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February 17, 2019                    Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.  If you are a guest or 

visitor with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with 
us again.  Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Gruoner, and we 
hope to see you again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter.  As the Music 
for  Meditation begins,  you are  invited to  join in quiet,  preparation time for 
worship.  Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord 
speak to you; after the service, speak to one another.

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting Three (Page 184) 

Opening Hymn: 475 “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing”
Sermon Hymn: 932 “Jesus Sat with His Disciples”
Communion Hymn: 637 “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord” 
Communion Hymn: 821 “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”
Closing Hymn: 923 “Almighty Father, Bless the Word”

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please e-mail prayer requests to Pastor Holtorf at gholtorf@bluevalley.net. 
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time. 
Robbie Oelschlager – chronic pain          Kay Bott – cancer recovery  
Henry Maseman - congestive heart failure         

Acolytes this Sunday - Conner Ohlde & Mason Tiemeyer 
Acolytes next Sunday - Elijah Meier & Riana Spiehs 
Ushers this Sunday - *Aaron Stuenkel, Andrew Tiemeyer, Tyler Ohlde, Evan Bott 
Ushers next Sunday - *Cody Ohlde, Brett Peters, Aaron Stuenkel, Eli Thalmann 

Upcoming Events

February 17 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible class & Sunday school
5:30-7:30 p.m. Linn Lutheran roller skating party

February 20 5:30 p.m. St. John Midweek

February 24 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible class & Sunday school
1:00 p.m. Day of Prayer Service at Immanuel, Linn
5:00-8:00 p.m. St. John soup supper

February 27 5:30 p.m. St. John Midweek

Announcements

* We want to say a big “Thank You!” to all who donated and to those who 
attended the LYF silent auction and potato bar meal! Thanks to your 
generosity, we have a great start to raising the funds we need for our trip to 
the National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis this July!  We truly appreciate 
your support!  - St John LYF group

* Linn Lutheran School will be celebrating Lutheran Schools’ Week March 4-8. 
To show our appreciation for the congregation’s support of Lutheran 
Education, we would like to invite you to join us for chapel, followed by 
refreshments on Wednesday, March 6, at 8:30 a.m. at Zion Lutheran Church. 
Please call the school office to let us know you are planning to join us. This will 
help us plan for enough refreshments! RSVP to Sheila at 348-5792 during 
morning hours of school by Monday, February 25th.

* ENDOWMENT GIVING PROGRAM: Voters at the Linn Lutheran School 
Association meeting have again approved the matching fund program through 
the Linn Lutheran Endowment Fund. This year there will be $35,000 available 
in matching funds.   A portion of this amount will be allocated to each member 
congregation according to the percentages used for the school bill allocation 
as of January 20th, 2019. Any of the $35,000 allocation remaining as of July 
15th, 2019 will be used to add 50% to any donation to the school from any 
association member, regardless of congregational affiliation.  Your donations 
may be mailed to the school, dropped off there,  or given to a Linn Lutheran 
staff member; checks need to be payable to Linn Lutheran School.

* Immanuel Lutheran Church of Linn (Strawberry) will be hosting the Day of 
Prayer Service on Sunday, February 24 at 1:00 p.m. You can download the 
service from the LWML website.

              (MORE ANNOUNCEMENTS ON THE BACK!)



THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and 
glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only 
bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one 
another.  Our Lord invites to His Table those who trust His words, repent all 
sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves 
us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily, 
according to Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and because Holy 
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any 
who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from 
that of this congregation and the Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod, are 
asked to refrain from communing with us until such a time as they are 
properly instructed. 

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is available 
from our Ushers or Elders.  If you would like to learn more about the 
Sacrament of the Altar and our confessional position, I would be happy to 
visit with you.  

  -Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 

In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following statements 
as part of your self-examination 

❑ I admit that I am a sinner. (1 John 1:8-10) 

❑ I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, from 
Satan and death. (Acts 4:10-12, John 14:6) 

❑ I desire to live as God wants me to.  (John 14:15, 1 John 2:6) 

❑ I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and rose 
again. (John 3:16, Romans 8:14 & 1 John 5:11-12) 

❑ I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and that 
with the bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood.  (Matthew 
26:26-28, Mark 4:22-24, 1 Cor. 10:16, 22:23ff, Luke 22:17-20) 

❑ I forgive those who have wronged me. 

Please email any announcements for the bulletin to Theresa at 
theresa_meier@yahoo.com by noon on Friday.

Introit 

I will praise you with an | upright heart,* 
 when I learn your just and right- | eous decrees. 

Blessèd are those whose way | is blameless,* 
 who walk in the law | of the Lord! 
Blessèd are those who keep his testi- | monies,* 
 who seek him with | their whole heart. 
You have commanded | your precepts* 
 to be kept di- | ligently. 
Oh that my ways may | be steadfast* 
 in keeping | your statutes! 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

I will praise you with an | upright heart,* 
 when I learn your just and right- | eous decrees. 

Collect for the Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 
O Lord, graciously hear the prayers of Your people that we who justly suffer 
the consequence of our sin may be mercifully delivered by Your goodness to 
the glory of Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Listen to Worldwide KFUO.org, your radio station for practical Lutheran talk, 
daily Bible and Confession studies, daily worship opportunities, and current 
issues from a Lutheran worldview. Programs are archived at KFUO.org for 24/7 
on-demand listening. You can also find our programming wherever you get your 
podcasts! Have a question or comment? Find us at @KFUOradio on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram.

This week on KFUO.org, we continue in the book of Ezekiel on Thy Strong Word 
with Rev. William Weedon and guest pastors (weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT), ward 
off theological boredom with curious topics and questions on Cross Defense with 
Rev. Bryan Wolfmueller and his guest (2/18 at 2:00 p.m. CT), and hear God’s 
Word preached to us in Daily Chapel weekdays at 10:00 a.m. CT. Find your 
favorite programs on demand at kfuo.org or wherever you get your podcasts!



Old Testament Reading: 
Jeremiah 17:5-8 
5Thus says the Lord: 
“Cursed is the man who trusts in man 
 and makes flesh his strength, 
 whose heart turns away from the Lord. 
6He is like a shrub in the desert, 
 and shall not see any good come. 
He shall dwell in the parched places of the wilderness, 
 in an uninhabited salt land. 
7“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, 
 whose trust is the Lord. 
8He is like a tree planted by water, 
 that sends out its roots by the stream, 
and does not fear when heat comes, 
 for its leaves remain green, 
and is not anxious in the year of drought, 
 for it does not cease to bear fruit.” 

Epistle Reading: 
1 Corinthians 15:12-20 
 12Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say 
that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then 
not even Christ has been raised. 14And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching 
is in vain and your faith is in vain. 15We are even found to be misrepresenting God, 
because we testified about God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true 
that the dead are not raised. 16For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been 
raised. 17And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your 
sins. 18Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19If in this life 
only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 
 20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have 
fallen asleep. 

Gospel Reading: 
Luke 6:17-26 
 17[Jesus] came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his 
disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea and Jerusalem and the seacoast of 
Tyre and Sidon, 18who came to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. And those 
who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. 19And all the crowd sought to touch 
him, for power came out from him and healed them all. 
 20And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said: 
 “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 
 21“Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you shall be satisfied. 
 “Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh. 
 22“Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude you and revile you 
and spurn your name as evil, on account of the Son of Man! 23Rejoice in that day, and 
leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven; for so their fathers did to the 
prophets. 
 24“But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. 
 25“Woe to you who are full now, for you shall be hungry. 
 “Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and weep. 
 26“Woe to you, when all people speak well of you, for so their fathers did to the 
false prophets. 

CATECHETICAL REVIEW 
THE CREED 
as the Head of the Family Should Teach It in a Simple Way to His Household. 

The Second Article: 
Sanctification 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

What does this mean? I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength 
believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called 
me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the 
true faith. 

In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole 
Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. 

In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the 
sins of all believers. 

On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead and give eternal life to 
me and all believers in Christ. 

This is most certainly true. 

———————————————————————————————— 

From Martin Luther’s 1528 Confession of Faith 

In like manner I speak of, and confess, the Sacrament of the Altar, that in it we 
orally eat and drink the body and blood in the bread and wine, although the 
priests who administer it or those who receive it should not believe or should 
otherwise abuse it. For this Sacrament is not based upon man's faith or lack of 
faith, but upon God's Word and institution. Unless indeed they should 
beforehand change and misinterpret the Word and ordinance of God, as the 
enemies of the Sacrament today do, who of course have only bread and wine; 
for they have not the Word and appointed ordinance of God, but have 
subverted and changed the same according to their own whim. 

*from The Distinctive Doctrines of the Different Christian Confessions in the Light of the 
Word of God  by Karl Graul (1814-1864). The 1897 English translation by D. M. Martens 
is in the public domain. 



* Just a reminder that the applications for the Edgar Fajen Memorial 
Scholarship, School Loan Debt Reduction, and Circuit 7 Scholarship are due 
March 15th.  The scholarship is available for a member of St. John, enrolled in 
school full-time and intend to enter full-time LCMS church work.  The School 
Loan Debt Reduction is for someone who has previously received the Edgar 
Fajen scholarship and/or current member of St. John who is in full-time LCMS 
church work.  The Circuit 7 scholarship is for a member of one of the Circuit 7 
churches, enrolling in synodical school full-time and intend to enter full-time 
LCMS church work.  Please contact the church Treasurer, Annette Bott or 
committee members Nate Meyerhoff, Dennis Bott, Ann Ohlde or Royce Ohlde 
for an application.

* Linn Lutheran Preschool enrollment is now open to members of St. John and 
Zion  for the 2019-2020 school year.   Contact the school ASAP at 348-5792  to 
reserve your child's spot.   Enrollment forms are available in the office.

* St. Paul Lutheran Preschool is serving their annual Spaghetti Super on 
Thursday, February 21, from 5-7.  Raffle drawings will be held after the dinner.  
All donations go to the support of St. Paul Preschool.  You are invited to enjoy 
the meal and fellowship while supporting the mission of the Preschool.

* The Men’s Club of Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church of Marysville is hosting a 
spaghetti dinner on February 24th from 4:30-7:00 p.m. in their fellowship hall 
(1710 Jenkins Street in Marysville); there will be a free-will donation.

* St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, south of Barnes, is hosting a spaghetti dinner on 
March 3rd, serving from 11:00-1:00. Pasta, salad, bread sticks, and dessert will 
be available.  There will be a free-will donation for local food banks and the 
Orphan Grain Train.  We hope to see you there for dinner and visiting!

 

 February 17, 2019
Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany

St. John Ev. Lutheran Church

304 National Road

Palmer, Kansas 66962

Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor

And He lifted up His eyes on  
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