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October 4, 2020                     Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity 
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.  If you are a guest or 

visitor with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with 
us again.  Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Hayes, and we 
hope to see you again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter.  As the Music 
for  Meditation begins,  you are  invited to  join in quiet,  preparation time for 
worship.  Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord 
speak to you; after the service, speak to one another.

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting Three (Page 184) 

Opening Hymn: 768 “To God the Holy Spirit Let Us Pray”
Hymn of the Day: 557 “Seek Where You May to Find a Way”
Distribution Hymn: 618 “I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table”
Distribution Hymn: 783 “Take My Life and Let It Be”
Distribution Hymn: 742 “For Me to Live Is Jesus”
Distribution Hymn: 617 “O Lord, We Praise Thee” 
Closing Hymn: 655 “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please e-mail prayer requests to Pastor Hayes at pastor.hayes@outlook.com. 
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time. 
    
Robbie Oelschlager (chronic pain)   Kelly & Quinn Rhoades 

Acolyte this Sunday - Aiden Sweet 
Acolytes next Sunday - Noah Thalmann 
Ushers this Sunday - *Cody Ohlde, John Bott, Ryan Stuenkel, & Eli Thalmann 
Ushers next Sunday - *Brady Kolle, John Bott, Ryan Stuenkel, & Lance Gerleve 
LYF Fellowship Hour duty today & October 11  - Ryan Stuenkel & Elijah Meier 
LYF Fellowship Hour duty October 18th & 25th  - Eli & Ella Thalmann 

Upcoming Events

October 4 9:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
10:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class & Children’s Sunday School

October 7 5:30-6:30 p.m. Mid-Week & Confirmation
8:00 p.m. Church Council Meeting

October 11 9:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
10:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class & Children’s Sunday School

Announcements

* Thank you to all who provided music in September during distribution while the 
organist took communion: Diane Hayes, Pastor Holtorf, and Sheila Stuenkel.

* Due to the uncertainty of COVID-19 and the uncertainty of future mandates from 
Governor Kelly, Immanuel Lutheran Church (Hermansberg) has elected to cancel 
their 61st Annual Smorgasbord & Bake Sale that was scheduled for October 4th.

* As some of you may know, Pastor Gruoner begins his retirement after the service 
at Zion today.  If anyone would like to send him well wishes as he begins 
retirement, you may mail them to the parsonage in Linn for a couple of weeks.

* There is a Quarterly Voters Meeting Sunday, October 18 (time to be determined).

* Dear Pastors and people of the Mission festival: Wow! Not only did it feel great to 
be sharing about our mission of the true Orphans again, but it warmed my heart to 
see a full cafeteria and a full gym of caring people that were in attendance to hear 
about the mission.  And your sincere kindness and giving will go towards the 
Orphans care, GoTales supplies, such as medicines and hygienic needs.  Plus Bibles! 
Our #1 reason for outreach is bringing them to Jesus!  (About $1,500.00 was given 
for Russian Orphanages.) Thank you,  Karen Reehl Tiedman (Bible Class Speaker)

* This week on KFUO.org, near the end of 1 Samuel on Thy Strong Word (weekdays 
at 11:00 a.m.), continue studying Proverbs on Sharper Iron (weekdays at 8:00 
a.m.), and consider a curious theological question or two with Pastor Bramwell on 
Cross Defense (10/5 at 2:00 p.m.). Find these programs on demand at kfuo.org or 
wherever you get your podcasts!

____________________________________________________________________________

Morning Prayer 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 
have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep 
me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life my please You. 
For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let 
Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.



THE LORD’S SUPPER 
The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession 

and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not 
only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for 
the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one 
another.  Our Lord invites to His Table those who trust His words, repent all 
sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves 
us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood 
unworthily, according to Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and 
because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed 
at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a 
confession differing from that of this congregation and the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod, are asked to refrain from communing with us until 
such a time as they are properly instructed. 

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is 
available from our Ushers or Elders.  If you would like to learn more about 
the Sacrament of the Altar and our confessional position, I would be happy 
to visit with you.  

  -Rev. Joshua Hayes, Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 

In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following 
statements as part of your self-examination: 

❑ I admit that I am a sinner. (1 John 1:8-10) 

❑ I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, from 
Satan and death. (Acts 4:10-12; John 14:6) 

❑ I desire to live as God wants me to.  (John 14:15; 1 John 2:6) 

❑ I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and rose 
again. (John 3:16; Romans 8:14; & 1 John 5:11-12) 

❑ I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and 
that with the bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood.  (Matthew 
26:26-28; Mark 4:22-24; 1 Cor. 10:16, 22:23ff; Luke 22:17-20) 

❑ I forgive those who have wronged me. 

Please email any announcements for the bulletin to Theresa at 
theresa_meier@yahoo.com by noon on Friday.

 

Introit (Psalm 119:1-2, 5-6; antiphon: vv. 137, 124) 
Righteous are you, | O Lord,* 
 and right are your | just decrees. 
Deal with your servant according to your | steadfast love,* 
 and teach me your | statutes. 

Blessèd are those whose way is | blameless,* 
 who walk in the law | of the Lord! 
Blessèd are those who keep his testi- | monies,* 
 who seek him with their | whole heart. 
Oh that my ways may be | steadfast* 
 in keeping your | statutes! 
Then I shall not be | put to shame,* 
 having my eyes fixed on all your com- | mandments. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Righteous are you, | O Lord,* 
 and right are your | just decrees. 
Deal with your servant according to your | steadfast love,* 
 and teach me your | statutes. 

Collect for the Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity 
Lord, we implore You, grant Your people grace to withstand the temptations of 
the devil and with pure hearts and minds to follow You, the only God; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

* To join the audio broadcast from the parking lot during the service, tune in to FM 
107.9. You may also come and listen from the parish hall, if it makes you more 
comfortable. Pastor can bring Holy Communion to you either way.



Old Testament Reading: Proverbs 25:6-14 
6 Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence 
 or stand in the place of the great, 
7 for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” 
 than to be put lower in the presence of a noble. 
What your eyes have seen 
 8 do not hastily bring into court, 
for what will you do in the end, 
 when your neighbor puts you to shame? 
9 Argue your case with your neighbor himself, 
 and do not reveal another’s secret, 
10 lest he who hears you bring shame upon you, 
 and your ill repute have no end. 
11 A word fitly spoken 
 is like apples of gold in a setting of silver. 
12 Like a gold ring or an ornament of gold 
 is a wise reprover to a listening ear. 
13 Like the cold of snow in the time of harvest 
 is a faithful messenger to those who send him; 
 he refreshes the soul of his masters. 
14 Like clouds and wind without rain 
 is a man who boasts of a gift he does not give. 

Epistle Reading: Ephesians 4:1-6 
 1 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner 
worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility 
and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to 
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body 
and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to 
your call— 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of 
all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

Gospel Reading: Luke 14:1-11 
 1 One Sabbath, when [Jesus] went to dine at the house of a ruler of 
the Pharisees, they were watching him carefully. 2 And behold, there was 
a man before him who had dropsy. 3 And Jesus responded to the lawyers 
and Pharisees, saying, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or not?” 4 But 
they remained silent. Then he took him and healed him and sent him 
away. 5 And he said to them, “Which of you, having a son or an ox that 
has fallen into a well on a Sabbath day, will not immediately pull him 
out?” 6 And they could not reply to these things. 

 7 Now he told a parable to those who were invited, when he noticed 
how they chose the places of honor, saying to them, 8 “When you are 
invited by someone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in a place of 
honor, lest someone more distinguished than you be invited by him, 9 and 
he who invited you both will come and say to you, ‘Give your place to 
this person,’ and then you will begin with shame to take the lowest place. 
10 But when you are invited, go and sit in the lowest place, so that when 
your host comes he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher.’ Then you 
will be honored in the presence of all who sit at table with you. 11 For 
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles 
himself will be exalted.” 
_____________________________________________________________ 

As We Gather… Whoever Humbles Himself Will Be Exalted 
“Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence” (Proverbs 25:6–
14). Rather, take the lowest position at the table. Humble yourself before 
Him. For your place is not for you to take but for Him to give. Conduct 
yourself with all lowliness and gentleness, bearing with one another in 
love (Ephesians 4:1–6), that the King may give you glory in the 
presence of those at the table with you. “For everyone who exalts himself 
will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted” (Luke 
14:1–11). Is this not the way of Christ? He is the one who took the 
lowest place, who humbled Himself even to the point of death for us. He 
is now exalted to the highest place at the right hand of the Father that 
penitent believers may be exalted together with Him in the resurrection. 
To the humble at His Supper He says, “Friend, move up higher,” giving 
you His very body and blood for your forgiveness that you may ascend to 
take part in the great wedding feast which has no end. 

———————————————————————————————— 

From Elements of Religion (1894)  
by Henry Eyster Jacobs 

 Even when the Word is not repelled, but received, it has a two-fold 
efficacy, corresponding to the two forms of doctrine which it contains. It 
proclaims both Law and Gospel. The Law is the declaration of the divine 
will concerning what man should be, should do and should omit to do. 
The Gospel is the promise of the gratuitous forgiveness of sins for Christ’s 
sake. All the Law is summed up in the First Commandment, requiring that 
God should be feared, and loved, and served above all things, and 
extending its demands over man’s entire life and into all its details. (page 143) 

* For information on Elements of Religion and other books available from Repristination 
Press, visit www.scholia.net. 



CATECHETICAL REVIEW 
An Explanation of the Small Catechism 

The Apostles’ Creed - The Second Article (Cont.) 

The Two Natures of Jesus Christ  

 119. How do you know that Jesus Christ is true God? (Cont.) 
 Because the Scriptures clearly call Him God, teaching the following: 
 C. Jesus does divine works (which only God can do). 
 1. He forgives. 
395 Matthew 9:6 - The Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins. 
 2. He created. 
396 John 1:3 - Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was   

    made that has been made. 
 3. He will judge. 
397 John 5:27 - [The Father] has given Him authority to judge. 
 4. He preserves. 
398 Hebrews 1:3 - [He sustains] all things by His powerful word. 
 Bible narratives: At the wedding feast in Cana, Jesus revealed His glory by 

turning water into wine (John 2:1-11). He rebuked the storm (Luke 8:22-25). He 
healed the paralytic (Matthew 9:1-8). He called Lazarus back to life (John 
11:38-44). He rose form the dead (Matthew 28:6-7). 

 D. Jesus receives divine honor and glory. 
399 John 5:22-23 - The Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to   

    the Son, that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who   
    does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent Him. 

400 Hebrews 1:6 - Let all God’s angels worship Him. 
 Note: See Philippians 2:10; Revelation 5:12-13. 

 120. How do you know that Jesus Christ is also true man? 
 Because the Scriptures 
 A. clearly call Him man; 
401 1 Timothy 2:5 - There is one God and one mediatory between God and men, 

    the man Christ Jesus. 
 B. say that He has a human body and soul; 
402 Luke 24:39 - Look at My hands and My feet. It is I Myself! Touch Me and   

    see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have. 
403 Matt. 26:38 - My should is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. 
 C. speak of His human, but sinless, feelings, and actions. 
404 Matthew 4:2 - He was hungry. 
405 John 11:35 - Jesus wept. 
406 John 19: 28 - Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 
407 Hebrews 4:14-16 - Since we have a great high priest who has gone through   

    the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess.   
    For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our    
    weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we 
    are - yet was without sin. Let us then approach the throne of grace with    
    confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our   
    time of need. 

 Bible narratives: Jesus suffered and died (Matthew 26-27). Jesus slept (Mark 
4:38). Jesus was born (Luke 2). 
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