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September 1, 2019                       Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.  If you are a guest or 

visitor with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with 
us again.  Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Gruoner, and we 
hope to see you again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter.  As the Music 
for  Meditation begins,  you are  invited to  join in quiet,  preparation time for 
worship.  Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord 
speak to you; after the service, speak to one another.

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting One (Page 151) 
Opening Hymn: 354:1-3 “Arise, O Christian People”
Sermon Hymn: 567 “Not What These Hands Have Done”
Distribution Hymn: 570 ”Just As I Am, Without One Plea”
Distribution Hymn: 568 ”If Your Beloved Son, O God”
Distribution Hymn: 857 ”Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way” 
Closing Hymn: 548 ”Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious”

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please e-mail prayer requests to Pastor Holtorf at gholtorf@bluevalley.net. 
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time. 
Robbie Oelschlager – chronic pain            Kelly & Quinn Rhoades 
Arnold Lohmeyer 
Morgan, DJ, & Weston Wurtz - thanksgiving for a healthy delivery 

Acolyte this Sunday - Mason Tiemeyer & Zac Hiltgen 
Acolyte next Sunday - Ethan Bott & Dylan Ohlde 
Ushers this Sunday - *Cody Ohlde, Brett Peters, Ryan Stuenkel, & Eli Thalmann 
Ushers next Sunday - *Brady Kolle, Trey Voelker, Ryan Stuenkel, & Alec Tiemeyer 
LYF mowing September 7 - Tyler Ohlde & Liz Bott 
LYF mowing September 14 - Ashley Gerleve & Sophia Bott 

Upcoming Events

September 1 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion

September 8 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class & Sunday School

September 11 5:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m. Midweek

September 15 No service or Bible class/SS at St. John 
9:00 a.m. Mission Festival Bible Class
10:00 a.m. Mission Festival Service at LHS Old Gym

Announcements

* St. John has extended a Call to Reverend Jonathan Lange, who serves St. Paul 
Lutheran Church of Kemmerer, Wyoming and Our Savior Lutheran Church of 
Evanston, Wyoming. Please keep him and the congregations of St. John and the 
two churches he is now serving in your prayers as he deliberates the new Call. 

* Adult Mixed Choir: We will have a quick meeting following the service next 
Sunday, September 8th, in order to discuss practicing on Wednesday evenings.

* Our first Sunday school class is on Sunday, September 8th! Fall teaching schedules 
have been put in the church boxes and are posted on the hallway bulletin board.

* Our Annual Mission Festival will be held on Sunday, September 15th, at the old Linn 
High School Gym. Our Guest this year is the Rev. Rod A. Benkendorf from the 
Lutheran Heritage Foundation, who will lead Bible study and give the sermon 
during the service. Bible Class will be at 9:00, and our Service of Prayer and 
Preaching will be at 10:00. If you have any questions, please call Rev. Matthew 
Durance at Bethlehem Lutheran Church.

* The members of Trinity Lutheran Church, Hanover, KS, has invited our 
congregation to its 37th annual “All You Can Eat” church supper on September 
29th, serving from 4-8 p.m. Menu items, prices, and other details are posted on the 
hallway bulletin board.

* Important dates to remember:
* Church Council Meeting – 8:00 p.m., Wednesday, October 2nd
* Quarterly Voters Meeting – Sunday, October 13th – time to be determined.  

The Council discussed having a pot-luck with the meeting – not knowing if 
we will have a Pastor – will wait closer to the date to set the times.

* Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Washington will be hosting a program called 
“Stay Strong, Stay Healthy” that is based on simple, strength-building exercises that 
will improve balance, health, and state of mind, promoting quality of life and 
independence, especially for adults age 60 and over. If you are interested, the 
details are posted on the hallway bulletin board.



THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession 
and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not 
only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for 
the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with 
one another.  Our Lord invites to His Table those who trust His words, 
repent all sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he 
forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He 
comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily, 
according to Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and because Holy 
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, 
any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession 
differing from that of this congregation and the Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod, are asked to refrain from communing with us until such 
a time as they are properly instructed. 

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is 
available from our Ushers or Elders.  If you would like to learn more 
about the Sacrament of the Altar and our confessional position, I would 
be happy to visit with you.  

  -Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 

In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following 
statements as part of your self-examination 

❑ I admit that I am a sinner. (1 John 1:8-10) 

❑ I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, 
from Satan and death. (Acts 4:10-12, John 14:6) 

❑ I desire to live as God wants me to.  (John 14:15, 1 John 2:6) 

❑ I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and 
rose again. (John 3:16, Romans 8:14 & 1 John 5:11-12) 

❑ I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and 
that with the bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood.  (Matthew 
26:26-28, Mark 4:22-24, 1 Cor. 10:16, 22:23ff, Luke 22:17-20) 

❑ I forgive those who have wronged me. 

Please email any announcements for the bulletin to Theresa at 
theresa_meier@yahoo.com by noon on Friday.

 

Introit 

It is God who executes | judgment,* 
 putting down one and lifting up an- | other. 

We give thanks to you, O God; we give thanks, for your | name is near.* 
 We recount your | wondrous deeds. 
At the set time that | I appoint* 
 I will judge with | equity. 
For not from the east or | from the west* 
 and not from the wilderness comes | lifting up. 
But I will declare it for- | ever;* 
 I will sing praises to the God of | Jacob. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

It is God who executes | judgment,* 
 putting down one and lifting up an- | other. 

Collect for the Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
O Lord of grace and mercy, teach us by Your Holy Spirit to follow the 
example of Your Son in true humility, that we may withstand the 
temptations of the devil and with pure hearts and minds avoid ungodly 
pride; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

As We Gather…     
True humility, is has been said, consists of knowing who God is, who 
we are, and being able to tell the difference between the two.  None of 
us comes to the banquet of grace on our own merit.  Today we 
celebrate our Lord’s invitation to join Him in the Father’s presence 
praying for the continuing grace to be bearers of that invitation to 
others not yet a part of the family of God. 



Old Testament Reading: Proverbs 25:2-10 
2 It is the glory of God to conceal things, 
 but the glory of kings is to search things out. 
3 As the heavens for height, and the earth for depth, 
 so the heart of kings is unsearchable. 
4 Take away the dross from the silver, 
 and the smith has material for a vessel; 
5 take away the wicked from the presence of the king, 
 and his throne will be established in righteousness. 
6 Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence 
 or stand in the place of the great, 
7 for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” 
 than to be put lower in the presence of a noble. 
What your eyes have seen 
 8 do not hastily bring into court, 
for what will you do in the end, 
 when your neighbor puts you to shame? 
9 Argue your case with your neighbor himself, 
 and do not reveal another’s secret, 
10 lest he who hears you bring shame upon you, 
 and your ill repute have no end. 

Epistle Reading: Hebrews 13:1-17 
 1 Let brotherly love continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. 3 Remember those 
who are in prison, as though in prison with them, and those who are mistreated, 
since you also are in the body. 4 Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let 
the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and 
adulterous. 5 Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what 
you have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 6 So we can 
confidently say, 
“The Lord is my helper; 
 I will not fear; 
what can man do to me?” 
 7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. 
Consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ 
is the same yesterday and today and forever. 9 Do not be led away by diverse 
and strange teachings, for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, 
not by foods, which have not benefited those devoted to them. 10 We have an 
altar from which those who serve the tent have no right to eat. 11 For the bodies 
of those animals whose blood is brought into the holy places by the high priest 
as a sacrifice for sin are burned outside the camp. 12 So Jesus also suffered 
outside the gate in order to sanctify the people through his own blood.               
13 Therefore let us go to him outside the camp and bear the reproach he endured. 
14 For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come.             
15 Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that 

is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. 16 Do not neglect to do good and 
to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 
 17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over 
your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy 
and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you. 

Gospel Reading: Luke 14:1-14 
 1 One Sabbath, when [Jesus] went to dine at the house of a ruler of the 
Pharisees, they were watching him carefully. 2 And behold, there was a man 
before him who had dropsy. 3 And Jesus responded to the lawyers and Pharisees, 
saying, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or not?” 4 But they remained silent. 
Then he took him and healed him and sent him away. 5 And he said to them, 
“Which of you, having a son or an ox that has fallen into a well on a Sabbath 
day, will not immediately pull him out?” 6 And they could not reply to these 
things. 
 7 Now he told a parable to those who were invited, when he noticed how 
they chose the places of honor, saying to them, 8 “When you are invited by 
someone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in a place of honor, lest someone 
more distinguished than you be invited by him, 9 and he who invited you both 
will come and say to you, ‘Give your place to this person,’ and then you will 
begin with shame to take the lowest place. 10 But when you are invited, go and 
sit in the lowest place, so that when your host comes he may say to you, ‘Friend, 
move up higher.’ Then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at table 
with you. 11 For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who 
humbles himself will be exalted.” 
 12 He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you give a dinner or 
a banquet, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich 
neighbors, lest they also invite you in return and you be repaid. 13 But when you 
give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be 
blessed, because they cannot repay you. You will be repaid at the resurrection of 
the just.” 

———————————————————————— 

From “Elements of Religion” (1894)  
by Henry Eyster Jacobs 

 All the hopes and aspirations of the New Testament are directed towards the 
Second Coming of Christ, and the Day of Judgment. The state between death and 
the resurrection, unspeakably happy as it is to the regenerate, justified and 
sanctified children of God, and unspeakably sorrowful to those who have departed 
in unbelief, Luke 16:23, is only the outer court to the joys of Heaven, and the 
miseries of Hell. As the fallen angels are in chains reserved for judgment, Jude 5,6, 
and the devils look forward with anguish to their time of torment, Matt. 8:29, so 
faith looks forward to the resurrection of the body and the blessings promised to the 
soul, when there shall be restored to it the organ of its connection with the outward 
world for the full consummation of its bliss (pages 199-200). 

* For information on Elements of Religion and other books available from Repristination 
Press, visit www.scholia.net. 



CATECHETICAL REVIEW 

An Explanation of the Small Catechism 
The Ten Commandments 

The First Commandment (Cont.) 

 21. When do people have other gods? 
A.  when they regard and worship any creature or thing as God; 

53   Psalm 115:4 - Their idols are silver and gold. 
54   Philippians 3:19 - Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their 

    glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things. 
55   Revelation 9:20 - They did not stop worshiping demons, and idols of gold, silver,  

    bronze, stone, and wood - idols that cannot see or hear or walk. 
Bible narratives: Israel worshiped the golden calf (Exodus 32). The people worshiped 

Baal (1 Kings 18:18-29). The Philistines made Dagon their god (Judges 16:23-24). 
 B.  when they believe in a god who is not the triune God (see the Apostles’ Creed); 
56   Matthew 28:19 - Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the   

    name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
57   John 5:23- He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent   

    Him. 
Bible narrative: The Baptism of Jesus (Matthew 3:13-17). 

C.  when they fear, love, or trust in any person or thing as they should fear, love, 
and trust in God alone; 

58   Psalm 14:1 - The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” They corrupt, their   
    deeds are vile; there is no one who does good. 

59   Proverbs 11:28 - Whoever trusts in his riches will fall.  
60   Proverbs 3:5 - Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own   

    understanding. 
61   Matthew 10:28 - Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the   

    soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both should and body in hell. 
62   Matthew 10:37 - Anyone who loves his father or mother more than Me is not   

    worthy of Me; anyone who loves his son or daughter more than Me is not worthy   
    of Me. 

63   Ephesians 5:5 - No immoral, impure, or greedy person - such a man is an   
    idolater - has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 

Bible narratives: The rich man thought more of costly clothes and good eating than of 
God (Luke 16:19-31). The people building the Tower of Babel considered their 
achievement more important than God (Genesis 11:1-9). Goliath trusted in his size and 
physical strength (1 Samuel 17). Eli honored his sons more than God (1 Samuel 
2:12-34). Peter feared punishment more than he loved God (Matthew 26:69-75). 

 D.  when they join in the worship of one who is not the triune God. 
64   2 Corinthians 6:14-15 - Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do   

    righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light   
    have with darkness? What harmony is there between Christ and Belial? What   
    does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? 
____________________________________________________________________________

This week on KFUO.org, hear about the opening of the new Lutheran North Middle School in 
St. Louis on The Coffee Hour (9/5 at 9:00 a.m. CT), study Psalm 30 and Ezra 5-8 on Thy Strong 
Word (weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT), and hear about the Saga of Salvation in Exodus 23-25 on 
Sharper Iron (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT). Find these programs on your favorite podcast app! 
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