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February 21, 2021                      First Sunday in Lent 
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.  If you are a guest or 

visitor with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with 
us again.  Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Hayes, and we 
hope to see you again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter.  As the Music 
for  Meditation begins,  you are  invited to  join in quiet,  preparation time for 
worship.  Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord 
speak to you; after the service, speak to one another.

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting Three (Page 184) 
*No more Gloria or Alleluia until Easter 

Opening Hymn: 418 “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days”
Hymn of the Day: 656 “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”
Distribution Hymn: 424 “O Christ, You Walked the Road”
Distribution Hymn: 716 “I Walk in Danger All the Way”
Distribution Hymn: 420 “Christ, the Life of All the Living”
Closing Hymn: 666 “O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe”

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please e-mail prayer requests to Pastor Hayes at pastor.hayes@outlook.com. 
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time.  

  
Raymond Ohlde, Angie Reinert, LaVon Hornbostel, Lula Stuenkel,   
Marilyn Ohlde, & Loraine Oldehoeft (our nursing home residents) 
Tiffany Snyder (cancer)    Ladonna Hornkohl (cancer) 
Robbie Oelschlager (chronic pain)  Kelly & Quinn Rhoades 
Lorna Heitman    Abram Close 

Acolyte this Sunday - Dylan Ohlde 
Acolyte next Sunday - Liam Voelker 
Ushers this Sunday - *Brady Kolle, Elijah Meier, Ryan Stuenkel, & Lance Gerleve 
Ushers next Sunday - *John Bott, Evan Bott, Aaron Stuenkel, & Tyler Ohlde 
LYF Fellowship Hour duty today & Feb. 28th - Ella & Eli Thalmann 
LYF Fellowship Hour duty March 7th & 14th - Sophia Bott & Claire Beikmann 

Upcoming Events
February 21 8:00 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion

9:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
10:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class & Children’s Sunday School

February 24 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. Midweek & Confirmation
7:00 p.m. Midweek Lent 1 

February 28 8:00 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
10:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class & Children’s Sunday School

Announcements
* The prayer chain for St. John has been updated. Whenever there is a prayer 

request, please contact Ann Ohlde at 785-632-0127 (cell) or 785-692-4244 at home 
(please use the home phone last) or annohlde@hotmail.com.  Ann will begin the 
process of circulating the request. If all three ways to reach Ann have not worked, 
you can contact Annette Bott at 692-4272 or 632-7425 (cell), or e-mail 
anbott@bluevalley.net. If you are not on the prayer chain and would like to be 
added, please contact Ann Ohlde at the above information.

* Today, February 21, the offering will be for Lutheran Hour Ministries.  Last Sunday 
you saw what the LLL/LHM has done in the past and today.  The issue of “The 
Lutheran Layman” is online for you and your family.  Find the Winter 2020 issue—
Do You Have a Spiritually Vibrant Home..  Tell others what you found and have a 
conversation with your family or someone.  Again, thanks for your support.

* Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Greenleaf, has postponed their annual Men's Club 
Soup Supper to Sunday, February 28th, due to the frigid temperatures!  This year 
we will have both dine-in and drive through service at the Parish Hall.  The dine-in 
service will be from 5-8 p.m.  The drive through service will be from 4:00 to 7:30.  If 
you wish to use the drive through service you can call ahead and place your order. 
(785 747-6293)  Just drive between the Church and the Parish Hall and will bring 
your food to your car.  We will have delicious soups and desserts available. There 
will be a free will offering and proceeds will go to the District LLL Project.

* Linn Lutheran Preschool enrollment times approaching for the 2021-22: If you 
are: LL Preschool returning students, association member church families (St. John 
and Zion), or current LLS families, ...your enrollment opening date is set for 
February 15th, 2021. If you do not fall under the mentioned criteria, your 
enrollment opening date is set for March 16th, 2021. NOTE: To enroll, call LLS at 
(785) 348-5792 or stop in the office to get your child’s name on our list. Early 
enrollment prior to the dates listed above, enrollment via text, email, and/or 
messenger will NOT be accepted, and we will ask you to hold your request until the 
enrollment window is open as specified above.

* This week on KFUO.org, join us for Midweek Lent Worship and Organ Concert on 
Wednesday, Feb. 24,  at 11 a.m., continue studying Ephesians on Thy Strong Word 
(weekdays at 11 a.m.), and continue studying the Gospel of Mark on Sharper Iron 
(weekdays at 8 a.m.). Find your favorite programs on demand at kfuo.org or on 
your podcast app!



THE LORD’S SUPPER 
The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad 

confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but 
His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen 
our union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord invites to His Table those who trust 
His words, repent all sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives 
and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily, according 
to Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a 
confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in 
doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, are asked to refrain from communing with us until 
such a time as they are properly instructed. 

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is available from 
our Ushers or Elders.  If you would like to learn more about the Sacrament of the Altar 
and our confessional position, I would be happy to visit with you.  

  -Rev. Joshua Hayes, Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 

In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following statements as part of 
your self-examination: 

❑ I admit that I am a sinner. (1 John 1:8-10) 

❑ I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, from Satan and 
death. (Acts 4:10-12; John 14:6) 

❑ I desire to live as God wants me to.  (John 14:15; 1 John 2:6) 

❑ I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and rose again. (John 
3:16; Romans 8:14; & 1 John 5:11-12) 

❑ I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and that with the 
bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood.  (Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 4:22-24; 
1 Cor. 10:16, 22:23ff; Luke 22:17-20) 

❑ I forgive those who have wronged me. 
____________________________________________________________________________

Morning Prayer 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 
have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep 
me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life my please You. 
For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let 
Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.
____________________________________________________________________________

Please email any announcements for the bulletin to Theresa at 
theresa_meier@yahoo.com by noon on Friday.

 

Introit (Psalm 91:1-2, 9-10, 13; antiphon: vv. 15a, c, 16) 
When he calls to me, I will | answer him;* 
 I will rescue him and | honor him. 
With long life I will sat- | isfy him* 
 and show him my sal- | vation. 

He who dwells in the shelter of the | Most High* 
 will abide in the shadow of the Al- | mighty. 
I will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my | fortress,* 
 my God, in | whom I trust.” 
Because you have made the Lord your | dwelling place—* 
 the Most High, who is my | refuge— 
no evil shall be allowed to be- | fall you,* 
 no plague come | near your tent. 
You will tread on the lion and the | adder;* 
 the young lion and the serpent you will trample | underfoot. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

When he calls to me, I will | answer him;* 
 I will rescue him and | honor him. 
With long life I will sat- | isfy him* 
 and show him my sal- | vation. 

Collect for the First Sunday in Lent 
O Lord, mercifully hear our prayer, and stretch forth the right hand of 
Your majesty to defend us from them that rise up against us; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

* To join the audio broadcast from the parking lot during the service, tune in to FM 
107.9. You may also come and listen from the parish hall, if it makes you more 
comfortable. Pastor can bring Holy Communion to you either way.



Old Testament Reading: Genesis 3:1-21 
 1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord 
God had made. 
 He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in 
the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the 
trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in 
the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4 But the serpent 
said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it 
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So 
when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the 
eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and 
ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the 
eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig 
leaves together and made themselves loincloths. 
 8 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of 
the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God 
among the trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, 
“Where are you?” 10 And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was 
afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you 
were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?”       
12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of 
the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you 
have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
 14 The Lord God said to the serpent, 
    “Because you have done this, 
  cursed are you above all livestock 
  and above all beasts of the field; 
    on your belly you shall go, 
  and dust you shall eat 
  all the days of your life. 
    15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
  and between your offspring and her offspring; 
    he shall bruise your head, 
  and you shall bruise his heel.” 
 16 To the woman he said, 
    “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; 
  in pain you shall bring forth children. 
    Your desire shall be for your husband, 
  and he shall rule over you.” 
 17 And to Adam he said, 
    “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife 
  and have eaten of the tree 
    of which I commanded you, 
  ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 
    cursed is the ground because of you; 
  in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
    18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 
  and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
    19 By the sweat of your face 
  you shall eat bread, 

    till you return to the ground, 
  for out of it you were taken; 
    for you are dust, 
  and to dust you shall return.” 
 20 The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. 
21 And the Lord God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed 
them. 

Epistle Reading: 2 Corinthians 6:1-10 
 1 Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of 
God in vain. 2 For he says, 
    “In a favorable time I listened to you, 
  and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” 
Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 3 We put no 
obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4 but as 
servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: by great endurance, in 
afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5 beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless 
nights, hunger; 6 by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine 
love; 7 by truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness 
for the right hand and for the left; 8 through honor and dishonor, through slander and 
praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9 as unknown, and yet well 
known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed; 10 as 
sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, 
yet possessing everything. 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 4:1-11 
 1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 
devil. 2 And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 And the 
tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to 
become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is written, 
    “‘Man shall not live by bread alone, 
  but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple   
6 and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, 
    “‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 
and 
    “‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
  lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” 
7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the 
test.’” 8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 And he said to him, “All these I will give 
you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, 
Satan! For it is written, 
    “‘You shall worship the Lord your God 
  and him only shall you serve.’” 
11 Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him. 



As We Gather…    Jesus Does Battle in Our Place 
In the Garden, man exalts himself to be a god in place of God (Genesis 3:1–21). 
He succumbs to the temptation of the devil, and eating of the forbidden fruit, he 
receives death. But in the sin-cursed wilderness, God humbles Himself to 
become man in place of man (Matthew 4:1–11). He does not eat but fasts and 
bears the onslaughts of the devil for us that we may be restored to life. Jesus 
stands as David in our place to do battle against the Goliath, Satan (1 Samuel 
17:40–51). Though outwardly Jesus appears weak, yet He comes in the name of 
the Lord of hosts. He draws from the five smooth stones of the books of Moses 
and slings the Word of God. The stone sinks into the forehead, and the enemy 
falls. In Christ we are victorious over the devil. Let us therefore not receive the 
grace of God in vain (2 Corinthians 6:1–10), but seeing that we have a great 
High Priest, let us come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain help in 
time of need (Hebrews 4:14–16). 

———————————————————————————————— 
THE SEASON OF LENT 

BEGINS IN FEBRUARY OR MARCH 

The word lent has its origin in the same root as one of the German 
words for “spring,” Lenz. As nature awakens from the death of winter, so 
the Christian finds newness of life in Christ, rising from sin’s death. 

During the 40 days of Lent, God’s baptized people cleanse their hearts 
through the discipline of Lent: repentance, prayer, fasting, and 
almsgiving. Lent is a time in which God’s people prepare with joy for the 
paschal feast (Easter). It is a time in which God renews His people’s zeal 
in faith and life. It is a time in which we pray that we may be given the 
fullness of grace that belongs to the children of God. 

Calendar: Ash Wednesday may fall as early as February 6 or as late as 
March 10. The dates for Lent depend on the date of Easter. Ash 
Wednesday is always 46 days before Easter. 

Customs: Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, when ashes are placed on 
the forehead to symbolize repentance. The color for this service is black 
or purple. The color for the rest of Lent is purple. They hymns and 
services of Lent do not include the joyful work, “Alelluia.” Consider 
fasting during daylight hours. Spend your regular mealtime in prayer 
and devotional reading. If you cannot abstain from food for health 
reasons, abstain from something else (e.g., television or another leisure 
activity). Do not fast on Sunday, which are not part of the 40 days of 
Lent. Read Bible stories with children each day. 
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