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January 27, 2019                      Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.  If you are a guest or 

visitor with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with 
us again.  Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Gruoner, and we 
hope to see you again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter.  As the Music 
for  Meditation begins,  you are  invited to  join in quiet,  preparation time for 
worship.  Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord 
speak to you; after the service, speak to one another.

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting One (Page 151) 

Opening Hymn: 496 ”Holy Spirit, Light Divine"
Sermon Hymn: 589 ”Speak, O Lord, Your Servant, Listens”
Communion Hymn: 375 ”Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising" 
Communion Hymn: 620 ”Jesus Comes Today with Healing”
Closing Hymn: 643 ”Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please e-mail prayer requests to Pastor Holtorf at gholtorf@bluevalley.net. 
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time. 
Robbie Oelschlager – chronic pain          Kay Bott – cancer recovery          

Acolytes today - Ayla Johnson & Ethan Bott 
Acolytes next Sunday - Claire Beikmann & Aiden Spiehs 
Ushers today - *Alec Tiemeyer, Eli Thalmann, Tyler Ohlde, & Lance Gerleve 
Ushers next Sunday - *Trey Voelker, Brett Peters, Brady Kolle, & Cody Ohlde 

Upcoming Events

January 27 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible class & Sunday school

January 30 5:30 p.m. St. John Midweek

February 3 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible class & Sunday school

February 6 5:30 p.m. St. John Midweek

February 10 8:30 a.m. Divine Service (No Holy Communion)
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible class & Sunday school
10:45 a.m. LYF silent auction & potato bar meal

February 13 5:30 p.m. St. John Midweek
7:00 p.m. St. John Men’s Club

Announcements

* The annual Groundhog Pancake Feed, sponsored by the Bethlehem LLL of 
Bremen, will be held today at the Bethlehem Lutheran Parish Hall. Serving 
begins at 4:30 p.m. There will be a free-will donation; proceeds will go to the 
LLL district projects.

* Lutheran Hour Ministries Sunday has been moved from February 3rd to 
February 10th; the designated offering will be collected on the 10th. 

* Mixed Choir will be singing next Sunday, February 3rd, during the service and 
will meet at 8 a.m. before the service to practice the hymn.

* The LYF is hosting a potato bar meal, along with a silent auction, on Sunday, 
February 10th, after Bible class & Sunday school. If you have anything new or 
used to donate to the auction, please contact Jess or Canaan Ohlde; this is a 
fundraiser for the National Youth Gathering coming up this July!

* Linn Lutheran Preschool enrollment is now open to members of St. John and 
Zion  for the 2019-2020 school year.   Contact the school ASAP at (785) 
348-5792  to reserve a spot.   Enrollment forms are available in the office.

* The St. John Men’s Club soup supper has been rescheduled for Sunday, Feb. 24. 
All work schedules will be the same as originally scheduled. The next regular 
Men’s Club meeting is 7 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 13. Servers will be David 
Beikmann and Josh Hiltgen. Dues of $10 per member will be collected at the 
meeting. Donation envelopes for Lutheran Hour Ministries will be placed in 
bulletin boxes by Sunday, Feb. 10. Men’s Club members are encouraged to 
make a donation to LHM using those envelopes.



THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and 
glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only 
bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one 
another.  Our Lord invites to His Table those who trust His words, repent all 
sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves 
us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily, 
according to Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and because Holy 
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any 
who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from 
that of this congregation and the Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod, are 
asked to refrain from communing with us until such a time as they are 
properly instructed. 

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is available 
from our Ushers or Elders.  If you would like to learn more about the 
Sacrament of the Altar and our confessional position, I would be happy to 
visit with you.  

  -Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 

In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following statements 
as part of your self-examination 

❑ I admit that I am a sinner. (1 John 1:8-10) 

❑ I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, from 
Satan and death. (Acts 4:10-12, John 14:6) 

❑ I desire to live as God wants me to.  (John 14:15, 1 John 2:6) 

❑ I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and rose 
again. (John 3:16, Romans 8:14 & 1 John 5:11-12) 

❑ I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and that 
with the bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood.  (Matthew 
26:26-28, Mark 4:22-24, 1 Cor. 10:16, 22:23ff, Luke 22:17-20) 

❑ I forgive those who have wronged me. 

Please email any announcements for the bulletin to Theresa at 
theresa_meier@yahoo.com by noon on Friday.

Introit 

You will arise and have pity on | Zion;* 
 it is the time to favor her; the appointed | time has come. 

Let this be recorded for a genera- | tion to come,* 
 so that a people yet to be created may | praise the Lord: 
that he looked down from his | holy height;* 
 from heaven the Lord looked | at the earth, 
to hear the groans of the | prisoners,* 
 to set free those who were | doomed to die, 
that they may declare in Zion the name | of the Lord,* 
 and in Jerusa- | lem his praise, 
when peoples gather to- | gether,* 
 and kingdoms, to worship | the Lord. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

You will arise and have pity on | Zion;* 
 it is the time to favor her; the appointed | time has come. 

Collect for the Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and 
stretch forth the hand of Your majesty to heal and defend us; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Listen to Worldwide KFUO.org, your radio station for practical Lutheran talk, 
daily Bible and Confession studies, daily worship opportunities, and current 
issues from a Lutheran worldview. Programs are archived at KFUO.org for 24/7 
on-demand listening. You can also find our programming wherever you get your 
podcasts! Have a question or comment? Find us at @KFUOradio on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram.

This week on KFUO.org, we celebrate National Lutheran Schools Week on The 
Coffee Hour with guests from local Lutheran Schools (weekdays at 9:15 a.m. CT), 
continue studying the Gospel of Mark on Thy Strong Word with Rev. William 
Weedon and guest pastors (weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT), and move forward with 
The New Covenant on Sharper Iron with Rev. Jonathan Fisk and guest pastors 
(weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT). Find these programs on demand at kfuo.org or 
wherever you get your podcasts.



Old Testament Reading: 
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 

 1 All the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water Gate. 
And they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the 
Lord had commanded Israel. 2So Ezra the priest brought the Law before the 
assembly, both men and women and all who could understand what they heard, 
on the first day of the seventh month. 3And he read from it facing the square 
before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the 
men and the women and those who could understand. And the ears of all the 
people were attentive to the Book of the Law. . . . 
 5And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was above 
all the people, and as he opened it all the people stood. 6And Ezra blessed the 
Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up 
their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces 
to the ground. . . . 
 8They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the 
sense, so that the people understood the reading. 
 9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and 
the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the 
Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept as they heard 
the words of the Law. 10Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat and 
drink sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has nothing ready, for this 
day is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your 
strength.” 

Epistle Reading: 
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 

12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in one Spirit we 
were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were 
made to drink of one Spirit. 
 14For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot 
should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would 
not make it any less a part of the body. 16And if the ear should say, “Because I 
am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a 
part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of 
hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 
18But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he 
chose. 19If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20As it is, there 
are many parts, yet one body. 
 21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the 
head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22On the contrary, the parts of the 
body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and on those parts of the body 
that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our unpresentable 
parts are treated with greater modesty, 24which our more presentable parts do 

not require. But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part 
that lacked it, 25that there may be no division in the body, but that the members 
may have the same care for one another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer 
together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together. 
 27Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28And 
God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, 
then miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of 
tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work 
miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all 
interpret? 31But earnestly desire the higher gifts. 

Gospel Reading: 
Luke 4:16-30 

 16[Jesus] came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his 
custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. 
17And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll 
and found the place where it was written, 

 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
     because he has anointed me 
         to proclaim good news to the poor. 
 He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 
     and recovering of sight to the blind, 
         to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

20And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. 
And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21And he began to say 
to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22And all 
spoke well of him and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from 
his mouth. And they said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” 23And he said to them, 
“Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Physician, heal yourself.’ What 
we have heard you did at Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well.” 
24And he said, “Truly, I say to you, no prophet is acceptable in his hometown. 
25But in truth, I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, 
when the heavens were shut up three years and six months, and a great famine 
came over all the land, 26and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to 
Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. 27And there 
were many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them 
was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.” 28When they heard these things, all 
in the synagogue were filled with wrath. 29And they rose up and drove him out 
of the town and brought him to the brow of the hill on which their town was 
built, so that they could throw him down the cliff. 30But passing through their 
midst, he went away. 



From Martin Luther’s 1528 Confession of Faith 

In the third place, I believe in the Holy Ghost, who, with the Father 
and the Son, is one true God, and from eternity proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, and still in the divine essence and nature is a 
distinct person. Through Him as a living, eternal, divine gift, all 
believers are adorned with faith and other spiritual gifts, raised from 
the dead, delivered from their sins, and are made joyful and glad, 
free and secure in their consciences. For this is our boast, when we 
feel the witness of the Spirit in our hearts, that God is our Father, 
forgives our sins, and will bestow upon us eternal life. 

*from The Distinctive Doctrines of the Different Christian Confessions in the Light of the 
Word of God  by Karl Graul (1814-1864). The 1897 English translation by D. M. Martens 
is in the public domain. 

 
CATECHETICAL REVIEW 

THE CREED 
as the Head of the Family Should Teach It in a Simple Way to His Household. 

The First Article: 
Creation 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

What does this mean? I believe that God has made me and all 
creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and 
all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of 
them. 

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and 
home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly 
and daily provides me with all that I need to support his body and 
life. 

He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me 
from all evil.  

All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, 
without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to 
thank and praise, serve and obey Him. 

This is most certainly true. 

 

January 27, 2019
Third Sunday after the Epiphany

St. John Ev. Lutheran Church

304 National Road

Palmer, Kansas 66962

Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor

Today this Scripture has been 
 fulfilled in your hearing.


