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August 23, 2020                      Eleventh Sunday after Trinity 
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.  If you are a guest or 

visitor with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with 
us again.  Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Hayes, and we 
hope to see you again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter.  As the Music 
for  Meditation begins,  you are  invited to  join in quiet,  preparation time for 
worship.  Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord 
speak to you; after the service, speak to one another.

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting Three (Page 184) 

Opening Hymn: 901 “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”
Hymn of the Day: 613 “To Thee, Omniscient Lord of All”
Distribution Hymn: 619 “Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior”
Distribution Hymn: 611 “Chief of Sinners Though I Be”
Distribution Hymn: 630 “Now, My Tongue, the Mystery Telling” 
Closing Hymn: 917 “Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise”

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please e-mail prayer requests to Pastor Hayes at pastor.hayes@outlook.com. 
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time. 

Robbie Oelschlager – chronic pain     Kelly & Quinn Rhoades 

Acolyte this Sunday - Daniel Nabors 
Acolyte next Sunday - Ayla Johnson 
Ushers this Sunday - *Nathan Ohlde, John Bott, Eli Thalmann, & Brett Peters 
Ushers next Sunday - *Jacob Bott, Elijah Meier, Andrew Tiemeyer, Ryan Stuenkel 
LYF Mowing August 29th - Claire Beikmann & Ryan Stuenkel 
LYF Mowing September 5th - Eli & Ella Thalmann 

Upcoming Events

August 23 9:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
10:45 a.m. “Unofficial” Adult Bible Class

August 30 9:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
10:45 a.m. Thrivent “Celebration Event”

Announcements

* Please join us for a “Celebration Event” on Sunday, August 30th, immediately 
following church in which Thrivent will be hosting a light brunch recognizing St. 
John as the top recipient of the InFaith/Thrivent Covid 19 matching program, as 
well as hearing from our local representative Lydia Hiesterman and assistant 
Morgan Reed explain some of the programs Thrivent has to offer.  Please attend!

* On September 1, the Kansas District is kicking off a 90-day prayer campaign, 
“Together We Pray,” which will include daily scripture verses and prayers through 
November 29, the first Sunday in Advent. If you’re on Facebook, you can find the 
prayers on the Kansas District page (@kslcms). You can also find a booklet with all 
the prayers on the Kansas District website (kslcms.org), available August 31. Take a 
minute or two each day to join your fellow Kansans in prayer, with the confidence 
that He will hear us!

* Mid-Week is starting on Wednesday,  Sept. 9th, and we are still in need of a 
teacher! If you are interested or need more information, please contact Pastor 
Hayes or Ann Ohlde.

* We want to say a big “Thank You!" to the Woerman family for asking the LYF to 
serve the meal at their farm auction! It was a great day!

* Renae Bott has volunteered to serve as our congregational Thrivent coordinator, so 
she is now our person to contact regarding applying for $250 action grants or if 
there is a need for a fundraiser for a church member.

* Building for Eternity Update: Our building campaign officially ended August 1. 
We have surpassed our original goal of $160,000 and have $191,730.05 in the 
building fund with another $20,000 pledged from a generous donor! You can still 
donate to our building project, even though the campaign has ended. We needed a 
deadline in place to start doing concrete work late this summer. Volunteers have 
already moved the playground and done prep work for the addition. The building 
committee thanks the churches, alumni, and community for the support! God is 
doing amazing things at our school. Thanks again!

* Linn Lutheran News: Preschool will resume TOMORROW, August 24th.

* This week on KFUO.org, begin studying the book of Proverbs on Sharper Iron 
(weekdays at 8 a.m.), begin the book of 1 Samuel on Thy Strong Word (weekdays 
at 11 a.m.), and dig into curious theological topics on Cross Defense with Pastor 
Tyrel Bramwell (Monday, August 24th, at 2 p.m.). Find these programs on 
demand at kfuo.org or wherever you get your podcasts.



THE LORD’S SUPPER 
The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession 

and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not 
only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for 
the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one 
another.  Our Lord invites to His Table those who trust His words, repent all 
sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves 
us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood 
unworthily, according to Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and 
because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed 
at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a 
confession differing from that of this congregation and the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod, are asked to refrain from communing with us until 
such a time as they are properly instructed. 

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is 
available from our Ushers or Elders.  If you would like to learn more about 
the Sacrament of the Altar and our confessional position, I would be happy 
to visit with you.  

  -Rev. Joshua Hayes, Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 

In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following 
statements as part of your self-examination: 

❑ I admit that I am a sinner. (1 John 1:8-10) 

❑ I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, from 
Satan and death. (Acts 4:10-12; John 14:6) 

❑ I desire to live as God wants me to.  (John 14:15; 1 John 2:6) 

❑ I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and rose 
again. (John 3:16; Romans 8:14; & 1 John 5:11-12) 

❑ I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and 
that with the bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood.  (Matthew 
26:26-28; Mark 4:22-24; 1 Cor. 10:16, 22:23ff; Luke 22:17-20) 

❑ I forgive those who have wronged me. 

Please email any announcements for the bulletin to Theresa at 
theresa_meier@yahoo.com by noon on Friday.

 

Introit (Psalm 68:1, 3, 7a, 10b, 19; antiphon: vv. 5b, 6a, 35b) 

God is in his holy habi- | tation; 
 [he] settles the solitary | in a home. 
The God of Israel—he | is the one 
 who gives power and strength to his | people. 

God shall arise, his enemies shall be | scattered; 
 and those who hate him shall flee be- | fore him! 
But the righteous shall be glad; they shall exult be- | fore God; 
 they shall be jubilant | with joy! 
O God, when you went out before your | people, 
 in your goodness, O God, you provided for the | needy. 
Blessèd be the Lord, who daily | bears us up; 
 God is our sal- | vation. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

God is in his holy habi- | tation; 
 [he] settles the solitary | in a home. 
The God of Israel—he | is the one 
 who gives power and strength to his | people. 

Collect for the Eleventh Sunday after Trinity 
Almighty and everlasting God, always more ready to hear than we to pray 
and to give more than we either desire or deserve, pour down upon us the 
abundance of Your mercy, forgiving those things of which our conscience is 
afraid and giving us those good things that we are not worthy to ask, except 
through the merits and mediation of Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

* To join the audio broadcast from the parking lot during the service, tune in to 
FM 107.9. You may also come and listen from the parish hall, if it makes you 
more comfortable. Pastor can bring Holy Communion to you either way.



Old Testament Reading: Genesis 4:1-15 
 1 Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I 
have gotten a man with the help of the Lord.” 2 And again, she bore his brother Abel. 
Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the ground. 3 In the course of 
time Cain brought to the Lord an offering of the fruit of the ground, 4 and Abel also 
brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And the Lord had 
regard for Abel and his offering, 5 but for Cain and his offering he had no regard. So 
Cain was very angry, and his face fell. 6 The Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry, 
and why has your face fallen? 7 If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you 
do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but you must rule 
over it.” 
 8 Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain rose up 
against his brother Abel and killed him. 9 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is Abel 
your brother?” He said, “I do not know; am I my brother’s keeper?” 10 And the Lord 
said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to me from 
the ground. 11 And now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth 
to receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 12 When you work the ground, it 
shall no longer yield to you its strength. You shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on 
the earth.” 13 Cain said to the Lord, “My punishment is greater than I can bear.          
14 Behold, you have driven me today away from the ground, and from your face I 
shall be hidden. I shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds 
me will kill me.” 15 Then the Lord said to him, “Not so! If anyone kills Cain, 
vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold.” And the Lord put a mark on Cain, lest 
any who found him should attack him. 

Epistle Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:1-10 
 1 Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you 
received, in which you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to 
the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 
 3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ 
died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was 
raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to 
Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at 
one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he 
appeared also to me. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an 
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am 
what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked 
harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 

Gospel Reading: Luke 18:9-14 
 9 [Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were 
righteous, and treated others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up into the temple to 
pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee, standing by 
himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, 
unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give tithes 
of all that I get.’ 13 But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his 
eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell 
you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone 
who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be 
exalted.” 

As We Gather…        The Lord Lifts Up the Lowly 
“And the Lord had regard for Abel and his offering, but for Cain and his 
offering he had no regard” (Genesis 4:1–15). For unlike Abel, Cain’s 
offering did not proceed from a heart that revered and trusted in the Lord. 
Thus, the lowly tax collector who prayed, “God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner!” was the one who went down to his house justified before God, 
not the respectable, outwardly righteous Pharisee who trusted in himself 
and his own good living (Luke 18:9–14). “For by grace you have been 
saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 
not a result of works, so that no one may boast” (Ephesians 2:1–10). 
The one who penitently despairs of his own righteousness and relies 
completely on the atoning mercy of God in Christ is the one who is 
declared righteous. For Christ died for our sins and rose again the third 
day (1 Corinthians 15:1–10). Therefore, “everyone who exalts himself 
will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

———————————————————————————————— 

From  
Elements of Religion  

(1894)  
by Henry Eyster Jacobs 

 All the hopes and aspirations of the New Testament are directed 
towards the Second Coming of Christ, and the Day of Judgment. The state 
between death and the resurrection, unspeakably happy as it is to the 
regenerate, justified and sanctified children of God, and unspeakably 
sorrowful to those who have departed in unbelief (Luke 16:23) is only the 
outer court to the joys of Heaven, and the miseries of Hell. As the fallen 
angels are in chains reserved for judgment (Jude 5,6) and the devils look 
forward with anguish to their time of torment (Matthew 8:29) so faith looks 
forward to the resurrection of the body and the blessings promised to the 
soul, when there shall be restored to it the organ of its connection with the 
outward world for the full consummation of its bliss (pages 199-200). 

* For information on Elements of Religion and other books available from Repristination 
Press, visit www.scholia.net. 



CATECHETICAL REVIEW 
An Explanation of the Small Catechism 
The Apostles’ Creed - The First Article 

God Still Takes Care of Me and All Creatures 
 108. How does the universe still depend on God? 

 God sustains all things by His wisdom and power. 
360 Psalm 36:6 - O Lord, You preserve both man and beast. 
361 Psalm 147:4 - He determines the number of the stars and calls them by name. 
362 Hebrews 1:3 - The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation 

    of His being, sustaining all things by His powerful word. 
363 Colossians 1:17 - [Jesus] is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 

 109. Why are there evil and suffering in this world? 
 Evil and suffering are in the world because of sin. But in the suffering, death, 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God has demonstrated His power over sin and 
death. God in His almighty power and love causes all things to work together for 
good to those who love Him. 

364 Romans 6:23 - The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in    
    Christ Jesus our Lord. 

365 Romans 8:28 - We know that in all things God works for the good of those who   
    love Him, who have been called according to His purpose. 

366 Romans 8:37 - In all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who 
    loved us. 

 110. What does God do to take care of me? 
 A. He gives me food and clothing, home and family, work and play, and all 

that I need from day to day. 
367 Psalm 145:15-16 - The eyes of all look to You, and You give them their food at the 

    proper time. You open Your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing. 
368 1 Peter 5:7 - Cast all your cares on Him because He cares for you. 
 Bible narratives: God took care of Noah and his descendants (Genesis 9:1-3). God 

took care of Israel in the wilderness (Deuteronomy 8:3-4). God took care of Elijah, the 
widow, and her son during the famine (1 Kings 17). See Psalms 37 and 104. 

 B. “He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil.” 
369 Genesis 50:20 - You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to    

    accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. 
370 Psalm 31:15 - My times are in Your hands. 
371 Matthew 10: 29-30 - Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them   

    will fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father. And even the very hairs   
    of your head are all numbered. 

 Bible narratives: God directed Lot to flee to the mountains before the destruction of 
Sodom (Genesis 19). God delivered Israel from slavery and guided and protected them 
on their way (Exodus 13:14). See also Psalms 37 and 73. 
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