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October 20, 2019                          Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.  If you are a guest or 

visitor with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with 
us again.  Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Gruoner, and we 
hope to see you again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter.  As the Music 
for  Meditation begins,  you are  invited to  join in quiet,  preparation time for 
worship.  Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord 
speak to you; after the service, speak to one another.

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting Three (Page 184) 
Opening Hymn: 524 “How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds”
Sermon Hymn: 772 “In Holy Conversation”
Distribution Hymn: 637 “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord” 
Distribution Hymn: 770 “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”
Distribution Hymn: 728 “How Firm a Foundation”
Closing Hymn: 924 “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please e-mail prayer requests to Pastor Holtorf at gholtorf@bluevalley.net. 
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time. 
Robbie Oelschlager – chronic pain             Ramona Tiemeyer           
Kelly & Quinn Rhoades 

Acolyte this Sunday - Zac Hiltgen 
Acolyte next Sunday - Ayla Johnson 
Ushers this Sunday - *John Bott, Alec Tiemeyer, Jacob Bott, & Cody Ohlde 
Ushers next Sunday - *Evan Bott, Aaron Stuenkel, Cody Ohlde, & Tyler Ohlde 
LYF mowing October 26 - Ella & Eli Thalmann 
LYF mowing November 2 - Liz Bott & Ashley Gerleve 

Upcoming Events

October 20 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class & Sunday School

October 23 5:30 p.m. Midweek
7:00 p.m. Adult Mixed Choir Practice

October 27 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class & Sunday School

Announcements

* This week on KFUO.org, hear a curious theological topic discussed on Cross 
Defense with Rev. Bryan Wolfmueller (10/21 at 2:00 p.m. CT), study Psalm 26 
& 27 along with Isaiah 26-28 on Thy Strong Word (weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT), 
and dig into Amos 1-3 on Sharper Iron’s mini-series “The Day is Surely Drawing 
Near” (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT). Find these and more podcasts, including 
the new Lutheran Ladies’ Lounge, at kfuo.org or on your podcast app!

* The LWML is holding its annual Food Drive this month. When you make your 
trip to the grocery store, consider buying a few extra nonperishable items to 
donate and make this time of year a bit easier for others who could use some 
help. A donation box is in the narthex; all items will be delivered to the 
Washington County Food Bank. Please contact Theresa with any questions. 
Let’s fill the box!

* The LWML Zone Fall Event will be held at Immanuel, Bremen this afternoon, 
October 20th; details are posted on the hallway bulletin board.

* Today, Sunday Oct. 20 Linn Lutheran Auction donation forms are due TODAY, 
October 20th!! Please get them to Ann Ohlde or e-mail them to her at 
linnlutheranauction@outlook.com or call her at 632-0127. The Linn Lutheran 
Auction is Saturday, Nov. 23, at 5:30.pm at the Palmer Community Building.

* Immanuel LLL (Hermansberg-Bremen) is holding their Annual Pancake Feed 
on Sunday, October 27, from 4-8 p.m. There will be a free-will offering. The 
parish hall is handicapped accessible. The church is located 1 mile east & 2 1/2 
miles north of Bremen or 6 miles west and 6 1/2 miles north of Marysville.

* St. John will be hosting the Zone #7 LLL Fall Rally on Sunday, November 3rd 
with registration at 3, hymn sing at 3:15, and rally starting at 3:30. Mr. Mick 
Ohnen, a past LLL International President, will be the speaker.

Please email any announcements for the bulletin to Theresa at 
theresa_meier@yahoo.com by noon on Friday.



THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession 
and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not 
only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for 
the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with 
one another.  Our Lord invites to His Table those who trust His words, 
repent all sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he 
forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He 
comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily, 
according to Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and because Holy 
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, 
any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession 
differing from that of this congregation and the Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod, are asked to refrain from communing with us until such 
a time as they are properly instructed. 

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is 
available from our Ushers or Elders.  If you would like to learn more 
about the Sacrament of the Altar and our confessional position, I would 
be happy to visit with you.  

  -Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 

In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following 
statements as part of your self-examination 

❑ I admit that I am a sinner. (1 John 1:8-10) 

❑ I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, 
from Satan and death. (Acts 4:10-12, John 14:6) 

❑ I desire to live as God wants me to.  (John 14:15, 1 John 2:6) 

❑ I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and 
rose again. (John 3:16, Romans 8:14 & 1 John 5:11-12) 

❑ I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and 
that with the bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood.  (Matthew 
26:26-28, Mark 4:22-24, 1 Cor. 10:16, 22:23ff, Luke 22:17-20) 

❑ I forgive those who have wronged me. 

 

Introit 

Remember your congregation, which you have purchased | of old,* 
 which you have redeemed to be the tribe of your | heritage! 

Remember this, O Lord, how the en- | emy scoffs,* 
 and a foolish people re- | viles your name. 
Do not deliver the soul of your dove to the | wild beasts;* 
 do not forget the life of your poor for- | ever. 
Let not the downtrodden turn | back in shame;* 
 let the poor and needy | praise your name. 
Have regard for the | covenant;* 
 arise, O God, de- | fend your cause. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Remember your congregation, which you have purchased | of old,* 
 which you have redeemed to be the tribe of your | heritage! 

Collect for the Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
O Lord, almighty and everlasting God, You have commanded us to pray 
and have promised to hear us. Mercifully grant that Your Holy Spirit may 
direct and govern our hearts in all things that we may persevere with 
steadfast faith in the confession of Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

As We Gather…     
The readings for today give Christians a clear directive to persist in 
prayer knowing that God will respond out of His love for our best 
interest.  It is a challenging task which we can only accomplish with 
the guidance and strength of the Holy Spirit.  Like Jacob of our Old 
Testament reading and the widow of Jesus’ parable we are bold to say 
to our Lord, “I will not let you go unless You bless me.” 



Old Testament Reading: Genesis 32:22-30 
 22 The same night [Jacob] arose and took his two wives, his two female 
servants, and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 He took 
them and sent them across the stream, and everything else that he had. 24 And 
Jacob was left alone. And a man wrestled with him until the breaking of the day. 
25 When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he touched his hip 
socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26 Then he 
said, “Let me go, for the day has broken.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go 
unless you bless me.” 27 And he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, 
“Jacob.” 28 Then he said, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, 
for you have striven with God and with men, and have prevailed.” 29 Then Jacob 
asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my 
name?” And there he blessed him. 30 So Jacob called the name of the place 
Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life has been 
delivered.” 

Epistle Reading: 2 Timothy 3:14 - 4:5 
 14 As for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, 
knowing from whom you learned it 15 and how from childhood you have been 
acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God 
and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every 
good work. 
 1 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge 
the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 2 preach the 
word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with 
complete patience and teaching. 3 For the time is coming when people will not 
endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for 
themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4 and will turn away from 
listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 5 As for you, always be sober-
minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 

Gospel Reading: Luke 18:1-8 
 1 [Jesus] told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and 
not lose heart. 2 He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared 
God nor respected man. 3 And there was a widow in that city who kept coming 
to him and saying, ‘Give me justice against my adversary.’ 4 For a while he 
refused, but afterward he said to himself, ‘Though I neither fear God nor respect 
man, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will give her justice, so that 
she will not beat me down by her continual coming.’” 6 And the Lord said, 
“Hear what the unrighteous judge says. 7 And will not God give justice to his 
elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long over them? 8 I tell you, 
he will give justice to them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, 
will he find faith on earth?” 

From “Elements of Religion” (1894)  
by Henry Eyster Jacobs 

 Among the many questions connected with the glorified state, none is 
often fraught with more concern than that of the heavenly recognition. It is 
inconceivable why this should be doubted. The story of the rich man and 
Lazarus clearly teaches it. The immediate recognition of Moses and Elias, 
while they conversed with our Lord on the Mount, shows the higher 
faculties for recognition with which the Apostles were endowed when 
raised above this earthly sphere. There is only one reason why the heavenly 
recognition has been doubted, and that is the apprehension that friends 
closely connected with us in this life may be missing, and that the 
knowledge of their eternal misery may disturb the happiness of the 
glorified. But in all this, the nature and purpose of our earthly affections are 
forgotten. They are implanted for purely earthly ends, in order that, to the 
close of his life, the wanderer may be followed by the entreaties of friends, 
and the prayers that God may bring to repentance. But when the decision 
against God has been made with such persistency that, notwithstanding all 
the means which God exerted, he dies unrepentant, God’s pity for him 
ceases.  (page 202) 

* For information on Elements of Religion and other books available from Repristination 
Press, visit www.scholia.net. 

_________________________________________________ 

Newly Elected and Continuing Church Officers
(Beginning in January)

Board of Elders: 
Brad Ohlde (staying on)
Dan Thalmann (serving Keith Spiehs’ remaining year); 
Mark Tiemeyer & Rowdy Knox (newly elected)

Board of Trustees: 
Travis Bott & Karl Tiemeyer (staying on) 
Trey Voelker & Clayton Ohlde (newly elected)

Board of Education: 
Kurtis Voelker (staying on) 
Renae Bott (newly elected)

Treasurer: Annette Bott
Recording Secretary: Roger Bott
Financial Secretary: Darren Bott
Evangelism Chairman: Ronald Bott
Sunday School Superintendent: Ann Ohlde
Vice Chairman: Dennis Bott
Chairman: Tim Ohlde



CATECHETICAL REVIEW 

An Explanation of the Small Catechism 
The Ten Commandments 

 32. What is using satanic arts by God’s name? 
Using satanic arts by God’s name is 
A.  using God’s name in order to perform or claim to perform supernatural things 

with the help of the devil, such as casting spells, calling up a spirit, fortune-telling, 
consulting the dead, or other occult practices; 

96   Deuteronomy 18:10-12 - Let no one be found among you who sacrifices his son   
    or daughter in the fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens,   
    engages in witchcraft, or casts spells, or who is a medium or spiritist or who    
    consults the dead. Anyone who does these things is detestable to the Lord, and   
    because of these detestable practices the Lord your God will drive out those    
    nations before you. 

Bible narratives: The Egyptian sorcerers performed supernatural things with the help of 
the devil (Exodus 7-8). The sons of Sceva used Jesus’ name to cast out spirits, but they 
did not have faith (Acts 19:13-29). 

 B.  joining with or seeking the aid of people who practice these and similar satanic 
arts or worship Satan; 

97   Leviticus 19:31 - Do not turn to mediums or seek out rpiritists, for you will be   
    defiled by them. I am the Lord your God. 

Bible narrative: King Saul sought the help of the witch of Endor (1 Samuel 28). 
 C.  depending on horoscopes or similar ways to foretell the future. 
98   Ecclesiastes 7:14 - When times are good, be happy; but when times are bad,   

    consider: God has bade the one as well as the other. Therefore, a man cannot   
    discover anything about his future. 

 

 October 20, 2019
Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost

St. John Ev. Lutheran Church

304 National Road

Palmer, Kansas 66962

Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor

The Second Commandment [Cont.] 

[God’s Name] 
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

What does this mean?  
We should fear and love God so that we do not curse, swear, use satanic  
arts, lie, or deceive, by His name, but call upon it in every trouble, pray,   

 praise, and give thanks. 
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