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December 8, 2019                              Second Sunday in Advent 
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.  If you are a guest or 

visitor with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with 
us again.  Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Gruoner, and we 
hope to see you again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter.  As the Music 
for  Meditation begins,  you are  invited to  join in quiet,  preparation time for 
worship.  Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord 
speak to you; after the service, speak to one another.

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting One (Page 151) 
Opening Hymn: 341 “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”
Sermon Hymn: 344 “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”
Distribution Hymn: 636 “Soul, Adorn Yourself With Gladness” 
Closing Hymn: 349 “Hark the Glad Sound”

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please e-mail prayer requests to Pastor Holtorf at gholtorf@bluevalley.net. 
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time. 
Robbie Oelschlager – chronic pain     Kelly & Quinn Rhoades 

Acolyte this Sunday - Mason Tiemeyer 
Acolyte next Sunday - Camryn Beikmann 
Ushers this Sunday - *John Bott, Ryan Stuenkel, Tyler Ohlde, & Lance Gerleve 
Ushers next Sunday - *Brett Peters, Jacob Bott, Eli Thalmann, & Trey Voelker 

Please email any announcements for the bulletin to Theresa at 
theresa_meier@yahoo.com by noon on Friday.

Upcoming Events

December 8 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class
9:45-10:05 a.m. Preschool Sunday School
9:45-10:30 a.m. Christmas Eve Program Practice

December 9 7:00 p.m. Men’s Club Meeting

December 11 5:30 p.m. Midweek
7:00 p.m. Midweek Advent 2 Service at Zion, Linn

December 14 9:00-10:30 a.m. Christmas Eve Program Practice

December 15 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class
9:45-10:05 a.m. Preschool Sunday School
9:45-10:30 a.m. Christmas Eve Program Practice
10:45 a.m. Cookie Swap

Announcements

* We are thrilled to announce Pastor Joshua Hayes has accepted the Divine Call to 
become the next Pastor at St. John Lutheran Church, Palmer.

* Pastor Hayes is currently serving as Pastor of University Lutheran Chapel, 
Boulder, Colo. He has been there since May, 2016. Before that, he served at 
St. John Lutheran Church (Kramer), Crete, Neb., from June, 2011, to April, 
2016. He did his Vicarage at Our Savior, Carbondale, Ill.

* Pastor Hayes and his wife Diane have four children: Mary (age 7), Livia 
(age 5), Simeon (age 3), and Andrew (age 1).

* An installation service is being planned for Sunday, January 19th.
* A Fill-the-Pantry drive is in the planning stages; details will come soon.
* If you’d like to send a welcome note or Christmas card, their address is:

660 Ten Gallon Drive
Berthoud, CO 80513

* The annual Cookie Swap is next Sunday immediately following Bible class. Please 
join us and bring 3 dozen cookies to share, as well as a large container for taking 
your collection of cookies home in.  

* All midweek Advent services will be held at Zion, Linn at 7:00 p.m.

* The Christmas Eve Program will be at 6:30 p.m., and the collection will be for the 
Orphan Grain Train.

* The Christmas Day service will be at 9:30 a.m., and the collection will be for the 
Joint Seminary Fund.

* Looking ahead, mark your calendars for these meetings/events in 2020:
* Thursday, January 2nd at 7:00 p.m. - Church Council Meeting
* Sunday, January 12th at 10:30 a.m. - Quarterly Voters Meeting
* Sunday, January 12th at 11:45 a.m. - New Member Potluck



THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad 
confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and 
wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins 
and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord invites to 
His Table those who trust His words, repent all sins, and set aside any refusal to 
forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death 
until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily, 
according to Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and because Holy 
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who 
are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of 
this congregation and the Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod, are asked to refrain 
from communing with us until such a time as they are properly instructed. 

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is available 
from our Ushers or Elders.  If you would like to learn more about the Sacrament 
of the Altar and our confessional position, I would be happy to visit with you.  

  -Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 

In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following statements as 
part of your self-examination 

❑ I admit that I am a sinner. (1 John 1:8-10) 

❑ I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, from 
Satan and death. (Acts 4:10-12, John 14:6) 

❑ I desire to live as God wants me to.  (John 14:15, 1 John 2:6) 

❑ I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and rose again. 
(John 3:16, Romans 8:14 & 1 John 5:11-12) 

❑ I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and that with 
the bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood.  (Matthew 26:26-28, Mark 
4:22-24, 1 Cor. 10:16, 22:23ff, Luke 22:17-20) 

❑ I forgive those who have wronged me. 

_________________________________________________ 

This week on KFUO.org, we wish you a blessed Advent! Hear the 
Coffee Hour Choir demonstrate how to simply go Christmas Caroling 
this season (12/4 at 9:00 a.m. CT), begin the book of 1 Thessalonians on 
Sharper Iron (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), and worship with us in chapel 
service from the LCMS International Center (weekdays at 10:00 a.m. 
CT). Find programs on demand at kfuo.org or wherever you get your 
podcasts! 

 

Introit 

In the wilderness prepare the way | of the Lord;* 
 make straight in the desert a highway | for our God. 

Seek the Lord | and his strength;* 
 seek his presence con- | tinually! 
Remember the wondrous works that | he has done,* 
 his miracles, and the judgments he | uttered, 
O offspring of Abraham, his | servant,* 
 children of Jacob, his | chosen ones! 
He is the | Lord our God;* 
 his judgments are in | all the earth. 
He remembers his covenant for- | ever,* 
 the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener- | ations. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

In the wilderness prepare the way | of the Lord;* 
 make straight in the desert a highway | for our God. 

Collect for the Second Sunday in Advent 
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-
begotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You 
with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

As We Gather…     
The prophets foretold a messenger to be sent from God to prepare the 
hearts of God’s people for the coming of the Lord.  And so John came.  And 
John’s voice is still heard in the pages of Scripture by which the Spirit raises 
the valleys of human despair, levels the mountains of human sin, makes 
straight the crooked way of human folly to ready a way by which the 
Advent Savior may come into hearts and lives of His people again this year. 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10 



 1 There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
  and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
 2 And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, 
  the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
  the Spirit of counsel and might, 
  the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
 3 And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
  or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
 4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
 and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
 5 Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 
  and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 
 6 The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 
  and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 
 and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 
  and a little child shall lead them. 
 7 The cow and the bear shall graze; 
  their young shall lie down together; 
  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
 8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 
  and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 
 9 They shall not hurt or destroy 
  in all my holy mountain; 
 for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
  as the waters cover the sea. 

 10 In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—
of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 

Epistle Reading: Romans 15:4-13 
 4 Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that 
through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might 
have hope. 5 May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in 
such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6 that together you 
may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.             
7 Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 
God. 
 8 For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show 
God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9 
and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 

 “Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, 
  and sing to your name.” 

10 And again it is said, 

 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 

11 And again, 

 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
  and let all the peoples extol him.” 

12 And again Isaiah says, 

 “The root of Jesse will come, 
  even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; 
 in him will the Gentiles hope.” 

13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by 
the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 3:1-12 
 1 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 
2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3 For this is he who was 
spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, 

 “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 
  make his paths straight.’” 

4 Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, 
and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all 
the region about the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by 
him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
 7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 
baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from 
the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. 9 And do not 
presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, 
God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 10 Even now the 
axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
 11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me 
is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he 
will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he 
will burn with unquenchable fire.” 



THE SEASON OF ADVENT

BEGINS FOUR SUNDAYS BEFORE CHRISTMAS 

ADVENT comes from the Latin adventus, meaning “coming.” Adventus 
signifies the approach of someone of dignity, power, and glory, someone 
who has the power to bestow favor or exact penalties. 

For Christians, the season of Advent is a time of preparation for Christmas, 
a time of patient waiting for the reappearing of Christ, and a time to 
cultivate the gift of patience for daily life. 

Calendar: Advent begins the last Sunday of November or the first Sunday in 
December. It is always four Sundays before Christmas. 

Customs: Colors for the season are purple or blue. At church and at home, 
light Advent candles (four natural beeswax candles or red candles). 
Beginning on December 17th, sing the “O Antiphons,” which express 
Israel’s yearning for the Messiah. During Advent, set up a creche or nativity 
scene at church or at home. The figures of Mary and Joseph should be 
placed in the nativity scene a day or two before Christmas. After the final 
Advent service, a Christmas tree may also be set up at church or in the 
home. From Advent through the season of Easter, the Gospel readings at 
church focus on the life of Jesus. Read Bible stories to children each day. 

   December 8, 2019
Second Sunday in Advent

St. John Ev. Lutheran Church

304 National Road

Palmer, Kansas 66962

Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor

“Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.”
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