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February 3, 2019                              Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.  If you are a guest or 

visitor with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with 
us again.  Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Gruoner, and we 
hope to see you again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter.  As the Music 
for  Meditation begins,  you are  invited to  join in quiet,  preparation time for 
worship.  Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord 
speak to you; after the service, speak to one another.

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting Three (Page 184) 

Opening Hymn: 535 “How Wide the Love of Christ”
Sermon Hymn: 557 “Seek Where You May to Find a Way”
Communion Hymn: 619 “Thy Body, Given to Me, O Savior” 
Communion Hymn: 737 “Rejoice, My Heart, Be Glad and Sing”
Closing Hymn: 842 “Son of God, Eternal Savior”

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please e-mail prayer requests to Pastor Holtorf at gholtorf@bluevalley.net. 
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time. 
Robbie Oelschlager – chronic pain          Kay Bott – cancer recovery  
Henry Maseman - congestive heart failure         

Acolytes this Sunday - Claire Beikmann & Aiden Spiehs 
Acolytes next Sunday - Sophia Bott & Daniel Nabors 
Ushers this Sunday - *Trey Voelker, Brett Peters, Brady Kolle, & Cody Ohlde 
Ushers next Sunday - *Eli Ohlde, Nathan Ohlde, Alec Tiemeyer, & John Bott 

Upcoming Events

February 3 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible class & Sunday school

February 6 5:30 p.m. St. John Midweek

February 10 8:30 a.m. Divine Service (No Holy Communion)
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible class & Sunday school
10:45 a.m. LYF silent auction & potato bar meal

February 13 5:30 p.m. St. John Midweek
7:00 p.m. St. John Men’s Club

Announcements

* Lutheran Hour Ministries Sunday has been moved from this Sunday to 
February 10th; the designated offering will be collected on the 10th. 

* The LYF is hosting a potato bar meal, along with a silent auction, on Sunday, 
February 10th, after Bible class & Sunday school. If you have anything new or 
used to donate to the auction, please contact Jess or Canaan Ohlde; this is a 
fundraiser for the National Youth Gathering coming up this July!

* ENDOWMENT GIVING PROGRAM: Voters at the Linn Lutheran School 
Association meeting have again approved the matching fund program through 
the Linn Lutheran Endowment Fund. This year there will be $35,000 available 
in matching funds.   A portion of this amount will be allocated to each member 
congregation according to the percentages used for the school bill allocation 
as of January 20th, 2019. Any of the $35,000 allocation remaining as of July 
15th, 2019 will be used to add 50% to any donation to the school from any 
association member, regardless of congregational affiliation.  Your donations 
may be mailed to the school, dropped off there,  or given to a Linn Lutheran 
staff member; checks need to be payable to Linn Lutheran School.

* Linn Lutheran Preschool enrollment is now open to members of St. John and 
Zion  for the 2019-2020 school year.   Contact the school ASAP at (785) 
348-5792  to reserve your child's spot.   Enrollment forms are available in the 
office.

* The St. John Men’s Club soup supper has been rescheduled for Sunday, Feb. 24. 
All work schedules will be the same as originally scheduled. The next regular 
Men’s Club meeting is 7 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 13. Servers will be David 
Beikmann and Josh Hiltgen. Dues of $10 per member will be collected at the 
meeting. Donation envelopes for Lutheran Hour Ministries will be placed in 
bulletin boxes by Sunday, Feb. 10. Men’s Club members are encouraged to 
make a donation to LHM using those envelopes.



THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and 
glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only 
bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one 
another.  Our Lord invites to His Table those who trust His words, repent all 
sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves 
us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily, 
according to Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and because Holy 
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any 
who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from 
that of this congregation and the Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod, are 
asked to refrain from communing with us until such a time as they are 
properly instructed. 

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is available 
from our Ushers or Elders.  If you would like to learn more about the 
Sacrament of the Altar and our confessional position, I would be happy to 
visit with you.  

  -Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 

In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following statements 
as part of your self-examination 

❑ I admit that I am a sinner. (1 John 1:8-10) 

❑ I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, from 
Satan and death. (Acts 4:10-12, John 14:6) 

❑ I desire to live as God wants me to.  (John 14:15, 1 John 2:6) 

❑ I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and rose 
again. (John 3:16, Romans 8:14 & 1 John 5:11-12) 

❑ I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and that 
with the bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood.  (Matthew 
26:26-28, Mark 4:22-24, 1 Cor. 10:16, 22:23ff, Luke 22:17-20) 

❑ I forgive those who have wronged me. 

Please email any announcements for the bulletin to Theresa at 
theresa_meier@yahoo.com by noon on Friday.

Introit 

Arise, O Lord; O God, lift | up your hand;* 
 forget not the af- | flicted. 

The Lord is king forever and | ever;* 
 the nations perish | from his land. 
O Lord, you hear the desire of the af- | flicted;* 
 you will strengthen | their heart; 
you will incline your ear to do justice to the fatherless and | the oppressed,* 
 so that man who is of the earth may strike terror | no more. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Arise, O Lord; O God, lift | up your hand;* 
 forget not the af- | flicted. 

Collect for the Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in 
our frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protection to support 
us in all dangers and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

Listen to Worldwide KFUO.org, your radio station for practical Lutheran talk, 
daily Bible and Confession studies, daily worship opportunities, and current 
issues from a Lutheran worldview. Programs are archived at KFUO.org for 24/7 
on-demand listening. You can also find our programming wherever you get your 
podcasts! Have a question or comment? Find us at @KFUOradio on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram.

This week on KFUO.org, continue studying The New Covenant in 2 Corinthians 
on Sharper Iron with Rev. Jonathan Fisk and guest pastors (weekdays at 8 a.m. 
CT), join us for chapel services celebrating the season of Epiphany (weekdays at 
10:00 a.m. CT), and discover curious topics to ignite your theological mind on 
Cross Defense with Rev. Bryan Wolfmueller (2/4 at 2:00 p.m. CT). Find your 
favorite programs on demand at kfuo.org or wherever you get your podcasts.



Old Testament Reading: 
Jeremiah 1:4-10 
4Now the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 
 5“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 
 and before you were born I consecrated you; 
 I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 
6Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Behold, I do not know how to speak, for I am 
only a youth.” 7But the Lord said to me, 
 “Do not say, ‘I am only a youth’; 
 for to all to whom I send you, you shall go, 
 and whatever I command you, you shall speak. 
 8Do not be afraid of them, 
 for I am with you to deliver you, 
 declares the Lord.” 
9Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth. And the Lord said to 
me, 
 “Behold, I have put my words in your mouth. 
 10See, I have set you this day over nations and over kingdoms, 
 to pluck up and to break down, 
 to destroy and to overthrow, 
 to build and to plant.” 

Epistle Reading: 
1 Corinthians 12:31b-13:13 
 I will show you a still more excellent way. 
 1If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a 
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2And if I have prophetic powers, and 
understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to 
remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3If I give away all I have, 
and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. 
 4Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5or 
rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6it does not 
rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7Love bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
 8Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, 
they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 9For we know in part and 
we prophesy in part, 10but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. 
11When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like 
a child. When I became a man, I gave up childish ways. 12For now we see in a 
mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, 
even as I have been fully known. 
 13So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these 
is love. 

Gospel Reading: 
Luke 4:31-44 
 31[Jesus] went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. And he was teaching 
them on the Sabbath, 32and they were astonished at his teaching, for his word 
possessed authority. 33And in the synagogue there was a man who had the spirit 

of an unclean demon, and he cried out with a loud voice, 34“Ha! What have you 
to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you 
are—the Holy One of God.” 35But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent and 
come out of him!” And when the demon had thrown him down in their midst, he 
came out of him, having done him no harm. 36And they were all amazed and 
said to one another, “What is this word? For with authority and power he 
commands the unclean spirits, and they come out!” 37And reports about him 
went out into every place in the surrounding region. 
 38And he arose and left the synagogue and entered Simon’s house. Now 
Simon’s mother-in-law was ill with a high fever, and they appealed to him on 
her behalf. 39And he stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her, and 
immediately she rose and began to serve them. 
 40Now when the sun was setting, all those who had any who were sick with 
various diseases brought them to him, and he laid his hands on every one of 
them and healed them. 41And demons also came out of many, crying, “You are 
the Son of God!” But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, 
because they knew that he was the Christ. 
 42And when it was day, he departed and went into a desolate place. And the 
people sought him and came to him, and would have kept him from leaving 
them, 43but he said to them, “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of 
God to the other towns as well; for I was sent for this purpose.” 44And he was 
preaching in the synagogues of Judea. 

CATECHETICAL REVIEW 
THE CREED 
as the Head of the Family Should Teach It in a Simple Way to His Household. 

The Second Article: 
Redemption 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose 
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 

What does this mean? I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the 
Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, 

who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won 
me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or 
silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and 
death, 

that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him 
in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness,  

just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. 
This is most certainly true. 



From Martin Luther’s 1528 Confession of Faith 

These are the three persons and one God who has given Himself 
freely to all of us with all that He is and has. The Father gives 
Himself to us with heaven and earth, together with all creatures, that 
they may serve us and be useful to us. But this gift was obscured and 
rendered useless by the fall of Adam. Therefore the Son afterward 
gave Himself also to us, all His works, suffering, wisdom and 
righteousness, and reconciled us with the Father, in order that we 
might again live and be justified and also know the Father and have 
Him and His gifts. But since such grace would be of no use to any 
one, if it should remain concealed,, and could not come to us, the 
Holy Spirit also comes and gives Himself to us unreservedly; He 
teaches us to recognize and know such benefaction of Christ, helps 
us receive and keep it, make good use of it, spread it abroad, 
increase and promote it. And this He does both within and without 
us; within us through faith and other spiritual gifts, without us 
through the Gospel, through Baptism and the Sacrament of the Altar, 
through which as through three means or ways He comes to us and 
applies to us the suffering of Christ that it may serve for our 
salvation. 

*from The Distinctive Doctrines of the Different Christian Confessions in the Light of the 
Word of God  by Karl Graul (1814-1864). The 1897 English translation by D. M. Martens 
is in the public domain. 
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