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July 21, 2019                                      Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.  If you are a guest or 

visitor with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with 
us again.  Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Gruoner, and we 
hope to see you again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter.  As the Music 
for  Meditation begins,  you are  invited to  join in quiet,  preparation time for 
worship.  Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord 
speak to you; after the service, speak to one another.

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting Three (Page 184) 
Opening Hymn: 904 “Blessed Jesus, at Your Word”
Sermon Hymn: 589 “‘Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens”
Distribution Hymn: 606 ”I Lay My Sins on Jesus”
Distribution Hymn:  728 “How Firm a Foundation”
Distribution Hymn:  627 “O Lord, We Praise Thee”
Closing Hymn: 818 “In Thee is Gladness”

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please e-mail prayer requests to Pastor Holtorf at gholtorf@bluevalley.net. 
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time. 
Robbie Oelschlager – chronic pain            Kelly & Quinn Rhoades   

Acolyte this Sunday - Aiden Spiehs 
Acolyte next Sunday - Ayla Johnson 
Ushers this Sunday - *Cody Ohlde, Aaron Stuenkel, Tyler Ohlde, & Evan Bott 
Ushers next Sunday - *Nathan Ohlde, John Bott, Eli Thalmann, & Brett Peters 
LYF mowing July 27 - Sophia Bott & Claire Beikmann 
LYF mowing August 3 - Ella & Eli Thalmann 

Upcoming Events

July 21 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
10:00 a.m. Quarterly Voters Meeting

July 28 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
6:00 p.m. LLS ice cream social at St. John - farewell & 
         thank you celebration for Spiehs family & Sheila 

Announcements

* St. John has extended a Call to Pastor John Bussman of Cullman, Alabama. Please 
keep him and the congregations of St. John, Palmer and St. Pauls, Cullman in your 
prayers as he deliberates the Call.

* St. John is in need of someone to teach Midweek to the 4th-6th graders this school 
year at our church on Wednesday evenings. Please prayerfully consider this 
opportunity to serve our youth; if interested, please visit with one of the elders.

* ENDOWMENT GIVING PROGRAM: St. John has used up its portion of the Linn 
Lutheran School Endowment matching funds program. Thank you to everyone 
who donated, and may God bless each one of you.

* Linn Lutheran News:
* Next Sunday, July 28th, we will be having a farewell and thank you 

celebration for the Spiehs family and Sheila; it will be an ice cream 
social at 6 p.m. at St. John.  

* Jessie Uffman has accepted the call to be the 3rd-5th grades teacher.
* Ann Ohlde will be our new secretary.
* Theresa Meier will be a classroom aide.
* We are still in need of a part-time bus driver to drive the band and 

lunch routes to Linn Public and a part-time classroom aide.
* For more  information or to get an application, contact Linn Lutheran 

School (785-348-5792) and David Beikmann at linnluth@bluevalley.net.

* St. John LWML and Thrivent are sponsoring a “Ladies Night Out: A Century of 
Fashion,” featuring Susan McLains on August 7th at 6:30 p.m. in the parish hall; 
bring a salad and one item for the Food Bank for this Salad Supper. Babysitting is 
provided. If you have questions, please contact Ronda Ohlde at 692-4284. The 
rescheduled July LWML meeting will be held this night, as well.

* The Bremen LYF is hosting a coed slow-pitch softball tournament the weekend of 
August 2nd at the Immanuel Ball Field next to the church. Form your teams now 
and contact Craig Harries (785-799-5486) or Ben Scheafer (402-239-1612).

* Immanuel, Bremen (Hermansberg) is inviting St. John to join them for their special 
service of worship and praise as they celebrate their 150th anniversary on August 
10th & 11th. Please see the flyer on the church hallway bulletin board for details!



THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession 
and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not 
only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for 
the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with 
one another.  Our Lord invites to His Table those who trust His words, 
repent all sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he 
forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He 
comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily, 
according to Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and because Holy 
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, 
any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession 
differing from that of this congregation and the Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod, are asked to refrain from communing with us until such 
a time as they are properly instructed. 

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is 
available from our Ushers or Elders.  If you would like to learn more 
about the Sacrament of the Altar and our confessional position, I would 
be happy to visit with you.  

  -Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 

In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following 
statements as part of your self-examination 

❑ I admit that I am a sinner. (1 John 1:8-10) 

❑ I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, 
from Satan and death. (Acts 4:10-12, John 14:6) 

❑ I desire to live as God wants me to.  (John 14:15, 1 John 2:6) 

❑ I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and 
rose again. (John 3:16, Romans 8:14 & 1 John 5:11-12) 

❑ I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and 
that with the bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood.  (Matthew 
26:26-28, Mark 4:22-24, 1 Cor. 10:16, 22:23ff, Luke 22:17-20) 

❑ I forgive those who have wronged me. 

Please email any announcements for the bulletin to Theresa at 
theresa_meier@yahoo.com by noon on Friday.

 

Introit 

Your word is a lamp | to my feet* 
 and a light | to my path. 

The Lord is my | portion;* 
 I promise to | keep your words. 
I entreat your favor with | all my heart;* 
 be gracious to me according to your | promise. 
When I think | on my ways,* 
 I turn my feet to your testi- | monies; 
I hasten and do | not delay* 
 to keep your com- | mandments. 
The earth, O Lord, is full of your | steadfast love;* 
 teach me your | statutes! 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Your word is a lamp | to my feet* 
 and a light | to my path. 

Collect for the Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
O Lord, grant us the Spirit to hear Your Word and know the one thing 
needful that by Your Word and Spirit we may live according to Your will; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

As We Gather…     
The gracious triune God speaks His Word into our lives, as He did in 
Abraham and Sarah’s, Mary and Martha’s, in the midst of our struggle to 
understand and cope with our everyday tasks and problems.  Once again 
this day, God takes the initiative to provide the “one thing needful”: the 
Good News of our salvation in Jesus.  And our hearts of comforted and 
stilled by this message of His love for us. 



Old Testament Reading: Genesis 18:1-10a 
 1 The Lord appeared to [Abraham] by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at 
the door of his tent in the heat of the day. 2 He lifted up his eyes and looked, 
and behold, three men were standing in front of him. When he saw them, he 
ran from the tent door to meet them and bowed himself to the earth 3 and 
said, “O Lord, if I have found favor in your sight, do not pass by your 
servant. 4 Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest 
yourselves under the tree, 5 while I bring a morsel of bread, that you may 
refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to 
your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” 6 And Abraham went 
quickly into the tent to Sarah and said, “Quick! Three seahs of fine flour! 
Knead it, and make cakes.” 7 And Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf, 
tender and good, and gave it to a young man, who prepared it quickly.          
8 Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it 
before them. And he stood by them under the tree while they ate. 
 9 They said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, “She is in 
the tent.” 10 The Lord said, “I will surely return to you about this time next 
year, and Sarah your wife shall have a son.” 

Epistle Reading: Colossians 1:21-29 
 21 You, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 
22 he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present 
you holy and blameless and above reproach before him, 23 if indeed you 
continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the 
gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under 
heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister. 
 24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am 
filling up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that 
is, the church, 25 of which I became a minister according to the stewardship 
from God that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully 
known, 26 the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to 
his saints. 27 To them God chose to make known how great among the 
Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, 
the hope of glory. 28 Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching 
everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ.  
29 For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works 
within me. 

Gospel Reading: Luke 10:38-42 
 38 Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman 
named Martha welcomed him into her house. 39 And she had a sister called 
Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to his teaching. 40 But Martha 
was distracted with much serving. And she went up to him and said, “Lord, 
do you not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to 
help me.” 41 But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious 
and troubled about many things, 42 but one thing is necessary. Mary has 
chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from her.” 

From “A Summary of the Christian Faith” by David Chytraeus (1568) 

What is the kingdom of Christ on earth? 

I provided the definition earlier in the common-place, “On God.” On the basis of 
it, it is clear that the title “kingdom of Christ” unites Christ’s offices of Priest and 
King with the Church. Moreover in Holy Writ it very often means that the Church or 
assembly of people who believe in Christ is subject and obedient to Christ, the 
King, as when we say that, in this life, the kingdom of Christ has been oppressed by 
the cross and tribulation. In some places it means the duties of Christ, the King, and 
all the blessings which He bestows upon the Church, as when we say that the 
kingdom of Christ is spiritual; that is, that the blessings which Christ bestows upon 
His Church through the Gospel are not money, wealth, power, physical peace, but 
spiritual and eternal blessings: forgiveness of sin, freedom from sin and death, light, 
wisdom, righteousness, eternal life and glory. In other passages it means the 
manner of gathering and governing of the Church through the Word and Holy Spirit 
rather than with physical weapons. It also means the King Himself, and God. 
Elsewhere it means all of these together. 

* The quotation above is by David Chytraeus and is from his 1568 work A Summary of the Christian 
Faith. The English translation is by Rev. Dr. Richard Dinda and is published by Repristination Press. 
________________________________________________________________________



CATECHETICAL REVIEW 

An Explanation of the Small Catechism 
Introduction (Cont.) 

 3. Why do we call the Bible the “Holy Scripture?" 
The Bible is the “Holy Scripture” because God the Holy Spirit gave to His    

chosen writers the thoughts that they expressed and the words that they wrote    
(verbal inspiration). Therefore, the Bible is God’s own Word and truth, without    
error (inerrancy). 

11   John 10:35 - The Scripture cannot be broken. 
12   Mark 8:38 - If anyone is ashamed of Me and of My words in this     

    adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him   
    when He comes in His Father’s glory with the holy angels. 

13   John 14:26 - The Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in   
    My name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I     
    have said to you. 

14   Acts 24:14 - I admit that I worship the God of our fathers as a follower of   
    the Way, which they call a sect. I believe everything that agrees with the   
    Law and that is written in the Prophets. 

15   2 Tim. 3:16-17 - All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching,   
    rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness, so that the man of    
    God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

16   2 Peter 1:21 - Prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men    
    spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.  

Note: God gave the Old Testament in Hebrew and Aramaic and the New    
Testament in Greek. Errors in copying or translations are not part of the God-
breathed (inspired) Scripture. 

 4. What is the key to the correct understanding of the Bible? 
Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world, is the heart and center of the Scripture   

and therefore the key to its true meaning. 
17   John 5:39 - These are the Scriptures that testify about Me. 
18   Acts 10:43 - All the prophets testify about Him that everyone who     

    believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins through His name.  
19   John 1:18 - No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who   

    is at the Father’s side, has made Him known. 
20   2 Tim. 3:15 - From infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are   

    able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 
Bible narrative: Jesus revealed Himself as the center of Scripture (Luke 

24:13-27). 

________________________________________________________________________

This week on KFUO.org, hear live broadcasts from the LCMS Synodical 
Convention during The Coffee Hour (weekdays at 9:15 a.m. CT), study the Saga 
of Salvation in Exodus 6-8 on Sharper Iron with host Rev. Timothy Appel and 
guest pastors (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), and hear incredible insight into 
Numbers 31-35 on Thy Strong Word with host Rev. AJ Espinosa and guest pastors 
(weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT). Find these programs on demand at kfuo.org!
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“…but one thing is necessary.”
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