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February 16, 2020                    Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.  If you are a guest or 

visitor with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with 
us again.  Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Hayes, and we 
hope to see you again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter.  As the Music 
for  Meditation begins,  you are  invited to  join in quiet,  preparation time for 
worship.  Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord 
speak to you; after the service, speak to one another.

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting Three (Page 184) 
Opening Hymn: 401 “From God the Father, Virgin-Born”
Hymn of the Day: 394 “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”
Distribution Hymn: 639 “Wide Open Stand the Gates” 
Distribution Hymn: 585 “Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide” 
Distribution Hymn: 580 “The Gospel Shows the Father’s Grace”
Closing Hymn: 865 “Lord, Help Us Ever to Retain”

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please e-mail prayer requests to Pastor Hayes at pastor.hayes@outlook.com. 
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time. 

the family of Arnold Lohmeyer 
Robbie Oelschlager – chronic pain     Kelly & Quinn Rhoades 

Acolyte this Sunday - Mason Tiemeyer 
Acolyte next Sunday - Camryn Beikmann 
Ushers this Sunday - *Jacob Bott, Elijah Meier, Andrew Tiemeyer, & Ryan Stuenkel 
Ushers next Sunday - *Alec Tiemeyer, Lance Gerleve, Tyler Ohlde, & Aaron Stuenkel 
LYF Fellowship Hour today - Claire Beikmann & Elijah Meier 
LYF Fellowship Hour February 23rd & March 1st - Eli & Ella Thalmann 

Upcoming Events

February 16 9:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
10:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class & Sunday School

February 19 5:30 p.m. Midweek
6:30 p.m. Adult Mixed Choir Practice

February 23 9:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
10:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class & Sunday School
2:00 p.m. LWML Prayer Service at St. John

Announcements

* The flowers on the altar are in thanksgiving for God’s blessings on Delwin and Lois’s 62 
years of marriage today.

* St. John will host the LWML Prayer Service next Sunday, February 23, at 2:00 p.m. 
Fellowship will follow in the parish hall.

* Good Shepherd Lutheran School PTL is sponsoring a soup dinner next Sunday, February 
23, from 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. at their school in Marysville (206 S. 17 St.); there will be a 
free-will offering.

* St. John will be forming a new altar committee and reviving the funeral committee.
* Anyone interested in serving on either or both of these committees, in any 

capacity, should sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board. Anyone interested in 
helping lead these committees, or certain aspects of the committees, should meet 
with the elders for a brief meeting after church today.

* Altar committee – This committee’s responsibilities will include changing out the 
banners as needed, changing the altar paraments according to the church calendar, 
and caring for or switching out fresh and artificial flowers as needed. Sometimes 
the paraments are switched out every week or two, but sometimes they stay the 
same for several weeks in a row. 

* Funeral committee – Serving for funerals is a pretty well-established process, but 
we will need volunteer coordinators to call members for setup, serving and 
cleanup, as well as to provide desserts. The committee members would also be in 
charge of coordinating the luncheon supplies with the grocery store.

* Volunteering for these committees would be a way to serve the church as you are 
able. We appreciate the help on these important tasks.

* Feb 18th, 6:30pm - Mom's Group @ Zion Lutheran  - 'Women of the Bible' Bible Study 
with snacks and fun fellowship. If you are a mom with a child or children in school or 
younger, please join us! If you have questions, please get in touch with Miranda Meenen 
or Megan Hiesterman, or find the event on Facebook.

* Lutheran Schools Week will be celebrated at Linn Lutheran March 2-6. As a thank you to 
our supporting congregations, we would like to invite you to chapel on Wednesday, 
March 4. Chapel begins at 8:30 a.m. at Zion. Following chapel, we will have 
refreshments downstairs at Zion. Please help us plan by calling your RSVP into the 
school office (348-5792) by Tuesday, February 25.

* Linn Lutheran students will present the musical, ”A Not So Terrible Parable,” Sunday, 
March 1st, at 2:00 p.m. at the Linn High School Auditorium. The preschool will be 
sharing some songs, as well. Refreshments will be served following the musical.



THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad 
confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and 
wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins 
and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord invites to 
His Table those who trust His words, repent all sins, and set aside any refusal to 
forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death 
until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily, 
according to Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and because Holy 
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who 
are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of 
this congregation and the Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod, are asked to refrain 
from communing with us until such a time as they are properly instructed. 

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is available 
from our Ushers or Elders.  If you would like to learn more about the Sacrament 
of the Altar and our confessional position, I would be happy to visit with you.  

  -Rev. Joshua Hayes, Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 

In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following statements as 
part of your self-examination 

❑ I admit that I am a sinner. (1 John 1:8-10) 

❑ I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, from 
Satan and death. (Acts 4:10-12, John 14:6) 

❑ I desire to live as God wants me to.  (John 14:15, 1 John 2:6) 

❑ I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and rose again. 
(John 3:16, Romans 8:14 & 1 John 5:11-12) 

❑ I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and that with 
the bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood.  (Matthew 26:26-28, Mark 
4:22-24, 1 Cor. 10:16, 22:23ff, Luke 22:17-20) 

❑ I forgive those who have wronged me. 

_________________________________________________ 
This week on KFUO.org, hear about mental health care for pastors on Mental Health Monday 
with Deaconess Heidi Goehmann and Rev. Robert Zagore (2/17 at 9:00 a.m. CT), continue 
studying the Gospel of Matthew on Sharper Iron (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), and dig into a 
curious theological topic on Cross Defense with Rev. Bryan Wolfmueller (2/17 at 3:00 p.m. 
CT). Find these programs on demand at kfuo.org or wherever you get your podcasts! 

* Flint Hills Lutherans for Life is hosting an event at Mt. Calvary Luth. Church in Wamego 
on March 1st; Lutherans for Life Exec. Director Rev. Michael Salemink is presenting 
“Speaking the Truth in Love; Engaging Abortion Advocates’ Arguments and Objections.” 
All are welcome, and jr. high through college-age youth are especially encouraged to 
attend. Details are posted on the hallway bulletin board.

 

Introit 

The Lord has made known his sal- | vation;* 
 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations. 

Let the sea roar, and all that | fills it;* 
 the world and those who | dwell in it! 
Let the rivers clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy together be- | 
fore the Lord,* 
 for he comes to | judge the earth. 
He will judge the world with | righteousness,* 
 and the peoples with | equity. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

The Lord has made known his sal- | vation;* 
 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations. 

Collect for the Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 
O Lord, graciously hear the prayers of Your people that we who justly suffer 
the consequence of our sin may be mercifully delivered by Your goodness to 
the glory of Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

As We Gather…     
The God who reveals Himself in His incarnate Son promises life and blessing 
to all who obey His commandments . But Jesus must instruct us against the 
human ways of anger, adultery, divorce and false witness (Matt. 5:21–37), 
because all who live in these ways “shall surely perish” (Deut. 30:18). On the 
cross, He died to forgive our sins and free us from the ways of curse and death. 
He who serves from His cross also offers His gift of reconciliation at His altar, 
and we can be at peace with our brothers and sisters in Christ who are “God’s 
field, God’s building” (1 Cor. 3:9). 



Old Testament Reading:  
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
 15 “See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. 16 If you 
obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I command you today, by 
loving the Lord your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his 
commandments and his statutes and his rules, then you shall live and multiply, 
and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to take 
possession of it. 17 But if your heart turns away, and you will not hear, but are 
drawn away to worship other gods and serve them, 18 I declare to you today, that 
you shall surely perish. You shall not live long in the land that you are going 
over the Jordan to enter and possess. 19 I call heaven and earth to witness against 
you today, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. 
Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may live, 20 loving the Lord 
your God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is your life and 
length of days, that you may dwell in the land that the Lord swore to your 
fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.” 

Epistle Reading:  
1 Corinthians 3:1-9  
 1 But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of 
the flesh, as infants in Christ. 2 I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were 
not ready for it. And even now you are not yet ready, 3 for you are still of the 
flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not of the flesh 
and behaving only in a human way? 4 For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and 
another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not being merely human? 
 5 What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you 
believed, as the Lord assigned to each. 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God 
gave the growth. 7 So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but 
only God who gives the growth. 8 He who plants and he who waters are one, and 
each will receive his wages according to his labor. 9 For we are God’s fellow 
workers. You are God’s field, God’s building. 

Gospel Reading:  
Matthew 5:21-37 
 21 [Jesus said:] “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall 
not murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ 22 But I say to you 
that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever 
insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ 
will be liable to the hell of fire. 23 So if you are offering your gift at the altar and 
there remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift 
there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come 
and offer your gift. 25 Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are 
going with him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, and the 

judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. 26 Truly, I say to you, you will never 
get out until you have paid the last penny. 
 27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I 
say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already 
committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye causes you to sin, 
tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members 
than that your whole body be thrown into hell. 30 And if your right hand causes 
you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your 
members than that your whole body go into hell. 
 31 “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a 
certificate of divorce.’ 32 But I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, 
except on the ground of sexual immorality, makes her commit adultery. And 
whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 
 33 “Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not 
swear falsely, but shall perform to the Lord what you have sworn.’ 34 But I say to 
you, Do not take an oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35 or 
by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great 
King. 36 And do not take an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair 
white or black. 37 Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than 
this comes from evil.” 

________________________________________________________________ 

From Martin Luther’s 1528 Confession of Faith 

 In like manner I speak of, and confess, the Sacrament of the Altar, that in it 
we orally eat and drink the body and blood in the bread and wine, although 
the priests who administer it or those who receive it should not believe or 
should otherwise abuse it. For this Sacrament is not based upon man's faith or 
lack of faith, but upon God's Word and institution. Unless indeed they should 
beforehand change and misinterpret the Word and ordinance of God, as the 
enemies of the Sacrament today do, who of course have only bread and wine; 
for they have not the Word and appointed ordinance of God, but have 
subverted and changed the same according to their own whim. 

* Martin Luther’s 1528 confession of faith is from The Distinctive Doctrines of the Different 
Christian Confessions in the Light of the Word of God  by Karl Graul (1814-1864). The 
1897 English translation by D. M. Martens is in the public domain. For information on 
Elements of Religion and other books available from Repristination Press, visit www.scholia.net. 

Please email any announcements for the bulletin to Theresa at 
theresa_meier@yahoo.com by noon on Friday.



CATECHETICAL REVIEW 

An Explanation of the Small Catechism 
The Ten Commandments 

  61. What does God forbid in the Eighth Commandment? 

 A. God forbids us to tell lies about our neighbor in a court of law or elsewhere, that 
is, to lie about, lie to, or withhold the truth from our neighbor. 

203 Prov. 19:5 - A false witness will not go unpunished, and he who pours out lies   
    will not go free. 

204 Eph. 4:25 - Each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his    
    neighbor, for we are all members of one body. 

   Bible narratives: False witnesses testified against Jesus (Matt. 26:59-61). False 
witnesses testified against Naboth (1 Kings 21:13). Gehazi lied about Elisha and then 
lied to him (2 Kings 5:22-25). 

  

 B. God forbids us to betray our neighbor, that is, to reveal our neighbor’s secrets. 
205 Prov. 11:13 - A gossip betrays a confidence, but a trustworthy man keeps a secret. 
 Bible narratives: Doeg betrayed Ahimelech (1 Sam. 22:6-19). Judas betrayed Jesus 

(Matt. 26:14-16). 
  

 C. God forbids us to slander our neighbor or hurt our neighbor’s reputation. 
206 Matt. 18:15 - If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just   

    between the two of you. 
207 Luke 6:37 - Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you 

    will not be condemned. 
208 James 4:11 - Brothers, do not slander one another. 
 Bible narrative: Absalom slandered his father (2 Sam. 15:1-6). 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

MIDWEEK LENT SCHEDULE - “Lamb of God” 
All services will be held at 7:00 p.m. 

 Feb. 26 (Ash Wed.) - St. John    March 18 - Bethlehem  
 March 4 - Zion      March 25 - St. John 
 March 11 - Immanuel     April 1 - Zion 

*A 2:00 p.m. service at Zion will also be held every Wednesday. 

 

 February 16, 2020
Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany

St. John Ev. Lutheran Church

304 National Road

Palmer, Kansas 66962

Rev. Joshua Hayes, Pastor

The Eighth Commandment 

[God’s Gift of a Good Reputation] 
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

What does this mean?   We should fear and love God so that we do not  
tell lies about our neighbor, betray him, slander him, or hurt his reputation,                     

 but defend him, speak well of him, and explain everything in the kindest   
 way.
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