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April 21, 2019                      The Resurrection of Our Lord (Easter) 
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.  If you are a guest or 

visitor with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with 
us again.  Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Gruoner, and we 
hope to see you again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter.  As the Music 
for  Meditation begins,  you are  invited to  join in quiet,  preparation time for 
worship.  Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord 
speak to you; after the service, speak to one another.

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting Three (Page 184) 
Opening Hymn: 457 “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”
Sermon Hymn: 475 “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing”
Communion Hymn: 461 “I Know that My Redeemer Lives”
Communion Hymn: 464 “The Strife Is O’er; the Battle Won”
Closing Hymn: 478 “The Day of Resurrection”

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please e-mail prayer requests to Pastor Holtorf at gholtorf@bluevalley.net. 
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time. 
Robbie Oelschlager – chronic pain            Kelly & Quinn Rhoades         

Acolytes this Sunday - Conner Ohlde & Mason Tiemeyer 
Acolytes next Sunday - Daniel Nabors 
Ushers this Sunday - *Brady Kolle, Lance Gerleve, John Bott, Trey Voelker 
Ushers next Sunday - *Andrew Tiemeyer, Eli Ohlde, Nathan Ohlde, Alec Tiemeyer 

Upcoming Events

April 21 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible class & Sunday school

April 24 5:30 p.m. St. John Midweek

April 28 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible class & Sunday school
1:00 p.m. Quarterly Voters Meeting & Call Meeting

May 1 5:30 p.m. St. John Midweek

May 5 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible class & Sunday school
4:30 p.m. Zone 7 LLL Spring Rally

Announcements

* The Easter lilies on the altar are in memory of Norbert Ohlde, Matthew Nations, 
Dennis Oelschlager, Jeremy Oelschlager, and Bonnie Reinert. 

* LYF News: Emilee & Ally are up April 27th for mowing, and Nathan and Ashley are 
next on May 4th. The schedule is available on the LYF group Facebook page, on our  
church website under “Schedules,” and posted on the bulletin board in the hallway.

* The Zone 7 LLL Spring Rally will be held on Sunday, May 5th, at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church (Hermansberg) of Bremen. The speaker is Rev. Harrison 
Goodman. Registration begins at 4:00 p.m., the hymn sing follows at 4:15 p.m., 
and the rally starts at 4:30 p.m. Lunch will be served following the rally.  

* A special collection for the offering on Mother’s Day, May 12th, will be for the 
Armed Forces Commission.

________________________________________________________________________

From Martin Luther’s 1528 Confession of Faith 

This is my faith, for thus all true Christians believe and thus the Holy Scriptures 
teach us. And of that which may be lacking here my books will bear sufficient 
witness, especially those that have appeared of late, within the last four or five 
years. I beg all pious hearts to bear witness to this and to pray for me that I may 
remain steadfast in this faith to the end of my days. For if in great trials or in perils 
of death I should (which may God in mercy prevent) say something different, it 
shall have no force, and I wish hereby to have confessed openly that it is wrong 
and instigated by the devil. May my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, blessed 
forevermore, help me. Amen. 

*from The Distinctive Doctrines of the Different Christian Confessions in the Light of the Word of 
God  by Karl Graul (1814-1864). The 1897 English translation by D. M. Martens is public domain. 



THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and 
glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only 
bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one 
another.  Our Lord invites to His Table those who trust His words, repent all 
sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves 
us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily, 
according to Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and because Holy 
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any 
who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from 
that of this congregation and the Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod, are 
asked to refrain from communing with us until such a time as they are 
properly instructed. 

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is available 
from our Ushers or Elders.  If you would like to learn more about the 
Sacrament of the Altar and our confessional position, I would be happy to 
visit with you.  

  -Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 

In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following statements 
as part of your self-examination 

❑ I admit that I am a sinner. (1 John 1:8-10) 

❑ I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, from 
Satan and death. (Acts 4:10-12, John 14:6) 

❑ I desire to live as God wants me to.  (John 14:15, 1 John 2:6) 

❑ I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and rose 
again. (John 3:16, Romans 8:14 & 1 John 5:11-12) 

❑ I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and that 
with the bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood.  (Matthew 
26:26-28, Mark 4:22-24, 1 Cor. 10:16, 22:23ff, Luke 22:17-20) 

❑ I forgive those who have wronged me. 

Please email any announcements for the bulletin to Theresa at 
theresa_meier@yahoo.com by noon on Friday.

 
Introit 

I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed | gloriously;* 
 the horse and his rider he has thrown in- | to the sea. 

The Lord is my strength | and my song,* 
 and he has become my sal- | vation. 
Your right hand, O Lord, glorious in | power,* 
 your right hand, O Lord, shatters the | enemy. 
You have led in your steadfast love the people whom you | have 
redeemed;* 
 you have guided them by your strength to your ho- | ly abode. 
You will bring them in and plant them on your own | mountain,* 
 the place, O Lord, which you have made for | your abode, 
the sanctuary, O Lord, which your hands have es- | tablished.* 
 The Lord will reign forever and | ever. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed | gloriously;* 
 the horse and his rider he has thrown in- | to the sea. 

Collect for Easter Sunday 
O God, for our redemption You gave Your only-begotten Son to the death 
of the cross and by His glorious resurrection delivered us from the power 
of the enemy. Grant that all our sin may be drowned through daily 
repentance and that day by day we may arise to live before You in 
righteousness and purity forever; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

This week on KFUO.org, we celebrate our Risen Lord as we enter the season 
of Easter! April 25-27 is KFUO Radio’s 2019 Sharathon, our yearly time of 
reflecting on the Lord’s blessings to us and asking our listeners to partner 
with us financially so that we can continue to share the Gospel to people at 
home and abroad. Visit kfuo.org/sharathon to learn how you can join us!



Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 65:17-25 
17 “Behold, I create new heavens 
 and a new earth, 
and the former things shall not be remembered 
 or come into mind. 
18 But be glad and rejoice forever 
 in that which I create; 
for behold, I create Jerusalem to be a joy, 
 and her people to be a gladness. 
19 I will rejoice in Jerusalem 
 and be glad in my people; 
no more shall be heard in it the sound of weeping 
 and the cry of distress. 
20 No more shall there be in it 
 an infant who lives but a few days, 
 or an old man who does not fill out his days, 
for the young man shall die a hundred years old, 
 and the sinner a hundred years old shall be accursed. 
21 They shall build houses and inhabit them; 
 they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 
22 They shall not build and another inhabit; 
 they shall not plant and another eat; 
for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, 
 and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 
23 They shall not labor in vain 
 or bear children for calamity, 
for they shall be the offspring of the blessed of the Lord, 
 and their descendants with them. 
24 Before they call I will answer; 
 while they are yet speaking I will hear. 
25 The wolf and the lamb shall graze together; 
 the lion shall eat straw like the ox, 
 and dust shall be the serpent’s food. 
They shall not hurt or destroy 
 in all my holy mountain,” 
says the Lord. 

Epistle Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:19-26  
19 If in this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people 
most to be pitied. 
 20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the 
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For as by a man came 
death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For 
as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23 But 
each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming 
those who belong to Christ. 24 Then comes the end, when he 
delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule 
and every authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he has 
put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be 
destroyed is death. 

Gospel Reading: Luke 24:1-12 
1 On the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the 
tomb, taking the spices they had prepared. 2 And they found the 
stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they went in they did 
not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were perplexed 
about this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling apparel.       
5 And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, 
the men said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the 
dead? 6 He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, 
while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be 
delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the 
third day rise.” 8 And they remembered his words, 9 and returning 
from the tomb they told all these things to the eleven and to all the 
rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the 
mother of James and the other women with them who told these 
things to the apostles, 11 but these words seemed to them an idle 
tale, and they did not believe them. 12 But Peter rose and ran to the 
tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by 
themselves; and he went home marveling at what had happened. 



CATECHETICAL REVIEW 

CONFESSION 
HOW CHRISTIANS SHOULD BE TAUGHT TO CONFESS 

What is Confession? 
Confession has two parts. 
First, that we confess our sins, and 
second, that we receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as 

from God Himself, not doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins are 
forgiven before God in heaven. 

What sins should we confess? 
Before God we should plead guilty of all sins, even those we are not aware 

of, as we do in the Lord’s Prayer; but before the pastor we should confess only 
those sins which we know and feel in our hearts. 

Which are these? 
Consider your place in life according to the Ten Commandments: Are you 

a father, mother, son, daughter, husband, wife, or worker? Have you been 
disobedient, unfaithful, or lazy? Have you been hot-tempered, rude, or 
quarrelsome? Have you hurt someone by your words or deeds? Have you 
stolen, been negligent, wasted anything, or done any harm? 
__________________________________________________________ 

THE SEASON OF EASTER
Begins in March or April

Easter is the chief feast of the Christian year, though in many cultures 
and even in many churches, Christmas may seem to overshadow it. The 
world can find something to celebrate in Christmas, but it is baffled by 
the Day of the Resurrection of Our Lord.

Lent was a time of preparation, the Triduum was a time of participation 
in the Pasch of Christ, and Easter is a 50-day celebration of the new life 
given through Christ. The celebration begins at the Easter Vigil and 
culminates on the Day of Pentecost.

Calendar: Easter is always the first Sunday after the full moon that falls 
on or after March 21. Easter may fall as early as March 22 and as late as 
April 25.

Customs: The color for Easter is white for joy. Begin the Easter service 
at the church cemetery. Sing joyous hymns, which include “alleluia.” 
Display Easter lilies at home and at church. Explain common symbols of 
Easter for children: the emerging of a butterfly from its cocoon and 
chicks from their eggs represent transformation and new life. 

Prominently display the baptismal font and explain its use to children. 
Read Bible stories with them each day. On the 40th day, commemorate 
the Ascension of Jesus up to heaven.
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For as yet they did not know the Scripture,  
that He must rise again from the dead.
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