
St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 
Palmer, Kansas 66962    

Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor   Mrs. Sheila Stuenkel, Organist 
E-mail: zionlinn@bluevalley.net   Office Phone : (785) 348-5332   
Pastor Gruoner - Home: (785) 348-5316;  
                           Cell: (785) 447-9138 (EMERGENCY ONLY) 
Website: www.stjohnpalmer.net 

Member – Linn Lutheran School Association 
Mr. David Beikmann – Principal & Teacher; Email: linnluth@bluevalley.net;  
Mrs. Laura Stunkel, Mrs. Kelsey Hatesohl & Mrs. Shawna Spiehs – Teachers 

January 20, 2019                    Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.  If you are a guest or 

visitor with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with 
us again.  Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Gruoner, and we 
hope to see you again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter.  As the Music 
for  Meditation begins,  you are  invited to  join in quiet,  preparation time for 
worship.  Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord 
speak to you; after the service, speak to one another.

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting Three (Page 184) 

Opening Hymn: 864 “Shepherd of Tender Youth”
Sermon Hymn: 852 “O God of Mercy, God of Might”
Communion Hymn: 628 “Your Table I Approach” 
Communion Hymn: 636 “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness”
Closing Hymn: 851 “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please e-mail prayer requests to Pastor Holtorf at gholtorf@bluevalley.net. 
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time. 
Robbie Oelschlager – chronic pain          Kay Bott – cancer recovery          

Acolytes this Sunday - Ella Thalmann & Camryn Beikmann 
Acolytes next Sunday - Ayla Johnson & Ethan Bott 
Ushers this Sunday - *Nathan Ohlde, Jacob Bott, Andrew Tiemeyer, & Eli Ohlde 
Ushers next Sunday - *Alec Tiemeyer, Eli Thalmann, Tyler Ohlde, & Lance Gerleve 

Upcoming Events

January 20 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible class & Sunday school
1:00 p.m. LLS Association Meeting @ Zion

January 23 5:30 p.m. St. John Midweek
7:00 p.m. St. John Men’s Club

January 27 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible class & Sunday school

January 30 5:30 p.m. St. John Midweek

February 3 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible class & Sunday school

Announcements

* SUNDAY SCHOOL: We will no longer designate the 3rd Sunday to 
Kids’ Choir during Sunday school. Instead, the kids will have a brief 
practice in the “opening room” before Sunday school every Sunday.

* !!! The St. John Soup Supper hosted by Men’s Club, which was 
scheduled for this evening, has been postponed due to inclement 
weather. The new date has not yet been determined. 

* Linn Lutheran School Association will hold its annual meeting at Zion 
Lutheran Church in Linn this afternoon at 1:00 p.m. The agenda is 
posted on the bulletin board at both churches.

* Linn Lutheran Preschool enrollment is now open to members of St. 
John and Zion  for the 2019-2020 school year.   Contact the school ASAP 
at (785) 348-5792  to reserve your child's spot.   Enrollment forms are 
available in the office.

* The St. John Men’s Club will meet at 7 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 23 in the 
Parish Hall. Servers will be Dan Thalmann and Keith Spiehs. Dues of 
$10 per person for the year can be given at this upcoming meeting.

* The annual Groundhog Pancake Feed, sponsored by the Bethlehem 
LLL of Bremen, will be held on Sunday, January 27th at the Bethlehem 
Lutheran Parish Hall. Serving begins at 4:30 p.m. There will be a free-
will donation; proceeds will go to the LLL district projects.



THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and 
glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only 
bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one 
another.  Our Lord invites to His Table those who trust His words, repent all 
sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves 
us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily, 
according to Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and because Holy 
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any 
who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from 
that of this congregation and the Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod, are 
asked to refrain from communing with us until such a time as they are 
properly instructed. 

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is available 
from our Ushers or Elders.  If you would like to learn more about the 
Sacrament of the Altar and our confessional position, I would be happy to 
visit with you.  

  -Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 

In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following statements 
as part of your self-examination 

❑ I admit that I am a sinner (1 John 1:8-10) 

❑ I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, from 
Satan and death (Acts 4:10-12, John 14:6) 

❑ I desire to live as God wants me to.  (John 14:15, 1 John 2:6) 

❑ I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and rose 
again (John 3:16, Romans 8:14 & 1 John 5:11-12) 

❑ I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and that 
with the bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood  (Matthew 
26:26-28, Mark 4:22-24, 1 Cor. 10:16, 22:23ff, Luke 22:17-20) 

❑ I forgive those who have wronged me 

Introit 

[The Lord] brought me to the ban- | queting house,* 
 and his banner over | me was love. 

Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the | heavens,* 
 your faithfulness | to the clouds. 
Your righteousness is like the moun- | tains of God;* 
 your judgments are like the great deep; man and beast you |    
 save, O Lord. 
How precious is your steadfast | love, O God!* 
 The children of mankind take refuge in the shadow | of your    
 wings. 
They feast on the abundance | of your house,* 
 and you give them drink from the river of | your delights. 
For with you is the foun- | tain of life;* 
 in your light do | we see light. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

[The Lord] brought me to the ban- | queting house,* 
 and his banner over | me was love. 

Collect for the Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things in heaven and on earth, 
mercifully hear the prayers of Your people and grant us Your peace through all 
our days; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Listen to Worldwide KFUO.org, your radio station for practical Lutheran talk, 
daily Bible and Confession studies, daily worship opportunities, and current 
issues from a Lutheran worldview. Programs are archived at KFUO.org for 24/7 
on-demand listening. You can also find our programming wherever you get your 
podcasts! Have a question or comment? Find us at @KFUOradio on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram.

This week on KFUO.org, we continue in the Gospel of Mark on Thy Strong Word 
with Rev. William Weedon and guest pastors (weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT), 
celebrate the week of the Second Sunday after the Epiphany in Daily Chapel 
services (weekdays at 10:00 a.m. CT), and dig into what we believe in our 
Lutheran Confessions on Concord Matters (Tuesday 1/22 at 2:00 p.m. CT). Find 
these programs on demand at kfuo.org or wherever you get your podcasts.



Old Testament Reading: 
Isaiah 62:1-5 
1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 
 and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, 
until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, 
 and her salvation as a burning torch. 
2The nations shall see your righteousness, 
 and all the kings your glory, 
and you shall be called by a new name 
 that the mouth of the Lord will give. 
3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, 
 and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
4You shall no more be termed Forsaken, 
 and your land shall no more be termed Desolate, 
but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, 
 and your land Married; 
for the Lord delights in you, 
 and your land shall be married. 
5For as a young man marries a young woman, 
 so shall your sons marry you, 
and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, 
 so shall your God rejoice over you. 

Epistle Reading: 
1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
 1Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be 
uninformed. 2You know that when you were pagans you were led astray 
to mute idols, however you were led. 3Therefore I want you to 
understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is 
accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit. 
 4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are 
varieties of service, but the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of 
activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. 
7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 
8To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to 
another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9to 
another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one 
Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to 
another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds 
of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are 
empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one 
individually as he wills. 

Gospel Reading: 
John 2:1-11 
 1On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the 
mother of Jesus was there. 2Jesus also was invited to the wedding with 
his disciples. 3When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to him, 
“They have no wine.” 4And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does this 
have to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” 5His mother said to the 
servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 
 6Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of 
purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7Jesus said to the 
servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 
8And he said to them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of 
the feast.” So they took it. 9When the master of the feast tasted the water 
now become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the 
servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called 
the bridegroom 10and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, 
and when people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have 
kept the good wine until now.” 11This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at 
Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory. And his disciples believed in 
him. 

CATECHETICAL REVIEW 

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 
as the Head of the Family Should Teach Them in a Simple Way to His Household. 

The Close of the Commandments: 

What does God say about all these commandments?  
He says: “I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children 
for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who 
hate Me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love Me 
and keep My commandments.” (Exodus 20:5-6) 

What does this mean? 
God threatens to punish all who break these commandments. Therefore, 
we should fear His wrath and not do anything against them. But He 
promises grace and every blessing to all who keep these commandments. 
Therefore, we should also love and trust in Him and gladly do what He 
commands. 

Please email any announcements for the bulletin to Theresa at 
theresa_meier@yahoo.com by noon on Friday.
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The excerpt above is from The Lord Will Answer: A Daily Prayer Catechism, compiled 
and edited by Edward Engelbrecht of Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis.

Now draw some out and take it 
to the steward of the feast.

The Season of Epiphany 
Begins on January 6 

The Greek word epiphaneia refers to the appearance of a 
god among mortals. The same word was adapted to describe 
the visit of a king to a favored city. He was greeted with 
pomp. Days were spent in feasting and revelry, all at the 
king’s expense. 

The epiphany of Jesus is the Lord’s gracious appearance to 
His people with signs and wonders and favors given at His own 
expense. Epiphany is about the Magi, the gathering of the 
Gentiles as God’s people. It is also about the Baptism of our 
Lord, who prepares the waters of Baptism for us. Epiphany is 
about Jesus’ first sign or miracle performed at Cana to bless a 
marriage. 

Calendar: Epiphany always begins on January 6. The 
length of the season depends on the date of Easter. The last 
Sunday in Epiphany is always Transfiguration Sunday. 

Customs: For Epiphany Day and The Baptism of Our Lord 
(the first Sunday after Epiphany Day) the color is white, 
symbolizing joy and purity. For the rest of the Epiphany 
season, the color is green, the color of life and growth. On 
Epiphany Day, burn the Christmas trees at a bonfire. Sing 
carols or hymns. On Baptism of Our Lord Sunday, celebrate 
God’s blessings for you in Baptism by renewing your baptismal 
vows. Encourage baptismal sponsors and mentors to fulfill 
their “loving and faithful work.” Tell children the story of 
their baptismal day and encourage them to play around a 
basin of water. Read Bible stories with them each day. 


