
St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 
Palmer, Kansas 66962    

Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor   Mrs. Sheila Stuenkel, Organist 
E-mail: zionlinn@bluevalley.net   Office Phone : (785) 348-5332   
Pastor Gruoner - Home: (785) 348-5316;  
                           Cell: (785) 447-9138 (emergency only) 
Website: www.stjohnpalmer.net 

Member – Linn Lutheran School Association 
Mr. David Beikmann – Principal & Teacher; Email: linnluth@bluevalley.net;  
Mrs. Laura Stunkel, Mrs. Kelsey Hatesohl, & Mrs. Jessie Uffman – Teachers 

July 28, 2019                                 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.  If you are a guest or 

visitor with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with 
us again.  Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Gruoner, and we 
hope to see you again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter.  As the Music 
for  Meditation begins,  you are  invited to  join in quiet,  preparation time for 
worship.  Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord 
speak to you; after the service, speak to one another.

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting Three (Page 184) 
Opening Hymn: 538 “Praise be to Christ”
Sermon Hymn: 769 “Eternal Spirit of the Living Christ” (to the tune of LSB 917)
Closing Hymn: 923 “Almighty Father, Bless the Word”

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please e-mail prayer requests to Pastor Holtorf at gholtorf@bluevalley.net. 
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time. 
Robbie Oelschlager – chronic pain            Kelly & Quinn Rhoades  
Arnold Lohmeyer  

Acolyte this Sunday - Ayla Johnson 
Acolyte next Sunday - Mason Tiemeyer 
Ushers this Sunday - *Nathan Ohlde, John Bott, Eli Thalmann, Brett Peters 
Ushers next Sunday - *Jacob Bott, Elijah Meier, Andrew Tiemeyer, Ryan Stuenkel 
LYF mowing August 3 - Ella & Eli Thalmann 
LYF mowing August 10 - Liz Bott & Ashley Gerleve 

Please email any announcements for the bulletin to Theresa at 
theresa_meier@yahoo.com by noon on Friday.

Upcoming Events

July 28 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
6:00 p.m. LLS Ice Cream Social at St. John

August 4 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion

August 7 6:30 p.m. LWML meeting & “Ladies Night Out”

Announcements

* St. John has extended a Call to Pastor John Bussman of Cullman, Alabama. Please 
keep him and the congregations of St. John, Palmer and St. Pauls, Cullman in your 
prayers as he deliberates the Call.

* St. John is in need of someone to teach Midweek to the 4th-6th graders this school 
year at our church on Wednesday evenings. Please prayerfully consider this 
opportunity to serve our youth; if interested, please visit with one of the elders.

* ENDOWMENT GIVING PROGRAM: St. John has used up its portion of the Linn 
Lutheran School Endowment matching funds program. Thank you to everyone 
who donated, and may God bless each one of you.

* Linn Lutheran News:
* This Sunday, July 28th, we will be having a farewell and thank you 

celebration for the Spiehs family and Sheila; it will be an ice cream 
social at 6 p.m. at St. John.  

* Jessie Uffman has accepted the call to be the 3rd-5th grades teacher.
* Ann Ohlde will be our new secretary.
* Theresa Meier will be a classroom aide.
* We are still in need of a part-time bus driver to drive the band and 

lunch routes to Linn Public and a part-time classroom aide.
* For more  information or to get an application, contact Linn Lutheran 

School (785-348-5792) and David Beikmann at linnluth@bluevalley.net.

* St. John LWML and Thrivent are sponsoring a “Ladies Night Out: A Century of 
Fashion,” featuring Susan McLains on August 7th at 6:30 p.m. in the parish hall; 
bring a salad and one item for the Food Bank for this Salad Supper. Babysitting is 
provided. If you have questions, please contact Ronda Ohlde at 692-4284. The 
rescheduled July LWML meeting will be held this night, as well.

* The Bremen LYF is hosting a coed slow-pitch softball tournament the weekend of 
August 2nd at the Immanuel Ball Field next to the church. Form your teams now 
and contact Craig Harries (785-799-5486) or Ben Scheafer (402-239-1612).

* Immanuel, Bremen (Hermansberg) is inviting St. John to join them for their special 
service of worship and praise as they celebrate their 150th anniversary on August 
10th & 11th. Please see the flyer on the church hallway bulletin board for details!



THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession 
and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not 
only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for 
the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with 
one another.  Our Lord invites to His Table those who trust His words, 
repent all sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he 
forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He 
comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily, 
according to Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and because Holy 
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, 
any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession 
differing from that of this congregation and the Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod, are asked to refrain from communing with us until such 
a time as they are properly instructed. 

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is 
available from our Ushers or Elders.  If you would like to learn more 
about the Sacrament of the Altar and our confessional position, I would 
be happy to visit with you.  

  -Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 

In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following 
statements as part of your self-examination 

❑ I admit that I am a sinner. (1 John 1:8-10) 

❑ I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, 
from Satan and death. (Acts 4:10-12, John 14:6) 

❑ I desire to live as God wants me to.  (John 14:15, 1 John 2:6) 

❑ I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and 
rose again. (John 3:16, Romans 8:14 & 1 John 5:11-12) 

❑ I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and 
that with the bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood.  (Matthew 
26:26-28, Mark 4:22-24, 1 Cor. 10:16, 22:23ff, Luke 22:17-20) 

❑ I forgive those who have wronged me. 

 

Introit 

Call upon me in the day of | trouble;* 
 I will deliver you, and you shall glo- | rify me. 

With my whole heart I cry; answer me, | O Lord!* 
 I will keep your | statutes. 
I call to you; | save me,* 
 that I may observe your testi- | monies. 
I rise before dawn and | cry for help;* 
 I hope | in your words. 
My eyes are awake before the watches|  of the night,* 
 that I may meditate on your | promise. 
Hear my voice according to your | steadfast love;* 
 O Lord, according to your justice | give me life. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Call upon me in the day of | trouble;* 
 I will deliver you, and you shall glo- | rify me. 

Collect for the Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
O Lord, let Your merciful ears be attentive to the prayers of Your 
servants, and by Your Word and Spirit teach us how to pray that our 
petitions may be pleasing before You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

As We Gather…     
The Lord and Savior of our lives persistently invites His redeemed to call to 
Him in prayer and promises to give the good gifts for which they ask.  In 
today’s service we mimic the request of Jesus’ early disciples and plead, 
“Lord, teach us to pray.”  In doing so, we express our conviction born of 
faith in the faithfulness of the God of Holy Scripture of His sure response 
with the words of today’s psalm, “On the day I called, you answered me.” 



Old Testament Reading: Genesis 18:20-33 
 20 Then the Lord said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and 
Gomorrah is great and their sin is very grave, 21 I will go down to see 
whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that has come to 
me. And if not, I will know.” 
 22 So the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham 
still stood before the Lord. 23 Then Abraham drew near and said, “Will you 
indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24 Suppose there are fifty 
righteous within the city. Will you then sweep away the place and not spare 
it for the fifty righteous who are in it? 25 Far be it from you to do such a 
thing, to put the righteous to death with the wicked, so that the righteous fare 
as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 
what is just?” 26 And the Lord said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the 
city, I will spare the whole place for their sake.” 
 27 Abraham answered and said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to 
the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. 28 Suppose five of the fifty righteous 
are lacking. Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I 
will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” 29 Again he spoke to him and 
said, “Suppose forty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I 
will not do it.” 30 Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will 
speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I 
find thirty there.” 31 He said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the 
Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of 
twenty I will not destroy it.” 32 Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, 
and I will speak again but this once. Suppose ten are found there.” He 
answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.” 33 And the Lord went 
his way, when he had finished speaking to Abraham, and Abraham returned 
to his place. 

Epistle Reading: Colossians 2:6-15 
 6 Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him,         
7 rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were 
taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 
 8 See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, 
according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, 
and not according to Christ. 9 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells 
bodily, 10 and you have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and 
authority. 11 In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made 
without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of 
Christ, 12 having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also 
raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised 
him from the dead. 13 And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having 
forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of debt that stood 
against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.   
15 He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by 
triumphing over them in him. 

Gospel Reading: Luke 11:1-13 
 1 Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of 
his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his 
disciples.” 2 And he said to them, “When you pray, say: 
“Father, hallowed be your name. 
 Your kingdom come. 
 3 Give us each day our daily bread, 
 4 and forgive us our sins, 
  for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us. 
 And lead us not into temptation.” 
 5 And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go to him at 
midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, 6 for a friend of mine 
has arrived on a journey, and I have nothing to set before him’; 7 and he will 
answer from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door is now shut, and my 
children are with me in bed. I cannot get up and give you anything’? 8 I tell 
you, though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his 
friend, yet because of his impudence he will rise and give him whatever he 
needs. 9 And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will 
find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, 
and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened.   
11 What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish 
give him a serpent; 12 or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If 
you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask 
him!” 

_____________________________________________________________ 

From “A Summary of the Christian Faith” by David Chytraeus (1568) 

The Second Petition 

“Thy Kingdom Come” 

The kingdom of God in this life is God’s management by which He not only 
guards and preserves the whole nature which He created and mankind and 
punishes the wicked, but also gathers the Church to Himself through the 
Gospel for Christ’s sake at all time of the world, forgives its sins, delivers it from 
eternal death, sanctifies it by giving it the Holy Spirit, defends it wonderfully, 
rules it when it is oppressed by the cross in this life, restrains the devils and 
tyrants and corrupt onslaughts of nature, and raises it from death to eternal life 
and glory. 

* The quotation above is by David Chytraeus and is from his 1568 work A Summary of the 
Christian Faith. The English translation is by Rev. Dr. Richard Dinda and is published by 
Repristination Press. 



CATECHETICAL REVIEW 

An Explanation of the Small Catechism 
Introduction (Cont.) 

 5. How is human reason to be used in understanding Holy Scripture? 
A. Holy Scripture is given in human language. To determine what is says we 

need to apply the rules of language, such as grammar and logic. It is right to use 
reason as a servant of the text, but the guidance of the Holy Spirit is essential for its 
proper understanding. 

21   Psalm 119:73 - Give me understanding to learn Your commands. 
22   Matt. 13:19 - When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does  

    not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in   
    his heart. 

23   Matt. 22:37 - Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your   
    soul and with all your mind. 

24   Acts 17:11 - They received the message with great eagerness and examined t 
    he Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true. 

B. Unlike all other books, Holy Scripture is God’s Word and truth. It is wrong 
to question or deny the truthfulness of the sacred text (as happens, for example, 
with historical criticism). 

25   Rom. 3:4 - Let God be true, and every man a liar. As it is written: “So that   
    you may be proved right when you speak and prevail when you judge.” 

26   2 Cor. 10:5 - We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up  
    against the knowledge of God. 

27   Col. 2:8 - See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and    
    deceptive philosophy. 

28   2 Peter 3:15-16 - Our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that 
    God gave him. He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of   
    these matters. His letters contain some things that are hard to understand,   
    which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures,   
    to their own destruction. 

Note: See 1 Corinthians 1 and 2. 

 6. What basic distinction must we keep in mind in order to 
understand the Bible? 

We must sharply distinguish between the Law and Gospel in the Bible. 
29   John 1:17 - The law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 

Jesus Christ. 
30   2 Cor. 3:6 - The letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.  

________________________________________________________________________

This week on KFUO.org, listen to curious topics on Cross Defense with Rev. Bryan 
Wolfmueller (7/29 at 2:00 p.m. CT), study the Saga of Salvation in Exodus 9-11 
on Sharper Iron with host Rev. Timothy Appel and guest pastors (weekdays at 
8:00 a.m. CT), and begin a new chapter of 1 John on Thy Strong Word with host 
Rev. AJ Espinosa and guest pastors (weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT). Find these 
programs on demand at kfuo.org!

 July 28, 2019
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

St. John Ev. Lutheran Church

304 National Road

Palmer, Kansas 66962

Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor

“Knock, and it will be opened to you.”
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