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December 2, 2018                                 First Sunday in Advent 
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.  If you are a guest or 

visitor with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with 
us again.  Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Gruoner, and we 
hope to see you again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter.  As the Music 
for  Meditation begins,  you are  invited to  join in quiet,  preparation time for 
worship.  Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord 
speak to you; after the service, speak to one another.

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting Three (Page 184) 

Opening Hymn: 331 “The Advent of our King”
Sermon Hymn: 332 “Savior of the Nations, Come”
Communion Hymn: 637 “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord”
Communion Hymn: 341 “Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates”
Communion Hymn: 620 “Jesus Comes Today with Healing”
Closing Hymn: 924 “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”

PRAYER REQUESTS 
If you have a prayer request, please call or e-mail Pastor Gruoner. Prayer 
requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you request a specific length of time. 
Robbie Oelschlager – chronic pain Quinn Rhoades - thanksgiving 
Kay Bott – Cancer Treatments  

Acolytes this Sunday - Elijah Meier & Riana Spiehs  
Acolytes next Sunday - Ryan Stuenkel & Camryn Beikmann 
Ushers this Sunday - *Trey Voelker, Jacob Bott, Brett Peters, Brady Kolle 
Ushers next Sunday - *Nathan Ohlde, Eli Ohlde, Alec Tiemeyer, Andrew 
Tiemeyer 

Introit 

Behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation. 
Who in the skies can be compared to the Lord? 
 Who among the heavenly beings is like the Lord? 
Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; 
 steadfast love and faithfulness go before you. 
Blessèd are the people who know the festal shout, 
 who walk, O Lord, in the light of your face, 
who exult in your name all the day 
 and in your righteousness are exalted. 
For our shield belongs to the Lord, 
 our king to the Holy One of Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation. 

Collect for the First Sunday in Advent 
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we 
may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved 
by Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

* Reminder!  We will be in the season of Advent, so we will 
refrain from singing the “Gloria in Excelsis” (LSB 187-189) 
during its four weeks. 



Old Testament Reading: 
Jeremiah 33:14–16 
 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will fulfill 
the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those 
days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for 
David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those 
days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will dwell securely. And this is 
the name by which it will be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’” for 
those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

Epistle Reading: 
1 Thessalonians 3:9–13 
 What thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy that 
we feel for your sake before our God, as we pray most earnestly night 
and day that we may see you face to face and supply what is lacking in 
your faith? 
 Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our 
way to you, and may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for 
one another and for all, as we do for you, so that he may establish your 
hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

Gospel Reading: 
Luke 19:28–40; 21:25-36 
 When [Jesus] had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to 
Jerusalem. When he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount 
that is called Olivet, he sent two of the disciples, saying, “Go into the 
village in front of you, where on entering you will find a colt tied, on 
which no one has ever yet sat. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks 
you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ you shall say this: ‘The Lord has need of 
it.’” So those who were sent went away and found it just as he had told 
them. And as they were untying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why 
are you untying the colt?” And they said, “The Lord has need of it.” And 
they brought it to Jesus, and throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set 
Jesus on it. And as he rode along, they spread their cloaks on the road. As 
he was drawing near—already on the way down the Mount of Olives—
the whole multitude of his disciples began to rejoice and praise God with 
a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen, saying, “Blessed 
is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and 
glory in the highest!” And some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to 
him, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” He answered, “I tell you, if these 
were silent, the very stones would cry out.” 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad 
confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and 
wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins 
and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord invites to 
His Table those who trust His words, repent all sins, and set aside any refusal to 
forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death 
until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily, 
according to Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and because Holy 
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who 
are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of 
this congregation and the Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod, are asked to refrain 
from communing with us until such a time as they are properly instructed. 

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is available 
from our Ushers or Elders.  If you would like to learn more about the Sacrament 
of the Altar and our confessional position, I would be happy to visit with you.  

  - Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 

In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following statements as 
part of your self-examination 

❑ I admit that I am a sinner (1 John 1:8-10) 

❑ I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, from 
Satan and death (Acts 4:10-12, John 14:6) 

❑ I desire to live as God wants me to.  (John 14:15, 1 John 2:6) 

❑ I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and rose again 
(John 3:16, Romans 8:14 & 1 John 5:11-12) 

❑ I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and that with 
the bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood  (Matthew 26:26-28, Mark 
4:22-24, 1 Cor. 10:16, 22:23ff, Luke 22:17-20) 

❑ I forgive those who have wronged me 

Please email any announcements for the bulletin to Theresa at 
theresa_meier@yahoo.com by Friday afternoon. 



Announcements 

* Genealogy.  Tracing the branches of one’s family tree has become a 
consuming task for many in our day.  On the Wednesday nights during 
this season of Advent the members of St. John are invited to join with 
 Zion, Linn for our Midweek Advent services.  Each service will begin 
at 7:00 pm and will explore the roots and true or our Savior’s 
genealogy, and in the process maybe learn some wonderful things 
about ourselves along the way.  This week’s theme will be “Jesus: 
Descended from Sinners.”  Please come and join your Lord in this 
additional service. 

* President Lange will be here a congregational meeting on Tuesday the 
11th at 6:00. All members are strongly encouraged to attend! 

* We are tentatively scheduling a Voter’s Assembly meeting immediately 
following church on the 16th of December. 

* The Bethlehem Greenleaf LWML will be sponsoring an ingathering 
during the months of December 2018 and January 2019 for Orphan 
Grain Train. The following items are needed for various disasters that 
have occurred in the United States and worldwide: cloth and 
disposable diapers, layettes, formula, non-perishable food, large trash 
bags, brooms, 5-gallon buckets, dust mops, safety goggles, tarps, 
wheel barrows, generators, square shovels, towels & wash cloths, tooth 
brushes, soap, kids’ backpacks, new coloring books, pencils, pens, 
paper, notebooks, crayons, new socks, shoes, underwear, soccer balls, 
basketballs, baseball equipment, adult diapers, wheel chairs, walkers, 
disposable gowns & gloves. Online donations can also be made to 
OGT via their website. This collection would be a great Christmas 
present from the Linn Zone churches! Please contact Michele Voelker 
at (785) 747-2427 with any questions. 

* The LWML is in the process of updating the Prayer Chain and also the 
list of those willing to participate in the Meals for Moms activity. 
Meals for Moms provide several meals to families in the congregation 
who have newborns. If you would like to be included on the prayer 
chain, please let Deb Ohlde know at 446-3378 or dcohlde@nckcn.com. 
You can choose to be notified by text, call, email and/or via a closed 
Facebook group. If you would like to become involved in the Meals 
for Moms activity, please talk with Annette Bott. You can also get in 
touch with Deb or Annette if you presently participate and don’t wish 
to continue. We would like to thank everyone who helped with the 
“Meals for Mom’s” project this past year. 

Upcoming Events 

December 2  8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 
   9:45 a.m. Voter’s Meeting & Bible class   
   9:45 a.m. Christmas Eve program practice &   
    Preschool Sunday school 
   10:30 a.m. Mixed Choir practice 

December 5  7:00 p.m. Midweek Advent Service@Zion, Linn 

December 8  NO Christmas Eve program practice 

December 9  8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 
   9:45 a.m. Adult Bible class    
   9:45 a.m. Christmas Eve program practice &   
    Preschool Sunday school 
   10:30 a.m. NO Mixed Choir practice 

December 11  6:00 p.m. Congregational meeting with District   
    President Peter Lange 
  
December 15  9:00 - 10:30 a.m. Christmas Program practice 
   10:30 a.m. - Cookie Swap 

December 16  8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 
   9:45 a.m. Voter’s Assembly & Adult Bible class  
   9:45 a.m. Christmas Eve program practice &   
    Preschool Sunday school 
   10:30 a.m. Mixed Choir practice 

    
Christmas Eve Program & Sunday School Notes: 

   
* All Saturday Christmas Eve program practice will be from 9 

a.m.- 10:30 a.m. Preschool will practice from 10:00 a.m. – 
10:30 a.m. On Sundays, the kids will practice from 9:30-10:30 
instead of Sunday school, with the Preschoolers going to 
Sunday school from 9:30-10:00 and then joining the practice 
from 10:00-10:30 a.m. 

* Practices will be held Sun., Dec. 9th; Sat., Dec. 15th; Sun., Dec. 
16th; Sat., Dec. 22nd; Sun., and Dec. 23rd 



From Martin Luther’s 1528 Confession of Faith 

Since I see that schism and error are growing worse and 
worse, and that there is no end to the raving and storming of Satan 
- in order that no one may hereafter, either during my life or after 
my death, appeal to me and distort my writings to confirm his error 
(as the Sacramentarians and Anabaptists began to do) - I will here 
in detail and in writing confess before God and all the world the 
faith which I propose to hold until death, and in which (so help me 
God) I propose to depart from this world and to appear before the 
judgment seat of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

And if any one, after my death, should say: If Luther were 
living yet he would hold and teach this or that article otherwise, for 
he did not weigh it sufficiently, etc.; against such I say now as 
then, and then as now, that by the grace of God I have most 
diligently considered these articles, have compared them with the 
Scriptures again and again, and would as surely defend them as I 
have already defended the Sacrament of the Altar. I am now neither 
drunken nor inconsiderate, I know what I am saying and also well 
realize my accountability at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
judgment.  

Therefore let no one esteem this as a jest or mere idle talk, 
for to me it is a very serious matter indeed. For by God's grace I 
know Satan thoroughly. If he can pervert and misconstrue the 
Word of God, what may he not do with my words or those of 
another? 

Martin Luther’s 1528 confession of faith is from The Distinctive Doctrines of 
the Different Christian Confessions in the Light of the Word of God  by Karl 
Graul (1814-1864). The 1897 English translation by D. M. Martens is in the 
public domain. The full text of Luther’s confession may be downloaded at 
www.scholia.net.  
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