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April 28, 2019                                Second Sunday of Easter 
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.  If you are a guest or 

visitor with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with 
us again.  Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Gruoner, and we 
hope to see you again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter.  As the Music 
for  Meditation begins,  you are  invited to  join in quiet,  preparation time for 
worship.  Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord 
speak to you; after the service, speak to one another.

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting One (Page 151) 
Opening Hymn: 482 “This Joyful Eastertide”
Sermon Hymn: 468 “I Am Content”
Communion Hymn: 628 “Your Table I Approach”
Communion Hymn: 741 “Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense”
Closing Hymn: 632 “O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee”

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please e-mail prayer requests to Pastor Holtorf at gholtorf@bluevalley.net. 
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time. 
Robbie Oelschlager – chronic pain            Kelly & Quinn Rhoades         

Acolyte this Sunday - Daniel Nabors 
Acolyte next Sunday - Ethan Bott 
Ushers this Sunday - *Andrew Tiemeyer, Eli Ohlde, Nathan Ohlde, Alec Tiemeyer 
Ushers next Sunday - *Tyler Ohlde, Eli Thalmann, Evan Bott, Elijah Meier 

Upcoming Events

April 28 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible class & Sunday school
1:00 p.m. Quarterly Voters Meeting & Call Meeting

May 1 NO St. John Midweek (done for this school year)

May 5 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible class & Sunday school
4:30 p.m. Zone 7 LLL Spring Rally

May 12 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible class & Sunday school

Announcements

* Linn Lutheran School is accepting applications for a part-time classroom 
aide for the 2019-20 school year.  Contact the school office @ 348-5792 for 
more information and to get an application.  Linn Lutheran is a great place 
to grow!

* Do you have a child beginning Preschool in the Fall?? They can also begin 
Sunday School. Please ,message or call Ann Ohlde at 632-0127, so she can 
get them signed up.

* LYF News: Nathan and Ashley are next to mow on May 4th; Eli and Tyler 
are scheduled for May 11th. The schedule is available on the LYF group 
Facebook page, on our  church website under “Schedules,” and posted on 
the bulletin board in the hallway.

* The Zone 7 LLL Spring Rally will be held on Sunday, May 5th, at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church (Hermansberg) of Bremen. The speaker is Rev. Harrison 
Goodman. Registration begins at 4:00 p.m., the hymn sing follows at 4:15, 
and the rally starts at 4:30. Lunch will be served following the rally.  

* A special collection for the offering on Mother’s Day, May 12th, will be for 
the Armed Forces Commission.

____________________________________________________________________

This week on KFUO.org, we continue in 1 & 2 Peter on Thy Strong 
Word (weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT), study Genesis 19-21 on Sharper 
Iron: Truth in Genesis (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), and hear more of 
the Smalcald Articles on Concord Matters (4/30 at 2:00 p.m. CT). Find 
your favorite programs on demand at kfuo.org!




THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and 
glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only 
bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one 
another.  Our Lord invites to His Table those who trust His words, repent all 
sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves 
us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily, 
according to Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and because Holy 
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any 
who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from 
that of this congregation and the Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod, are 
asked to refrain from communing with us until such a time as they are 
properly instructed. 

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is available 
from our Ushers or Elders.  If you would like to learn more about the 
Sacrament of the Altar and our confessional position, I would be happy to 
visit with you.  

  -Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 

In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following statements 
as part of your self-examination 

❑ I admit that I am a sinner. (1 John 1:8-10) 

❑ I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, from 
Satan and death. (Acts 4:10-12, John 14:6) 

❑ I desire to live as God wants me to.  (John 14:15, 1 John 2:6) 

❑ I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and rose 
again. (John 3:16, Romans 8:14 & 1 John 5:11-12) 

❑ I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and that 
with the bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood.  (Matthew 
26:26-28, Mark 4:22-24, 1 Cor. 10:16, 22:23ff, Luke 22:17-20) 

❑ I forgive those who have wronged me. 

Please email any announcements for the bulletin to Theresa at 
theresa_meier@yahoo.com by noon on Friday.

 
Introit 

Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may 
grow up to sal- | vation—* 
 if indeed you have tasted that the | Lord is good. 

Oh give thanks to the Lord; call up- | on his name;* 
 make known his deeds among the | peoples! 
Sing to him, sing prais- | es to him;* 
 tell of all his | wondrous works! 
Glory in his | holy name;* 
 let the hearts of those who seek the | Lord rejoice! 
Seek the Lord | and his strength;* 
 seek his presence con- | tinually! 
Remember the wondrous works that | he has done,* 
 his miracles, and the judgments he | uttered. 
He remembers his covenant for- | ever,* 
 the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener- | ations. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may 
grow up to sal- | vation—* 
 if indeed you have tasted that the | Lord is good. 

Collect for the Second Sunday of Easter 
Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection 
may by Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord 
and God; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

As We Gather…    
Like the disciples, we too gather behind closed doors of fear and 

doubt.  Jesus comes into our midst today and says, “Peace be with you!”  
He shows us His hands and side, offers us His body and blood, and makes 
us bold again to celebrate as His resurrection Easter people.



First Reading:  
Acts 5:12-20 

 12 Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the 
people by the hands of the apostles. And they were all together in 
Solomon’s Portico. 13 None of the rest dared join them, but the people 
held them in high esteem. 14 And more than ever believers were added 
to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women, 15 so that they even 
carried out the sick into the streets and laid them on cots and mats, 
that as Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on some of them. 
16 The people also gathered from the towns around Jerusalem, 
bringing the sick and those afflicted with unclean spirits, and they 
were all healed. 
 17 But the high priest rose up, and all who were with him (that is, 
the party of the Sadducees), and filled with jealousy 18 they arrested 
the apostles and put them in the public prison. 19 But during the night 
an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out, 
and said, 20 “Go and stand in the temple and speak to the people all 
the words of this Life.” 

Epistle Reading:  
Revelation 1:4-18  

 4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 
 Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is 
to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and 
the ruler of kings on earth. 
 To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood  
6 and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be 
glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7 Behold, he is coming 
with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced 
him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. 
Amen. 
 8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is 
and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.” 
 9 I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the 
kingdom and the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island 
called Patmos on account of the word of God and the testimony of 
Jesus. 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a 
loud voice like a trumpet 11 saying, “Write what you see in a book and 
send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to 
Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to 
Laodicea.” 

 12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on 
turning I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the 
lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a 
golden sash around his chest. 14 The hairs of his head were white like 
wool, as white as snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, 15 his feet 
were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was 
like the roar of many waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, 
from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like 
the sun shining in full strength. 
 17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid 
his right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last,     
18 and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I 
have the keys of Death and Hades. 

Gospel Reading:  
John 20:19-31 

 19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors 
being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 
20 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 
Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to 
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I 
am sending you.” 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them 
and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins 
of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from 
anyone, it is withheld.” 
 24 Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with 
them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have 
seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the 
mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and 
place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 
 26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas 
was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to 
Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your 
hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.”            
28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to 
him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
 30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the 
disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are written 
so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may have life in his name. 



CATECHETICAL REVIEW 

CONFESSION 
HOW CHRISTIANS SHOULD BE TAUGHT TO CONFESS 

What is the Office of the Keys? 
The Office of the Keys is that special authority which Christ has given to 

His church on earth to forgive the sins of repentant sinners, but to withhold 
forgiveness from the unrepentant as long as they do not repent. 

Where is this written? 
This is what St. John the Evangelist writes in chapter twenty: The Lord Jesus 

breathed on His disciples and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive 
anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not 
forgiven.” [John 20:22-23] 

What do you believe according to these words? 
I believe that when the called ministers of Christ deal with us by His divine 

command, in particular when they exclude openly unrepentant sinners from 
the Christian congregation and absolve those who repent of their sins and want 
to do better, this is just as valid and certain, even in heaven, as if Christ our 
dear Lord dealt with us Himself. 
__________________________________________________________ 

THE SEASON OF EASTER
Begins in March or April

Easter is the chief feast of the Christian year, though in many cultures and 
even in many churches, Christmas may seem to overshadow it. The world 
can find something to celebrate in Christmas, but it is baffled by the Day of 
the Resurrection of Our Lord.

Lent was a time of preparation, the Triduum was a time of participation in 
the Pasch of Christ, and Easter is a 50-day celebration of the new life given 
through Christ. The celebration begins at the Easter Vigil and culminates on 
the Day of Pentecost.

Calendar: Easter is always the first Sunday after the full moon that falls on 
or after March 21. Easter may fall as early as March 22 and as late as April 25.

Customs: The color for Easter is white for joy. Begin the Easter service at 
the church cemetery. Sing joyous hymns, which include “alleluia.” Display 
Easter lilies at home and at church. Explain common symbols of Easter for 
children: the emerging of a butterfly from its cocoon and chicks from their 
eggs represent transformation and new life. Prominently display the 
baptismal font and explain its use to children. Read Bible stories with them 
each day. On the 40th day, commemorate the Ascension of Jesus up to 
heaven.

 
 

 April 28, 2019
Second Sunday of Easter

St. John Ev. Lutheran Church

304 National Road

Palmer, Kansas 66962

Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor

Peace be with you.
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