please help Pastor and Karlene Gruoner celebrate 40 years in ministry and marriage 
by attending an open house in their honor on Sunday, June 2nd, at Zion in Linn, 
from 1-3 p.m; there will be a door offering to benefit the Orphan Grain Train. Cards 
may be sent to P.O. Box 343, Linn, KS 66953.

* Linn Lutheran School is accepting applications for a part-time classroom aide for 
the 2019-20 school year.  Contact the school office @348-5792 for more info and an 
application.  Linn Lutheran is a great place to grow!

* Do you have a child beginning Preschool in the Fall? They can also begin Sunday 
School! Please message or call Ann Ohlde at 632-0127 to sign up.

* The Kansas Honor Flight is now one of the places you can direct your Thrivent 
Choice Dollars.  Many area veterans have enjoyed this well deserved trip to visit the 
monuments of our nation’s capital.   Every dollar donated to the Honor Flight goes 
to trip expenses to honor our veterans as the staff is completely volunteer.



ASCENSION DAY  
Acts 1:1-11 

(THURSDAY AFTER THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER) 

 Then He led them out as far as Bethany, and living up His hands     
 He blessed them. While He blessed them, He parted from them     
 and was carried up into heaven. Luke 24:50-51 

 For forty days Jesus appeared to others and “He had given commands 
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom He had chosen” (Acts 1:2). 
Several times He disappeared from their sight, but this time at Bethany He 
disappeared in such a way that they knew they had seen Him for the last time. 
He was “taken up.” A cloud came and took Him out of their sight. 
 This doesn’t necessarily mean that God’s kingdom is somewhere above us 
in space, but that when God created the heavens above us, He gave us a 
reminder of His kingdom’s immenseness and majesty, of the light and clarity 
there. It’s natural for us to look up when we lift our hearts to God. God is “up 
there;” Hi throne is above us. All these are pictures, but pictures that tell the 
truth, pictures that God has drawn in His creation with His own hand. For this 
reason, Christ also chose, when He disappeared for the last time, to do it in 
such a way that the disciples would understand He had returned to His Father 
in heaven. It is naive, however, to believe that God’s kingdom is “up there 
somewhere,” and if we traveled far enough into space, we should be able to 
get a glimpse of God.  
 The Lord’s ascension is a milestone in world history. Christ sits at the 
Father’s side and resumes full divine qualities. He is now the omnipresent 
Savior, who can intervene anywhere with His saving presence. He leads His 
Church on earth and has given His witnesses the power to witness “in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8). 
It’s because of what happened on that day on the Mount of Olives outside of 
Bethany that we now know our Savior Jesus Christ, can pray to Him, and 
belong to Him. 

 So, I pledge allegiance to You, Lord, my heavenly King. You are     
  enthroned above us all. You rule in Your kingdom. You are     
  praised by all the heavenly hosts - and at the same time,      
  You also descended to us and walked among us to seek      
  out those who are lost. I thank You for Your power and glory     
  that is only a portion of Your immense love that You share     
  with lavish kindness so we can rejoice and share with You     
  the joy of living in Your Father’s presence. 

Introit 

God has gone up | with a shout,* 
 the Lord with the sound of a | trumpet. 

The Lord says to my Lord: “Sit at my | right hand,* 
 until I make your enemies your | footstool.” 
The Lord has sworn and will not | change his mind,* 
 “You are a priest forever after the order of Mel- | chizedek.” 
The Lord is at your | right hand;* 
 he will shatter kings on the day | of his wrath. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

God has gone up | with a shout,* 
 the Lord with the sound of a | trumpet. 

Collect for Ascension Sunday 
Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
ascended into the heavens, so may we also ascend in heart and mind and 
continually dwell there with Him, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

This week on KFUO.org, we remember all those who have fought for our 
freedom during this Memorial Day Holiday. Study the Truth in Genesis 29-31 on 
Sharper Iron with Rev. Jonathan Fisk and guest pastors (Tu-Fr at 8:00 a.m. CT), 
learn about service opportunities with the Lutheran Young Adult Corps 
Volunteer on The Coffee Hour (5/30 at 9:00 a.m. CT), and dig into John 16-20 on 
Thy Strong Word with Rev. AJ Espinosa and guest pastors (weekdays at 11:00 
a.m. CT). Find these programs on demand at kfuo.org!



First Reading:  
Acts 1:1-11 
 1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus 
began to do and teach, 2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had 
given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had 
chosen. 3 To them he presented himself alive after his suffering by many 
proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the 
kingdom of God. 
 4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from 
Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you 
heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
 6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you 
at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not 
for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own 
authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9 And when he had said these 
things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him 
out of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, 
behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and said, “Men of 
Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was 
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw 
him go into heaven.” 

Epistle Reading:  
Ephesians 1:15-23  
 15 For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord 
Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 16 I do not cease to give thanks 
for you, remembering you in my prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of 
revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts 
enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called 
you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and 
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, 
according to the working of his great might 20 that he worked in Christ 
when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 
heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but 
also in the one to come. 22 And he put all things under his feet and gave 
him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is his body, the 
fullness of him who fills all in all. 

Gospel Reading:  
Luke 24:44-53 
 44 Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to 
you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the 
Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.”          
45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to 
them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third 
day rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins 
should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And behold, I am 
sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you 
are clothed with power from on high.” 
 50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he 
blessed them. 51 While he blessed them, he parted from them and was 
carried up into heaven. 52 And they worshiped him and returned to 
Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and were continually in the temple blessing 
God. 

__________________________________________________________ 

From “A Summary of the Christian Faith”  
by David Chytraeus (1568) 

What is the difference between Justification, Regeneration and Renewal? 

 Justification is the forgiveness of sins or absolution from sin and eternal 
death, and reconciliation with God by which a person is just before God or 
pleasing and acceptable to God, and is an heir of eternal life for the sake of 
Christ, the Mediator. 
Regeneration is the act of the Holy Spirit by which He creates out of a 
child of wrath and death a child of God and an heir of eternal life out of 
His limitless goodness and divine power through the Word of the living 
God and Baptism. 
 Renewal is the act of the Holy Spirit by which He dwells in the 
justified person and begins to expunge and wipe out the old man or sins in 
the mind, blackness and doubts about God; in the will, and absence of the 
fear and love of God; and in the heart, all corrupt inclinations, the fires or 
furies of sinful affections. By renewal He restores and renews the new 
righteousness, life and a joyful obedience regarding all the commandments 
of God. Renewal is related to this goal, that God be praised. 

* The quotation above is by David Chytraeus and is from his 1568 work A Summary of the 
Christian Faith. The English translation is by Rev. Dr. Richard Dinda and is published by 
Repristination Press. 



CATECHETICAL REVIEW 

Section 3 
TABLE OF DUTIES 

CERTAIN PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE FOR VARIOUS HOLY ORDERS AND POSITIONS, 
ADMONISHING THEM ABOUT THEIR DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

To Bishops, Pastors, and Preachers 
The overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife, temperate, 

self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not given to drunkenness, not 
violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage his own 
family well and see that his children obey him with proper respect. 1 Tim. 3:2-4 

He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under 
the same judgment as the devil. 1 Tim. 3:6 

He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that 
he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it.  
Titus 1:9 

What the Hearers Owe Their Pastors 
The Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive 

their living from the gospel. 1 Cor. 9:14 
Anyone who receives instruction in the word must share all good things with 

his instructor. Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he 
sows. Gal. 6:6-7 

The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double 
honor, especially those whose work is preaching and teaching. For the Scripture 
says, “Do not muzzle the ox while it is treading out the grain,” and “The worker 
deserves his wages.” 1 Tim. 5:17-18 

We ask you, brothers, to respect those who work hard among you, who are 
over you in the Lord and who admonish you. Hold them in the highest regard in 
love because of their work. Live in peace with each other. 1 Thess. 5:12-13 

Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as 
men who must give account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a 
burden, for that would be of no advantage to you. Heb. 13:17 

Of Civil Government 
Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no 

authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have 
been established by God. Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is 
rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment 
on themselves. For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who 
do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what 
is right and he will commend you. For he is God’s servant to do you good. But if 
you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God’s 
servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. Rom. 13:1-4 
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