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January 12, 2020                                       The Baptism of Our Lord 
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.  If you are a guest or 

visitor with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with 
us again.  Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Gruoner, and we 
hope to see you again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter.  As the Music 
for  Meditation begins,  you are  invited to  join in quiet,  preparation time for 
worship.  Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord 
speak to you; after the service, speak to one another.

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting Three (Page 184) 
Opening Hymn: 578 “Thy Strong Word”
Sermon Hymn: 404 “Jesus, Once with Sinners Numbered”
Distribution Hymn: 590 “Baptized into Your Name Most Holy” 
Distribution Hymn: 601 “All Who Believe and are Baptized” 
Closing Hymn: 537 “Beautiful Savior”

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please e-mail prayer requests to Pastor Holtorf at gholtorf@bluevalley.net. 
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time. 
Family of Cooper Hubbard Chad Stunkel       Arnold Lohmeyer    
Robbie Oelschlager – chronic pain     Kelly & Quinn Rhoades 

Acolyte this Sunday - Daniel Nabors 
Acolyte next Sunday - Conner Ohlde 
Ushers this Sunday - *Cody Ohlde, Brady Kolle, Jacob Bott, & Ryan Stuenkel 
Ushers next Sunday - *Brett Peters, Aaron Stuenkel, Eli Thalmann, &     
 Nathan Ohlde 

Please email any announcements for the bulletin to Theresa at 
theresa_meier@yahoo.com by noon on Friday.

Upcoming Events

January 12 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Quarterly Voters Meeting
11:45 a.m. New Member Potluck

January 13 7:00 p.m. LWML meeting
7:00 p.m. Men’s Club meeting

January 15 5:30 p.m. Midweek
6:30 p.m. Adult Mixed Choir Practice

January 19 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday School
1:00 p.m. Linn Lutheran Association Meeting
3:00 p.m. Installation of Pastor Hayes with 

 Soup Supper to follow

Announcements

* There will be no more Adult Bible class until Pastor Hayes has been installed.

* As we welcome Pastor Hayes and his family to our community next week, help 
us make their house into a home by filling their kitchen cabinets through our 
“Fill-the-Pantry” drive. We’ll be accepting non-perishable food items through 
tomorrow morning, Jan. 13. Any new pantry items will be accepted, but 
because of a peanut allergy in the family, we need to avoid any items that 
include peanuts.

* Think of the non-perishable food items you commonly use – any of 
those would be good candidates for donations for this drive. Whether 
it is one can or several grocery bags full, let’s work together to fill the 
Hayes family’s pantry so they can focus on getting moved in and 
settled in their new home.

* Please, place your items in the boxes on the table at the south side of 
the parish hall; we’ll get them to Pastor and his family when he arrives.

* Contact an elder with any questions.

* Zion Men’s Club’s Annual Pancake Supper is today, January 12th, from 5-8 p.m. 
in the church basement (handicapped accessible). Proceeds from a free-will 
offering go to district, zone, and local LLL projects.  Menu includes: delicious 
plain and blueberry pancakes; assorted syrups, including diabetic; sausages, 
eggs, milk, coffee, and water. 



THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad 
confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and 
wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins 
and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord invites to 
His Table those who trust His words, repent all sins, and set aside any refusal to 
forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death 
until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily, 
according to Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and because Holy 
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who 
are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of 
this congregation and the Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod, are asked to refrain 
from communing with us until such a time as they are properly instructed. 

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is available 
from our Ushers or Elders.  If you would like to learn more about the Sacrament 
of the Altar and our confessional position, I would be happy to visit with you.  

  -Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 

In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following statements as 
part of your self-examination 

❑ I admit that I am a sinner. (1 John 1:8-10) 

❑ I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, from 
Satan and death. (Acts 4:10-12, John 14:6) 

❑ I desire to live as God wants me to.  (John 14:15, 1 John 2:6) 

❑ I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and rose again. 
(John 3:16, Romans 8:14 & 1 John 5:11-12) 

❑ I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and that with 
the bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood.  (Matthew 26:26-28, Mark 
4:22-24, 1 Cor. 10:16, 22:23ff, Luke 22:17-20) 

❑ I forgive those who have wronged me. 

_________________________________________________ 

This week on KFUO.org, begin studying the book of Joshua on Thy Strong 
Word (weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT), continue in the Gospel of Matthew on 
Sharper Iron (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), and hear words of comfort on 
Moments of Assurance (weekdays at 12:00 p.m. CT). 

For those of you who have Blue Valley Television, there are two programs that 
air Sunday evenings on Channel 3:  “This is the Life” is at 6:00 p.m., followed 
by “Main Street Live,” a worship service by the South Dakota LCMS. We thank 
BVTV for sponsoring these programs! 

 

Introit 
Behold my servant, whom | I uphold,* 
 my chosen, in whom my | soul delights. 

I will tell | of the decree:* 
 The Lord said to me, “You are my Son; today I have be- |gotten you. 
Ask of me, and I will make the nations your | heritage,* 
 and the ends of the earth your pos- | session. 
You shall break them with a | rod of iron* 
 and dash them in pieces like a potter’s | vessel.” 
Now therefore, O | kings, be wise;* 
 be warned, O rulers | of the earth. 
Serve the | Lord with fear,* 
 and rejoice with | trembling, 
for his wrath is quickly | kindled.* 
 Blessèd are all who take ref- | uge in him. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Behold my servant, whom | I uphold,* 
 my chosen, in whom my | soul delights. 

Collect for The Baptism of Our Lord 
Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed 
Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are 
baptized in His name faithful in their calling as Your children and inheritors with 
Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

As We Gather…     
The theme of Epiphany and it season is manifestation – the revealing of 
Jesus as God’s Messiah and the world’s Savior.  The son of Mary was first 
revealed publicly as such at His baptism, where God from heaven declared 
Jesus to be His Son then, and today reminds us that He has called us His 
children in the waters of our Baptism. 



Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 42:1-9 

1 Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 
 my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
I have put my Spirit upon him; 
 he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
2 He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, 
 or make it heard in the street; 
3 a bruised reed he will not break, 
 and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; 
 he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
4 He will not grow faint or be discouraged 
 till he has established justice in the earth; 
 and the coastlands wait for his law. 
5 Thus says God, the Lord, 
 who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
 who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
who gives breath to the people on it 
 and spirit to those who walk in it: 
6 “I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness; 
 I will take you by the hand and keep you; 
I will give you as a covenant for the people, 
 a light for the nations, 
 7 to open the eyes that are blind, 
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
 from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
8 I am the Lord; that is my name; 
 my glory I give to no other, 
 nor my praise to carved idols. 
9 Behold, the former things have come to pass, 
 and new things I now declare; 
before they spring forth 
 I tell you of them.” 

Epistle Reading: Romans 6:1-11 

 1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may 
abound? 2 By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Do 
you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? 4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into 
death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of 
the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 
 5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall 
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our 
old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be 
brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For one 
who has died has been set free from sin. 8 Now if we have died with Christ, 

we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ being 
raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over 
him. 10 For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives 
he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and 
alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
  

Gospel Reading: Matthew 3:13-17 

 13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by 
him. 14 John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by 
you, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, 
for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented.    
16 And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, 
and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 17 and behold, a voice 
from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 

________________________________________________________________ 

From Martin Luther’s 1528 Confession of Faith 

 The only holy orders and institutions established of God are these 
three: The ministerial office, matrimony, temporal government. All who are 
in the pastoral office or in the service of the Word, are in a holy, legitimate, 
good order and station, one well-pleasing to God, those namely who 
preach, administer the sacraments, have charge of the common treasury, 
sextons and messengers or servants who minister unto them, etc. These are 
indeed holy works before God. So then to be father or mother, to govern 
the house well and to train up children for the service of God, is also really 
a holy state, a holy work and holy order. So, too, when children or servants 
are obedient to their parents or masters, this is nothing but holiness, and 
whoever is found in this state, is a living saint on earth. So too a prince or 
sovereign, judges, officials, chancellors, clerks, man-servants, maid-
servants, and all who serve them and all subjects, all this is nothing but a 
holy work and holy life before God, because these three institutions or 
orders are comprehended in God's Word and command. But whatever is 
comprehended in God's Word must be holy. For the Word of God is holy, 
and sanctifies everything that comes in contact with it. 

* Martin Luther’s 1528 confession of faith is from The Distinctive Doctrines of the Different 
Christian Confessions in the Light of the Word of God  by Karl Graul (1814-1864). The 
1897 English translation by D. M. Martens is in the public domain. For information on 
Elements of Religion and other books available from Repristination Press, visit www.scholia.net. 



CATECHETICAL REVIEW 

An Explanation of the Small Catechism 
The Ten Commandments 

 53. Does Anyone have authority to take another person’s life? 
   Yes, lawful government, as God’s servant, may execute criminals & fight just wars. 
165 Romans 13:4 - He is God’s servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be    

    afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God’s servant, an agent   
    of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 

 54. What does God require of us in the Fifth Commandment? 

A.  We should help and support our neighbor in every bodily need.  
166 Romans 12:20 - If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him    

    something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head. 
   Bible narratives: Abraham rescued Lot from his enemies (Genesis 14:12-16). David 

protected the life of Saul (1 Samuel 26:1-12). The good Samaritan helped the man who 
had fallen among thieves (Luke 10:33-35). 

B.  We should be merciful, kind, and forgiving towards our neighbor.  
167 Matthew 5:5,7,9 - Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth…Blessed   

    are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy…Blessed are the peacemakers, for 
    they will be called sons of God. 

168 Matthew 6:15 - If you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive   
    your sins. 

169 Ephesians 4:32 - Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, 
    just as in Christ God forgave you. 

  Bible narratives: Jesus showed mercy to the 10 lepers (Luke 17:11-19). The centurion 
was kind to his sick servant (Matthew 8:5-13). Joseph was forgiving toward his brothers 
(Genesis 45:1-16). 

C.  We should avoid and assist our neighbor in avoiding the abuse of drugs and the 
use of any substance that harms the body and the mind. 

170 2 Corinthians 7:1 - Let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates   
    body and spirit. 
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The Fifth Commandment (Cont.) 

[God’s Gift of Life] 
You shall not murder. 

What does this mean?   We should fear and love God so that we do not 
hurt or harm our neighbor in his body, but help and support him in despise                   

 every physical need.

“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”
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