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October 13, 2019                          Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.  If you are a guest or 

visitor with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with 
us again.  Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Gruoner, and we 
hope to see you again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter.  As the Music 
for  Meditation begins,  you are  invited to  join in quiet,  preparation time for 
worship.  Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord 
speak to you; after the service, speak to one another.

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting One (Page 151) 
Opening Hymn: 818 “In Thee Is Gladness”
Sermon Hymn: 528 “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”
Distribution Hymn: 634 “The Death of Jesus Christ, our Lord”
Distribution Hymn: 632 “O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee”
Closing Hymn: 548 “Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious”

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please e-mail prayer requests to Pastor Holtorf at gholtorf@bluevalley.net. 
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time. 
Robbie Oelschlager – chronic pain            Kelly & Quinn Rhoades 

Acolyte this Sunday - Ethan Bott & Dylan Ohlde 
Acolyte next Sunday - Zac Hiltgen 
Ushers this Sunday - *Andrew Tiemeyer, Brett Peters, Eli Ohlde, & Nathan Ohlde 
Ushers next Sunday - *John Bott, Alec Tiemeyer, Jacob Bott, & Cody Ohlde 
LYF mowing October 19 - Elijah Meier & Sophia Bott 
LYF mowing October 26 - Ella & Eli Thalmann 

Please email any announcements for the bulletin to Theresa at 
theresa_meier@yahoo.com by noon on Friday.

Upcoming Events

October 13 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class & Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Quarterly Voters Meeting - No Potluck

October 14 8:00 p.m. Men’s Club

October 16 5:30 p.m. Midweek
7:00 p.m. Adult Mixed Choir Practice

October 20 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class & Sunday School

Announcements

* The flowers on the altar this Sunday are in memory of Deanna Meier.

* The LWML is holding its annual Food Drive this month. When you make your 
trip to the grocery store, consider buying a few extra nonperishable items to 
donate and make this time of year a bit easier for others who could use some 
help. A donation box is in the narthex; all items will be delivered to the 
Washington County Food Bank. Please contact Theresa with any questions. 
Let’s fill the box!

* The LWML Zone Fall Event will be held at Immanuel, Bremen on Sunday 
afternoon, October 20th; details are posted on the hallway bulletin board.

* 11th Annual Linn Lutheran School Endowment Fund Benefit Auction will be 
Saturday,  Nov. 23, 2019 at 5:30pm at the Palmer Community Building.  To 
have your item listed in the Auction Book, we need your donation form by 
Oct. 20th. We do not need the actual sale item until Nov. 22nd.  The Auction 
Committee this year is: Brad Beier (447-0141), Chris & Deb Hansen (747-7207; 
747-7162), Mark & Miranda Meenan (447-0526; 392-7110), Cody & Kaylie 
Meyer (747-8228; 747-8115), Canaan & Jessica Ohlde (336-1003; 541-1600), 
Shane & Ann Ohlde (747-7385; 632-0127), Terry Ohlde (747-6554), and Kyle & 
Ashley Peters (632-0372; 614-2188).

* The new "Mom's Group" will meet the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of each month, at 
6:30pm in the basement of Zion in Linn. This group is for all moms with 
children school-aged or younger. The time spent together will be filled with a 
devotional time, snacks, fun, and fellowship. The next meeting will be Tuesday, 
October 15th. If you have any questions, please contact Megan Hiesterman or 
Miranda Meenen.

* St. John will be hosting the Zone #7 LLL Fall Rally on Sunday, November 3rd 
with registration at 3, hymn sing at 3:15, and rally starting at 3:30. Mr. Mick 
Ohnen, a past LLL International President, will be the speaker.



THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad 
confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and 
wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins 
and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord invites to 
His Table those who trust His words, repent all sins, and set aside any refusal to 
forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death 
until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily, 
according to Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and because Holy 
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who 
are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of 
this congregation and the Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod, are asked to refrain 
from communing with us until such a time as they are properly instructed. 

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is available 
from our Ushers or Elders.  If you would like to learn more about the Sacrament 
of the Altar and our confessional position, I would be happy to visit with you.  

  -Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 

In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following statements as 
part of your self-examination 

❑ I admit that I am a sinner. (1 John 1:8-10) 

❑ I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, from 
Satan and death. (Acts 4:10-12, John 14:6) 

❑ I desire to live as God wants me to.  (John 14:15, 1 John 2:6) 

❑ I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and rose again. 
(John 3:16, Romans 8:14 & 1 John 5:11-12) 

❑ I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and that with 
the bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood.  (Matthew 26:26-28, Mark 
4:22-24, 1 Cor. 10:16, 22:23ff, Luke 22:17-20) 

❑ I forgive those who have wronged me. 

_________________________________________________ 

This week on KFUO.org, begin a new mini-series on Sharper Iron in 
Amos titled “The Day Is Surely Drawing Near” (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. 
CT), study Isaiah 21-25 on Thy Strong Word (weekdays at 11:00 a.m. 
CT), and hear about a mental health topic on Mental Health Mondays on 
The Coffee Hour (10/14 at 9:00 a.m. CT). Find your favorite podcasts, 
including the new Lutheran Ladies’ Lounge, at kfuo.org or on your 
podcast app! 

 

Introit 

Great is the Lord and greatly | to be praised* 
 in the city | of our God! 

My soul makes its boast | in the Lord;* 
 let the humble hear | and be glad. 
Oh, magnify the | Lord with me,* 
 and let us exalt his name to- | gether! 
I sought the Lord, and he | answered me* 
 and delivered me from | all my fears. 
When the righteous cry for help, the | Lord hears* 
 and delivers them out of all their | troubles. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Great is the Lord and greatly | to be praised* 
 in the city | of our God! 

Collect for the Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Almighty God, You show mercy to Your people in all their troubles. 
Grant us always to recognize Your goodness, give thanks for Your 
compassion, and praise Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

As We Gather…     
It can happen that sometimes – maybe too often – we treat God’s grace 
as a once-a-week medicinal prescription – too easily forgotten.  
Nevertheless, God cares for us His people with unwavering 
faithfulness.  Today’s Scripture readings about Ruth, Paul, and the 
Samaritan leper encourage our own fervent gratitude to God for the life 
of faith His Word creates and nourishes within us. 



Old Testament Reading:  
Ruth 1:1-19a 
 1 In the days when the judges ruled there was a famine in the land, and a 
man of Bethlehem in Judah went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he and his 
wife and his two sons. 2 The name of the man was Elimelech and the name of 
his wife Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion. They 
were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the country of Moab 
and remained there. 3 But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and she was 
left with her two sons. 4 These took Moabite wives; the name of the one was 
Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. They lived there about ten years, 5 and 
both Mahlon and Chilion died, so that the woman was left without her two sons 
and her husband. 
 6 Then she arose with her daughters-in-law to return from the country of 
Moab, for she had heard in the fields of Moab that the Lord had visited his 
people and given them food. 7 So she set out from the place where she was with 
her two daughters-in-law, and they went on the way to return to the land of 
Judah. 8 But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go, return each of you to 
her mother’s house. May the Lord deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with 
the dead and with me. 9 The Lord grant that you may find rest, each of you in the 
house of her husband!” Then she kissed them, and they lifted up their voices and 
wept. 10 And they said to her, “No, we will return with you to your people.”       
11 But Naomi said, “Turn back, my daughters; why will you go with me? Have I 
yet sons in my womb that they may become your husbands? 12 Turn back, my 
daughters; go your way, for I am too old to have a husband. If I should say I 
have hope, even if I should have a husband this night and should bear sons,       
13 would you therefore wait till they were grown? Would you therefore refrain 
from marrying? No, my daughters, for it is exceedingly bitter to me for your 
sake that the hand of the Lord has gone out against me.” 14 Then they lifted up 
their voices and wept again. And Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth 
clung to her. 
 15 And she said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to 
her gods; return after your sister-in-law.” 16 But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to 
leave you or to return from following you. For where you go I will go, and 
where you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God my 
God. 17 Where you die I will die, and there will I be buried. May the Lord do so 
to me and more also if anything but death parts me from you.” 18 And when 
Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more. 
 19 So the two of them went on until they came to Bethlehem. 

Epistle Reading:  
2 Timothy 2:1-13 
 1 You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, 2 
and what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to 
faithful men who will be able to teach others also. 3 Share in suffering as a good 
soldier of Christ Jesus. 4 No soldier gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his 
aim is to please the one who enlisted him. 5 An athlete is not crowned unless he 

competes according to the rules. 6 It is the hard-working farmer who ought to 
have the first share of the crops. 7 Think over what I say, for the Lord will give 
you understanding in everything. 
 8 Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as 
preached in my gospel, 9 for which I am suffering, bound with chains as a 
criminal. But the word of God is not bound! 10 Therefore I endure everything for 
the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation that is in Christ 
Jesus with eternal glory. 11 The saying is trustworthy, for: 

If we have died with him, we will also live with him; 
12 if we endure, we will also reign with him; 
if we deny him, he also will deny us; 
13 if we are faithless, he remains faithful— 

for he cannot deny himself. 

Gospel Reading:  
Luke 17:11-19 
 11 On the way to Jerusalem [Jesus] was passing along between Samaria and 
Galilee. 12 And as he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a 
distance 13 and lifted up their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” 
14 When he saw them he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” 
And as they went they were cleansed. 15 Then one of them, when he saw that he 
was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; 16 and he fell on his 
face at Jesus’ feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. 17 Then Jesus 
answered, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? 18 Was no one found to 
return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” 19 And he said to him, 
“Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.” 

———————————————————————— 

From “Elements of Religion” (1894)  
by Henry Eyster Jacobs 

 Even when the Word is not repelled, but received, it has a two-fold 
efficacy, corresponding to the two forms of doctrine which it contains. It 
proclaims both Law and Gospel. The Law is the declaration of the divine 
will concerning what man should be, should do and should omit to do. 
The Gospel is the promise of the gratuitous forgiveness of sins for Christ’s 
sake. All the Law is summed up in the First Commandment, requiring that 
God should be feared, and loved, and served above all things, and 
extending its demands over man’s entire life and into all its details. (page 143) 

* For information on Elements of Religion and other books available from Repristination 
Press, visit www.scholia.net. 



CATECHETICAL REVIEW 

An Explanation of the Small Catechism 
The Ten Commandments 

 30. When are we permitted, and even required, to swear by God’s name? 
We are permitted, and even required, to take an oath by God’s name when an oath 

is necessary for the glory of God or the welfare of our neighbor. Examples include the 
following: testimony in court, oath of office, wedding vows. 

90   Romans 13:1 - Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities. 
91   Numbers 30:2 - When a man makes a vow to the Lord or takes an oath to    

    obligate himself by a pledge, he must not break his word but must do everything   
    he said. 

92   Deuteronomy 6:13 - Fear the Lord your God, serve Him only and take your oaths 
    in His name. 

93   Hebrews 6:16 - Men swear by someone greater than themselves, and the oath   
    confirms what is said and puts an end to all argument. 

Bible narratives: Jesus permitted Himself to be put under oath (Matthew 26:63-64). 
Abraham put his servant under oath (Genesis 24:3). 

 31. When is swearing forbidden? 
Swearing is forbidden when it is done falsely, thoughtlessly, or in sinful, uncertain, 

or unimportant matters. 
94   Leviticus 19:12 - Do not swear falsely by My name and so profane the name of   

    your God. I am the Lord.. 
95   Matthew 5:33-37 - You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, “Do 

not break your oath but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord.” But I tell you, Do 
not swear at all: either by heaven, for it is God’s throne, or by the earth, for it is His 
footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. And do not swear by your 
head, for you cannot make even one hair white or black. Simply let your “Yes” be “Yes” 
and your “No,” “No;” anything beyond this comes from the evil one. 

Bible narratives: Peter swore falsely and thus committed perjury (Matthew 26:72). 
Certain Jews swore to commit murder (Acts 23:12). Herod swore in an unknown and 
unimportant matter (Matthew 14:6-9). Jephthah’s thoughtless oath (Judges 11:30-40). 

 

 October 13, 2019
Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost

St. John Ev. Lutheran Church
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Palmer, Kansas 66962

Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor

The Second Commandment [Cont.] 

[God’s Name] 
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

What does this mean?  
We should fear and love God so that we do not curse, swear, use satanic  
arts, lie, or deceive, by His name, but call upon it in every trouble, pray,   

 praise, and give thanks. 

“Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.”
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