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May 5, 2019                                   Third Sunday of Easter 
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.  If you are a guest or 

visitor with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with 
us again.  Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Gruoner, and we 
hope to see you again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter.  As the Music 
for  Meditation begins,  you are  invited to  join in quiet,  preparation time for 
worship.  Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord 
speak to you; after the service, speak to one another.

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting Three (Page 184) 
Opening Hymn: 485 “Long Before the World Is Waking”
Sermon Hymn: 524 “How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds”
Baptismal Hymn: 592 “Dearest Jesus, We Are Here”
Communion Hymn: 761 “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”
Communion Hymn: 746 “Through Jesus’ Blood and Merit”
Communion Hymn: 744 “Amazing Grace” 
Closing Hymn: 488 “He Is Arisen! Glorious Word”

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please e-mail prayer requests to Pastor Holtorf at gholtorf@bluevalley.net. 
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time. 
Robbie Oelschlager – chronic pain            Kelly & Quinn Rhoades         

Acolyte this Sunday - Ethan Bott 
Acolyte next Sunday - Riana Spiehs 
Ushers this Sunday - *Tyler Ohlde, Eli Thalmann, Evan Bott, & Elijah Meier 
Ushers next Sunday - *Eli Ohlde, Lance Gerleve, Trey Voelker, & Brady Kolle 
LYF mowing May 11 - Eli Thalmann & Tyler Ohlde 
LYF mowing May 18 - Claire Beikmann & Ryan Stuenkel 

Upcoming Events

May 5 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible class & Sunday school
4:30 p.m. Zone 7 LLL Spring Rally

May 6 6:30 p.m. Linn Lutheran Preschool Promotion & Potluck
7:30 p.m. Men’s Club Mtg in HS Sunday School room

May 12 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible class & Sunday school

May 15 6:30 p.m. Linn Lutheran 8th Grade Graduation@St. John

Announcements

* St. John has Called Pastor Mayes from Beemer, Nebraska. He is serving two 
congregations, Immanuel of Beemer, NE and Zion-St. John of Wisner, NE.  Please, 
keep Pastor Mayes in your prayers as he considers his Call to St. John, Palmer and 
the two congregations with his current Call.  

* Linn Lutheran School is accepting applications for a part-time classroom aide for 
the 2019-20 school year.  Contact the school office @348-5792 for more info and an 
application.  Linn Lutheran is a great place to grow!

* Do you have a child beginning Preschool in the Fall? They can also begin Sunday 
School! Please message or call Ann Ohlde at 632-0127 to get them signed up.

* The Zone 7 LLL Spring Rally will be held TODAY, May 5th, at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church (Hermansberg) of Bremen. The speaker is Rev. Harrison Goodman. 
Registration begins at 4:00 p.m., the hymn sing follows at 4:15 p.m., and the rally 
starts at 4:30. Lunch will be served following the rally.  

* Linn Lutheran will promote their preschoolers on Monday evening, May 6th at 
6:30 p.m. at St. John. There will be a potluck that evening and would like everyone 
to bring a hot and cold dish. The evening will close with a short PTL meeting.

* A special collection for the offering on Mother’s Day, May 12th, will be for the 
Armed Forces Commission.

* Bethlehem Lutheran Church LYF will sponsor their Annual Mother's Day Brunch on 
Sunday, May 12th from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Costs are $10 for adults, $5 for kids 5-12, and 
FREE for kids under 5. We hope to see you there! 

* The Kansas Honor Flight is now one of the places you can direct your Thrivent 
Choice Dollars.  Many area veterans have enjoyed this well deserved trip to visit the 
monuments of our nation’s capital.   Every dollar donated to the Honor Flight goes 
to trip expenses to honor our veterans as the staff is completely volunteer.



THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad 
confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and 
wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins 
and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord invites to 
His Table those who trust His words, repent all sins, and set aside any refusal to 
forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death 
until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily, 
according to Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and because Holy 
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who 
are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of 
this congregation and the Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod, are asked to refrain 
from communing with us until such a time as they are properly instructed. 

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is available 
from our Ushers or Elders.  If you would like to learn more about the Sacrament 
of the Altar and our confessional position, I would be happy to visit with you.  

  -Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 

In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following statements as 
part of your self-examination 

❑ I admit that I am a sinner. (1 John 1:8-10) 

❑ I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, from 
Satan and death. (Acts 4:10-12, John 14:6) 

❑ I desire to live as God wants me to.  (John 14:15, 1 John 2:6) 

❑ I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and rose again. 
(John 3:16, Romans 8:14 & 1 John 5:11-12) 

❑ I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and that with 
the bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood.  (Matthew 26:26-28, Mark 
4:22-24, 1 Cor. 10:16, 22:23ff, Luke 22:17-20) 

❑ I forgive those who have wronged me. 

________________________________________________________________________

This week on KFUO.org, we hear the Truth in Genesis 22-24 on Sharper Iron with 
Rev. Jonathan Fisk and guest pastors (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), continue our 
conversation about friendships and ministry with Deaconess Heidi Goehmann on 
The Coffee Hour (5/7 at 9:15 a.m. CT), and study another section of the Smalcald 
Articles on Concord Matters (5/7 at 2:00 p.m. CT). Hear your favorite programs 
on demand at kfuo.org.

Introit 

All your works shall give thanks to you, | O Lord,* 
 and all your saints shall | bless you! 

One generation shall commend your works to an- | other,* 
 and shall declare your | mighty acts. 
On the glorious splendor of your | majesty,* 
 and on your wondrous works, I will | meditate. 
They shall speak of the might of your | awesome deeds,* 
 and I will declare your | greatness. 
They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant | goodness* 
 and shall sing aloud of your | righteousness. 
The Lord is | good to all,* 
 and his mercy is over all that | he has made. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

All your works shall give thanks to you, | O Lord,* 
 and all your saints shall | bless you! 

Collect for the Third Sunday of Easter 
O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world. 
Grant to Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death, 
perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

*This morning, Drake Henry Voelker, son of Michael and Kadie Voelker, 
will be brought to the waters of Holy Baptism. His sponsors are 
Hadden Hiltgen, Josh Hiltgen, and Jared Hatesohl. 



First Reading: Acts 9:1-22 
 1 But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the 
Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at 
Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he 
might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he went on his way, he 
approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around 
him. 4 And falling to the ground he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, 
why are you persecuting me?” 5 And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he 
said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6 But rise and enter the city, 
and you will be told what you are to do.” 7 The men who were traveling with 
him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. 8 Saul rose from 
the ground, and although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led 
him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9 And for three days he 
was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 
 10 Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said 
to him in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 And the 
Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the street called Straight, and at the house 
of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is praying,     
12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his 
hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 13 But Ananias answered, 
“Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done 
to your saints at Jerusalem. 14 And here he has authority from the chief 
priests to bind all who call on your name.” 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, 
for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles 
and kings and the children of Israel. 16  For I will show him how much he 
must suffer for the sake of my name.” 17 So Ananias departed and entered 
the house. And laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord 
Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came has sent me so 
that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And 
immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his 
sight. Then he rose and was baptized; 19 and taking food, he was 
strengthened. 
 For some days he was with the disciples at Damascus. 20 And 
immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son 
of God.” 21 And all who heard him were amazed and said, “Is not this the 
man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those who called upon this name? And 
has he not come here for this purpose, to bring them bound before the chief 
priests?” 22 But Saul increased all the more in strength, and confounded the 
Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Christ. 

Epistle Reading: Revelation 5:8-14  
 8 And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the 
twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and 
golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 9 And they 
sang a new song, saying, 
“Worthy are you to take the scroll 
 and to open its seals, 
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God 
 from every tribe and language and people and nation, 
10 and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, 
 and they shall reign on the earth.” 
11 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and 
the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and 
thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb 
who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and 
honor and glory and blessing!” 13 And I heard every creature in heaven and 
on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, 
“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and 
glory and might forever and ever!” 14 And the four living creatures said, 
“Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped. 

Gospel Reading: John 21:1-14 
 1 After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of 
Tiberias, and he revealed himself in this way. 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (called 
the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others 
of his disciples were together. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going 
fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got 
into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 
 4 Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples 
did not know that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “Children, do you have 
any fish?” They answered him, “No.” 6 He said to them, “Cast the net on the 
right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they 
were not able to haul it in, because of the quantity of fish. 7 That disciple 
whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon 
Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he was 
stripped for work, and threw himself into the sea. 8 The other disciples came 
in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, 
but about a hundred yards off. 
 9 When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish 
laid out on it, and bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that 
you have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net 
ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And although there were so many, the 
net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now 
none of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the 
Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and so with the 
fish. 14 This was now the third time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples 
after he was raised from the dead. 



CATECHETICAL REVIEW 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR 
AS THE HEAD OF THE FAMILY SHOULD TEACH IT IN A SIMPLE WAY TO HIS HOUSEHOLD 

What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 
It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and 

wine, instituted by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink. 
Where is this written? 
The holy Evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke, and St. Paul wrote: 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, 
eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? 
These words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” shows us 

that in the Sacrament forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given us through 
these words. For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. 

How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things? 
Certainly not just eating and drinking do these things, but the words written 

here: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” These words, along with 
the bodily eating and drinking, are the main thing in the Sacrament. Whoever 
believes these words has exactly what they say: “forgiveness of sins.” 

Who receives this sacrament worthily? 
Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward training. But that 

person is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words: “Given and 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” 

But anyone who does not believe these words or doubts them is unworthy and 
unprepared, for the words “for you” require all hearts to believe. 
________________________________________________________________ 

From “A Summary of the Christian Faith” by David Chytraeus (1568) 

How is the Church gathered and governed in this world? 

 Through the ministry of the Gospel or through hearing, reading, meditating, 
etc., on the Word of God; through which Christ Himself is effective, converts the 
hearts and minds of its hearers to God by His Holy Spirit, and with the true 
knowledge of God and faith illumines, comforts, governs and sanctifies them to 
eternal life. 
 “Everyone who believes in Christ will be saved. But how will they believe in 
Him of whom they have not heard? How will they hear without a preacher? So then 
faith comes from the hearing of the Word of God,” Romans 10. “Thy word gives me 
life,” Psalm 119. “In Thy word I have hoped,” Psalm 130. “He will speak to you the 
words through which you and your household will be saved,” Acts 11. 

* The quotation above is by David Chytraeus and is from his 1568 work A Summary of the 
Christian Faith. The English translation is by Rev. Dr. Richard Dinda and is published by 
Repristination Press. 
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