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May 19, 2019                                    Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.  If you are a guest or 

visitor with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with 
us again.  Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Gruoner, and we 
hope to see you again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter.  As the Music 
for  Meditation begins,  you are  invited to  join in quiet,  preparation time for 
worship.  Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord 
speak to you; after the service, speak to one another.

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting Three (Page 184) 
Opening Hymn: 469 “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”
Sermon Hymn: 715 “Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me”
Communion Hymn: 628 “Your Table I Approach”
Communion Hymn: 620 “Jesus Comes Today with Healing”
Communion Hymn: 632 “O Jesus, Blessed Lord to Thee”
Closing Hymn: 725 “Children of the Heavenly Father”

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please e-mail prayer requests to Pastor Holtorf at gholtorf@bluevalley.net. 
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time. 
Robbie Oelschlager – chronic pain            Kelly & Quinn Rhoades         

Acolyte this Sunday - Camryn Beikmann 
Acolyte next Sunday - Aiden Spiehs 
Ushers this Sunday - *Brett Peters, Jacob Bott, Alec Tiemeyer, Andrew Tiemeyer 
Ushers next Sunday - * John Bott, Ryan Stuenkel, Tyler Ohlde, & Lance Gerleve 
LYF mowing May 25 - Elijah Meier & Tyler Ohlde 
LYF mowing June 1 - Sophia Bott & Liz Bott 

Upcoming Events

May 19 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Final Adult Bible class & SS party

May 26 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion

June 2 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
1:00-3:00 p.m. Open House for Gruoners at Zion

Announcements

* Pastor Mayes has declined the Call to St. John. The Call Committee received a 
letter from him, which will be read to the congregation following this 
morning’s service.

* TODAY, May 19th, is our last Sunday school class. The kids will have a party 
outside (weather permitting), but everyone is welcome to join us for Root 
Beer floats (starting around 10:15 a.m.) outside by the playground!

* ENDOWMENT GIVING PROGRAM: St. John's has approximately $8900 left 
in matching funds.  After July 15, both Zion and St. John's members will be free 
to use the remainder of the these funds. Remember, your donation helps 
reduce the church's bill to the school.   Please prayerfully consider making a 
donation today.  Donations may be mailed to the school or given to a Linn 
Lutheran staff member.

* Please help Pastor and Karlene Gruoner celebrate 40 years in ministry and 
marriage by attending an open house in their honor on Sunday, June 2nd, at 
Zion, Linn from 1-3 p.m; there will be a door offering to benefit the Orphan 
Grain Train. Cards may be sent to P.O. Box 343, Linn, KS 66953.

* Linn Lutheran School is accepting applications for a part-time classroom aide 
for the 2019-20 school year.  Contact the school office @348-5792 for more info 
and an application.  Linn Lutheran is a great place to grow!

* The Kansas Honor Flight is now one of the places you can direct your Thrivent 
Choice Dollars.  Many area veterans have enjoyed this well deserved trip to 
visit the monuments of our nation’s capital.   Every dollar donated to the 
Honor Flight goes to trip expenses to honor our veterans as the staff is 
completely volunteer.

Please email any announcements for the bulletin to Theresa at 
theresa_meier@yahoo.com by noon on Friday.



THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and 
glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only 
bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one 
another.  Our Lord invites to His Table those who trust His words, repent all 
sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves 
us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily, 
according to Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and because Holy 
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any 
who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from 
that of this congregation and the Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod, are 
asked to refrain from communing with us until such a time as they are 
properly instructed. 

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is available 
from our Ushers or Elders.  If you would like to learn more about the 
Sacrament of the Altar and our confessional position, I would be happy to 
visit with you.  

  -Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 

In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following statements 
as part of your self-examination 

❑ I admit that I am a sinner. (1 John 1:8-10) 

❑ I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, from 
Satan and death. (Acts 4:10-12, John 14:6) 

❑ I desire to live as God wants me to.  (John 14:15, 1 John 2:6) 

❑ I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and rose 
again. (John 3:16, Romans 8:14 & 1 John 5:11-12) 

❑ I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and that 
with the bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood.  (Matthew 
26:26-28, Mark 4:22-24, 1 Cor. 10:16, 22:23ff, Luke 22:17-20) 

❑ I forgive those who have wronged me. 

 

Introit 

Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!* 
 His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him. 

The Lord has made known his sal- | vation;* 
 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations. 
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the 
house of | Israel.* 
 All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God. 
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, | all the earth;* 
 break forth into joyous song and sing | praises! 
Sing praises to the Lord | with the lyre,* 
 with the lyre and the sound of | melody! 
With trumpets and the sound | of the horn* 
 make a joyful noise before the | King, the Lord! 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!* 
 His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him. 

Collect for the Fifth Sunday of Easter 
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that 
we may love what You have commanded and desire what You promise, 
that among the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed 
where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 



First Reading: Acts 11:1-18 
 1 Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea 
heard that the Gentiles also had received the word of God. 2 So when 
Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcision party criticized him, saying, 
3 “You went to uncircumcised men and ate with them.” 4 But Peter began 
and explained it to them in order: 5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying, 
and in a trance I saw a vision, something like a great sheet descending, 
being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to me. 
6 Looking at it closely, I observed animals and beasts of prey and reptiles 
and birds of the air. 7 And I heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill 
and eat.’ 8 But I said, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing common or 
unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9 But the voice answered a second 
time from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, do not call common.’      
10 This happened three times, and all was drawn up again into heaven.   
11 And behold, at that very moment three men arrived at the house in 
which we were, sent to me from Caesarea. 12 And the Spirit told me to go 
with them, making no distinction. These six brothers also accompanied 
me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 And he told us how he had seen 
the angel stand in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon 
who is called Peter; 14 he will declare to you a message by which you 
will be saved, you and all your household.’ 15 As I began to speak, the 
Holy Spirit fell on them just as on us at the beginning. 16 And I 
remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, ‘John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If then God gave 
the same gift to them as he gave to us when we believed in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in God’s way?” 18 When they 
heard these things they fell silent. And they glorified God, saying, “Then 
to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to life.” 

Epistle Reading: Revelation 21:1-7  
 1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and 
the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the 
holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. 
He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself 
will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor 
crying nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 
 5 And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making 
all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are 
trustworthy and true.” 6 And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha 
and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from 

the spring of the water of life without payment. 7 The one who conquers 
will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son.” 

Gospel Reading: John 16:12-22 
 12 [Jesus said:] “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot 
bear them now. 13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into 
all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he 
hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to 
come. 14 He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it 
to you. 15 All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take 
what is mine and declare it to you. 
 16 “A little while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little 
while, and you will see me.” 17 So some of his disciples said to one 
another, “What is this that he says to us, ‘A little while, and you will not 
see me, and again a little while, and you will see me’; and, ‘because I am 
going to the Father’?” 18 So they were saying, “What does he mean by ‘a 
little while’? We do not know what he is talking about.” 19 Jesus knew 
that they wanted to ask him, so he said to them, “Is this what you are 
asking yourselves, what I meant by saying, ‘A little while and you will 
not see me, and again a little while and you will see me’? 20 Truly, truly, I 
say to you, you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice. You will 
be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy. 21 When a woman is 
giving birth, she has sorrow because her hour has come, but when she 
has delivered the baby, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that 
a human being has been born into the world. 22 So also you have sorrow 
now, but I will see you again and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will 
take your joy from you.” 
___________________________________________________ 

From “A Summary of the Christian Faith” by David Chytraeus (1568) 

What is the Gospel? 
 The Gospel is the promise concerning Christ, or the teaching not known by 
nature but produced from the secret counsel of the Godhead through the Son. In it 
God, out of His boundless mercy, for the sake of Christ, His Son, freely promises 
the forgiveness of sins, righteousness, the Holy Spirit and eternal life to all who 
repent and embrace these promised blessings by faith. 
 The sum of the Gospel is Christ’s statement: “God so loved the world that He 
gave His only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him might not perish but have 
everlasting life.” Rom. 3: “We are justified freely by the grace of God through the 
redemption which is in Christ, whom God put forward as an expiation by His blood 
to be received by faith,” etc. 

* The quotation above is by David Chytraeus and is from his 1568 work A Summary of the 
Christian Faith. The English translation is by Rev. Dr. Richard Dinda and is published by 
Repristination Press. 



CATECHETICAL REVIEW 

DAILY PRAYERS 
AS THE HEAD OF THE FAMILY SHOULD TEACH HIS HOUSEHOLD TO ASK A 

BLESSING AND RETURN THANKS 

Asking a Blessing 

The children and members of the household shall go to the table 
reverently, fold their hands, and say: 

The eyes of all look to You, [O Lord,] and You give them their 
 food at the proper time. You open Your hand and satisfy the    
 desires of every living thing. [Psalm 145:15-16] 

Then shall be said the Lord’s Prayer and the following: 
 Lord God, heavenly Father, bless us and these Your gifts    

 which we receive from your bountiful goodness, through Jesus   
 Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Returning Thanks 

Also, after eating, they shall, in like manner, reverently and with 
folded hands say: 

 Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. His love endures   
 forever. [He] gives food to every creature. He provides food for   
 the cattle and for the young ravens when they call. His pleasure   
 is not in the strength of the horse, nor His delight in the legs of a 
 man; the Lord delights in those who fear Him, who put their    
 hope in His unfailing love. [Psalm 136:1,25; 147:9-11] 

Then shall be said the Lord’s Prayer and the following: 
 We thank you, Lord God, heavenly Father, for all Your    

 benefits, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns   
 with You and the Holy Spirit forever and ever. Amen. 

____________________________________________________________________

This week on KFUO.org, we continue in the Gospel of John on Thy Strong 
Word with new host Rev. AJ Espinosa and guest pastors (weekdays at 11:00 
a.m. CT), hear the Truth in Genesis 26-28 on Sharper Iron (weekdays at 8:00 
a.m. CT), and pique curiosity with insightful topics on Cross Defense with 
Rev. Bryan Wolfmueller (5/20 at 2:00 p.m. CT). Find these programs on 
demand at kfuo.org or wherever you get your podcasts!
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Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor

Where I am going you cannot come.
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