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November 17, 2019                 23rd Sunday After Pentecost 
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.  If you are a guest or 

visitor with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with 
us again.  Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Gruoner, and we 
hope to see you again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter.  As the Music 
for  Meditation begins,  you are  invited to  join in quiet,  preparation time for 
worship.  Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord 
speak to you; after the service, speak to one another.

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting One (Page 151) 
Opening Hymn: 873 “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies”
Sermon Hymn: 508 (vs 1-3, 6, 7) “The Day Is Surely Drawing Near”
Distribution Hymn: 684 “Come Unto Me, Ye Weary”
Distribution Hymn: 686 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”
Distribution Hymn: 617 “O Lord, We Praise Thee”
Closing Hymn: 918 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer”

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please e-mail prayer requests to Pastor Holtorf at gholtorf@bluevalley.net. 
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time. 
Robbie Oelschlager – chronic pain     Kelly & Quinn Rhoades 

Acolyte this Sunday - Dylan Ohlde 
Acolyte next Sunday - Aiden Sweet 
Ushers this Sunday - *Tyler Ohlde, Eli Thalmann, Evan Bott, & Elijah Meier 
Ushers next Sunday - *Eli Ohlde, Elijah Meier, Trey Voelker, & Brady Kolle 

Please email any announcements for the bulletin to Theresa at 
theresa_meier@yahoo.com by noon on Friday.

Upcoming Events

November 17 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class & Sunday School
2:00 p.m. Men’s Club Trap Shoot

November 20 5:30 p.m. Midweek
6:30 p.m. Adult Mixed Choir Practice

November 23 5:30 p.m. LLS Endowment Benefit Auction

November 24 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class & Sunday School

Announcements

* St. John has extended a Call to Pastor Hayes of Boulder, Colorado. Please keep him, 
his family, and our congregation in your prayers as he deliberates the Call.

* Men’s club will have a trap shoot TODAY at 2:00 p.m. Meet at the parish hall.

* Please note the change in time for Wednesday night Mixed Choir practice! From 
now on, we will start practice at 6:30 instead of 7:00 p.m.

* Reminder: The Linn Lutheran Endowment Benefit Auction is coming up soon! 
Details are following:

* Saturday, November 23rd, at the Palmer Community Building
* Meal: 5:30 - 7:00 p.m.
* Silent Auction: 5:30 - 7:00 p.m.
* Live Auction: 7:00 p.m. - ???

* The Sunday school kids will finish out November with the normal Sunday school 
schedule. Starting on Sunday, December 1st, they will start having Christmas Eve 
Program practice in place of Sunday school. More information will be coming soon.



THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad 
confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and 
wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins 
and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord invites to 
His Table those who trust His words, repent all sins, and set aside any refusal to 
forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death 
until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily, 
according to Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and because Holy 
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who 
are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of 
this congregation and the Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod, are asked to refrain 
from communing with us until such a time as they are properly instructed. 

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is available 
from our Ushers or Elders.  If you would like to learn more about the Sacrament 
of the Altar and our confessional position, I would be happy to visit with you.  

  -Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 

In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following statements as 
part of your self-examination 

❑ I admit that I am a sinner. (1 John 1:8-10) 

❑ I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, from 
Satan and death. (Acts 4:10-12, John 14:6) 

❑ I desire to live as God wants me to.  (John 14:15, 1 John 2:6) 

❑ I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and rose again. 
(John 3:16, Romans 8:14 & 1 John 5:11-12) 

❑ I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and that with 
the bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood.  (Matthew 26:26-28, Mark 
4:22-24, 1 Cor. 10:16, 22:23ff, Luke 22:17-20) 

❑ I forgive those who have wronged me. 

_________________________________________________ 

This week on KFUO.org, hear curious theological topics with Rev. Bryan 
Wolfmueller on Cross Defense (11/18 at 2:00 p.m. CT), study Psalm 29 
and Isaiah 42-45 on Thy Strong Word (weekdays at 11:00 p.m. CT), and 
hear Pastor “Jolly” John Lukomski and Pastor Matt “Youngblood” Clark 
wrestle the basics of Scripture on Wrestling with the Basics (11/23 at 
9:00 a.m. CT). Find your favorite programs on demand at kfuo.org or 
your favorite podcast app! 

 

Introit 

Heaven and earth will | pass away,  
 but my words will not | pass away. 

I lift up my eyes | to the hills. 
 From where does my | help come? 
My help comes | from the Lord, 
 who made heaven | and earth. 
The Lord is your | keeper; 
 the Lord is your shade on | your right hand. 
The Lord will keep you | from all evil; 
 he will | keep your life. 
The Lord will keep your going out and your | coming in 
 from this time forth and for- | evermore. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Heaven and earth will | pass away, 
 but my words will not | pass away. 

Collect for the Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost 
O Lord, almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly great 
and precious promises to those who trust in You. Rule and govern our 
hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may live and abide forever 
in Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

As We Gather…     
From the everlasting God, a sobering word of judgment comes today to 
a world that believes life will go on forever.  The end is near!  For those 
who live apart from Him this a terrifying word that they try to avoid 
contemplating.  But for those who are in Christ, this yearly reminder is 
a word that causes us to leap in joy, “like calves set free from the 
stable,” for it reminds us that our redemption from this world and its 
sorrows is soon drawing near. 



Old Testament Reading: Malachi 4:1-6 
 1 “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the 
arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them 
ablaze, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 
2 But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing 
in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. 3 And you shall 
tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the 
day when I act, says the Lord of hosts. 
 4 “Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and just decrees that 
I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel. 
 5 “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome 
day of the Lord comes. 6 And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children 
and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a 
decree of utter destruction.” 

Epistle Reading: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
 6 Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that you keep away from any brother who is walking in idleness and not in 
accord with the tradition that you received from us. 7 For you yourselves know 
how you ought to imitate us, because we were not idle when we were with you,  
8 nor did we eat anyone’s bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor we 
worked night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you. 9 It was not 
because we do not have that right, but to give you in ourselves an example to 
imitate. 10 For even when we were with you, we would give you this command: 
If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat. 11 For we hear that some among 
you walk in idleness, not busy at work, but busybodies. 12 Now such persons we 
command and encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to 
earn their own living. 
 13 As for you, brothers, do not grow weary in doing good. 

Gospel Reading: Luke 21:5-28 
 5 While some were speaking of the temple, how it was adorned with noble 
stones and offerings, [Jesus] said, 6 “As for these things that you see, the days 
will come when there will not be left here one stone upon another that will not 
be thrown down.” 7 And they asked him, “Teacher, when will these things be, 
and what will be the sign when these things are about to take place?” 8 And he 
said, “See that you are not led astray. For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I 
am he!’ and, ‘The time is at hand!’ Do not go after them. 9 And when you hear of 
wars and tumults, do not be terrified, for these things must first take place, but 
the end will not be at once.” 
 10 Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom. 11 There will be great earthquakes, and in various places 
famines and pestilences. And there will be terrors and great signs from heaven. 
12 But before all this they will lay their hands on you and persecute you, 
delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before 
kings and governors for my name’s sake. 13 This will be your opportunity to bear 

witness. 14 Settle it therefore in your minds not to meditate beforehand how to 
answer, 15 for I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of your 
adversaries will be able to withstand or contradict. 16 You will be delivered up 
even by parents and brothers and relatives and friends, and some of you they 
will put to death. 17 You will be hated by all for my name’s sake. 18 But not a 
hair of your head will perish. 19 By your endurance you will gain your lives. 
 20 “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its 
desolation has come near. 21 Then let those who are in Judea flee to the 
mountains, and let those who are inside the city depart, and let not those who are 
out in the country enter it, 22 for these are days of vengeance, to fulfill all that is 
written. 23 Alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing 
infants in those days! For there will be great distress upon the earth and wrath 
against this people. 24 They will fall by the edge of the sword and be led captive 
among all nations, and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, 
until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. 
 25 “And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth 
distress of nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, 
26 people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world. 
For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 And then they will see the Son 
of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 Now when these things 
begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption 
is drawing near.” 

_________________________________________________ 

From “Elements of Religion” (1894)  
by Henry Eyster Jacobs 

  While the Law and the Gospel must, therefore, be carefully 
distinguished as two portions of the one Word of God, they are not 
contradictory. The one is only preparatory to the other. Everyone who 
inherits everlasting life does so through the fulfillment of the Law. Unable 
to fulfill the Law himself, Christ has become to him the end of the Law for 
righteousness, Rom. 10:4. Law and Gospel concur, the Law being the 
servant to bring men to Christ, i.e., to lead to the Gospel. All the terrors of 
the Law have, therefore, beneath them purposes of mercy. They are 
intended to expel from man all self-confidence, and to lead him to despair 
utterly of himself, in order that in his helplessness he may be ready to 
accent Christ, as He comes to him in the Gospel with assurance of 
completed Redemption. The Gospel is the entire narrative of what Christ 
has done and suffered, of what He is and has and will be for sinful men.  
(pages 145-146) 

* For information on Elements of Religion and other books available from Repristination 
Press, visit www.scholia.net. 



CATECHETICAL REVIEW 

An Explanation of the Small Catechism 
The Ten Commandments 

 39. How is this done? 
 We despise preaching and the Word of God 
 A. when we do not attend public worship; 
 B. when we do not use the Word of God and the Sacraments;  
 C. when we use the Word of God and the Sacraments negligently or carelessly.  
121 John 8:47 - He who belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you do not  

    hear is that you do not belong to God. 
122 Luke 10:16 - He who listens to you listens to Me; he who rejects you rejects Me;   

    but he who rejects Me rejects Him who sent Me. 

   Bible narratives: The scribes and the Pharisees despised Baptism (Luke 7:30). Saul 
rejected the Word of God (1 Samuel 15:10-23). 

 40. What does God require of us in the Third Commandment? 
 A. We should hold preaching and the Word of God sacred. 
123 Isaiah 66:2 - This is the one I esteem: he who is humble and contrite in spirit, and 

    trembles at My word. 
124 1 Thessalonians 2:13 - When you received the word of God, which you heard   

    from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as it actually is, the word of   
    God, which is at work in you who believe. 

 B. We should gladly hear it, learn it, and meditate on it. 
125 Joshua 1:8 - Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on 

    it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. 
126 Psalm 26:8 - I love the house where You live, O Lord, the place where Your glory   

    dwells. 
127 Luke 11:28 - Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it. 
128 Acts 2:42 - They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the    

    fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to prayer. 
129 Colossians 3:16 - Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and   

    admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns, and   
    spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 

   Bible narratives: Jesus gladly heard and learned the Word of God (Luke 2:41-52). 
Mary sat at the feet of Jesus and learned His Word (Luke 10:39). Mary kept and 
pondered the Word of God in her heart (Luke 2:19). The Bereans searched the Scriptures 
daily (Acts 17:11). 

 

 

 November 17, 2019
Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost

St. John Ev. Lutheran Church

304 National Road

Palmer, Kansas 66962

Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor

The Third Commandment (Cont.) 

[God’s Word] 
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

What does this mean?  
We should fear and love God so that we do not despise preaching and His                    

 Word, but hold it sacred and gladly hear and learn it

“And then they will see the Son of Man  
coming in a cloud with power and great glory.”
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