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February 26, 2020                                 Ash Wednesday 
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.  If you are a guest or 

visitor with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with 
us again.  Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Hayes, and we 
hope to see you again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter.  As the Music 
for  Meditation begins,  you are  invited to  join in quiet,  preparation time for 
worship.  Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord 
speak to you; after the service, speak to one another.

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting Three (Page 184) 
*We omit the Gloria in Excelsis until Easter.

Opening Hymn: None (silence)
Hymn of the Day: 607 “From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee”
Distribution Hymn: 634 “The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord” 
Distribution Hymn: 625 “Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread” 
Distribution Hymn: 610 “Lord Jesus, Think on Me”
Closing Hymn: 434 “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy”

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please e-mail prayer requests to Pastor Hayes at pastor.hayes@outlook.com. 
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time. 

Robbie Oelschlager – chronic pain     Kelly & Quinn Rhoades 

Acolyte this evening - Camryn Beikmann 
Acolyte Sunday, March 1st - Dylan Ohlde 
Ushers this evening - *Alec Tiemeyer, Lance Gerleve, Tyler Ohlde, & Aaron Stuenkel 
Ushers Sunday, March 1st - *Trey Voelker, John Bott, Brady Kolle, & Cody Ohlde 
LYF Fellowship Hour March 1st - Eli & Ella Thalmann  
LYF Fellowship Hour March 8th & 15th - Liz Bott & Ashley Gerleve 

Upcoming Events

February 26 5:30 p.m. Midweek
7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday service at St. John

March 1 9:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
10:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class & Sunday School
2:00 p.m. Linn Lutheran Musical at LHS

March 4 2:00 p.m. Midweek Lenten Service at Zion, Linn
5:30 p.m. Midweek
7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday service at St. John

March 8 9:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
10:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class & Sunday School

Announcements

* St. Paul Lutheran in Clay Center will be hosting a Spaghetti Supper to benefit their 
preschool on Thursday, February 27th, from 5:00-7:00 pm.  A free-will donation is 
appreciated.  A drawing will be held after the dinner; details available there.  Join us!

* It is that time if year where we are all doing Spring Cleaning! Do you have items at your 
house that you’re ready to clean out but someone else might find new and exciting for 
their house? The St. John LYF asking for donations of items in new or good condition, 
baked goods or food items, etc. for our annual Auction and Potato bar that’s coming up 
on Sunday,  March 15th, after Sunday school and Bible class, around 11:30 am.  Come 
enjoy a yummy baked potato with delicious toppings and check out the auction! Please, 
contact Canaan or Jessica Ohlde if you have any questions or items to donate!

* Linn Lutheran Preschool is now accepting pre-enrollment for the 2020-2021 school year. 
Enrollment is first open to the existing preschool students and congregational members 
until March 15th. After that, enrollment will be open to the community.

* 3 & 4-year-old preschool is Tues. & Thurs. 8:15-11:15 a.m. and is $70/month.
* 4 & 5-year-old preschool is Mon., Wed., & Fri. 8:15-11:15 and is $90/month.
* Contact the school at (785) 348-5792 to reserve your child’s spot.

* Linn Lutheran students will present the musical, ”A Not So Terrible Parable,” Sunday, 
March 1st at the Linn High School Auditorium. The preschool will be sharing some 
songs, as well. Refreshments will be served following the musical.

* Upcoming Linn Lutheran Association meetings at Zion, both held at 2:00 p.m.:
* March 8 - discussion of different options and costs of a building addition.
* March 22 - voting on which addition the association wants to do.
* All association members are encouraged to attend.

* Flint Hills Lutherans for Life is hosting an event at Mt. Calvary Luth. Church in Wamego 
on March 1st; Lutherans for Life Exec. Director Rev. Michael Salemink is presenting 
“Speaking the Truth in Love; Engaging Abortion Advocates’ Arguments and Objections.” 
All are welcome, and jr. high through college-age youth are especially encouraged to 
attend. Details are posted on the hallway bulletin board. 

* March 3rd, 6:30pm - Mom's Group @ Zion Lutheran  - 'Women of the Bible' Bible Study 
with snacks and fun fellowship. If you are a mom with a child or children in school or 
younger, please join us! If you have questions, please get in touch with Miranda Meenen 
or Megan Hiesterman, or find the event on Facebook.  



THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad 
confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and 
wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins 
and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord invites to 
His Table those who trust His words, repent all sins, and set aside any refusal to 
forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death 
until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily, 
according to Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and because Holy 
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who 
are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of 
this congregation and the Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod, are asked to refrain 
from communing with us until such a time as they are properly instructed. 

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is available 
from our Ushers or Elders.  If you would like to learn more about the Sacrament 
of the Altar and our confessional position, I would be happy to visit with you.  

  -Rev. Joshua Hayes, Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 

In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following statements as 
part of your self-examination 

❑ I admit that I am a sinner. (1 John 1:8-10) 

❑ I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, from 
Satan and death. (Acts 4:10-12, John 14:6) 

❑ I desire to live as God wants me to.  (John 14:15, 1 John 2:6) 

❑ I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and rose again. 
(John 3:16, Romans 8:14 & 1 John 5:11-12) 

❑ I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and that with 
the bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood.  (Matthew 26:26-28, Mark 
4:22-24, 1 Cor. 10:16, 22:23ff, Luke 22:17-20) 

❑ I forgive those who have wronged me. 

_________________________________________________ 

MIDWEEK LENT SCHEDULE - “Lamb of God” 
All services will be held at 7:00 p.m. 

 Feb. 26 (Ash Wed.) - St. John    March 18 - Bethlehem  
 March 4 - Zion      March 25 - St. John 
 March 11 - Immanuel     April 1 - Zion 

*A 2:00 p.m. service at Zion will also be held every Wednesday. 

Introit 
The sacrifices of God are a broken | spirit;* 
 a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will | not despise. 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love;* 
 according to your abundant mercy blot out my trans- | gressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from my in- | iquity,* 
 and cleanse me | from my sin! 
For I know my trans- | gressions,* 
 and my sin is ever be- | fore me. 
Create in me a clean heart, | O God,* 
 and renew a right spirit with- | in me. 
Cast me not away from your | presence,* 
 and take not your Holy Spirit | from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your sal- | vation,* 
 and uphold me with a willing | spirit. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

The sacrifices of God are a broken | spirit;* 
 a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will | not despise. 

Collect for Ash Wednesday 
Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive 
the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that 
lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness we may receive from 
You full pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 



Old Testament Reading: Jonah 3:1-10 
Jonah Goes to Nineveh 
 1 Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time, saying,    
2 "Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the message 
that I tell you." 3 So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the 
word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, three 
days' journey in breadth. 4 Jonah began to go into the city, going a day's 
journey. And he called out, "Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be 
overthrown!" 5 And the people of Nineveh believed God. They called for 
a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the least of them. 
The People of Nineveh Repent 
 6 The word reached the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his 
throne, removed his robe, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in 
ashes. 7 And he issued a proclamation and published through Nineveh, 
"By the decree of the king and his nobles: Let neither man nor beast, 
herd nor flock, taste anything. Let them not feed or drink water, 8 but let 
man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and let them call out mightily 
to God. Let everyone turn from his evil way and from the violence that is 
in his hands. 9 Who knows? God may turn and relent and turn from his 
fierce anger, so that we may not perish." 
 10 When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil 
way, God relented of the disaster that he had said he would do to them, 
and he did not do it. 

Epistle Reading: 2 Peter 1:2-11 
 2 May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God 
and of Jesus our Lord. 
Confirm Your Calling and Election 
 3 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and 
godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory 
and excellence, 4 by which he has granted to us his precious and very 
great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the 
divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world 
because of sinful desire. 5 For this very reason, make every effort to 
supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, 6 and 
knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and 
steadfastness with godliness, 7 and godliness with brotherly affection, 
and brotherly affection with love. 8 For if these qualities are yours and 
are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For whoever lacks these qualities 

is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed 
from his former sins. 10 Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to 
confirm your calling and election, for if you practice these qualities you 
will never fall. 11 For in this way there will be richly provided for you an 
entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 6:16-21 
Fasting 
 16 "And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for 
they disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I 
say to you, they have received their reward. 17 But when you fast, anoint 
your head and wash your face, 18 that your fasting may not be seen by 
others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in 
secret will reward you. 
Lay Up Treasures in Heaven 
 19 "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 
rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and 
where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also. 



THE SEASON OF LENT 
BEGINS IN FEBRUARY OR MARCH 

The word lent has its origin in the same root as one of the German 
words for “spring,” Lenz. As nature awakens from the death of winter, so 
the Christian finds newness of life in Christ, rising from sin’s death. 

During the 40 days of Lent, God’s baptized people cleanse their hearts 
through the discipline of Lent: repentance, prayer, fasting, and 
almsgiving. Lent is a time in which God’s people prepare with joy for the 
paschal feast (Easter). It is a time in which God renews His people’s zeal 
in faith and life. It is a time in which we pray that we may be given the 
fullness of grace that belongs to the children of God. 

Calendar: Ash Wednesday may fall as early as February 6 or as late as 
March 10. The dates for Lent depend on the date of Easter. Ash 
Wednesday is always 46 days before Easter. 

Customs: Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, when ashes are placed on 
the forehead to symbolize repentance. The color for this service is black 
or purple. The color for the rest of Lent is purple. They hymns and 
services of Lent do not include the joyful work, “Alelluia.” Consider 
fasting during daylight hours. Spend your regular mealtime in prayer 
and devotional reading. If you cannot abstain from food for health 
reasons, abstain from something else (e.g., television or another leisure 
activity). Do not fast on Sunday, which are not part of the 40 days of 
Lent. Read Bible stories with children each day. 

_________________________________________________ 

Please email any announcements for the bulletin to Theresa at 
theresa_meier@yahoo.com by noon on Friday. 
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