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August 25, 2019                             Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.  If you are a guest or 

visitor with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with 
us again.  Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Gruoner, and we 
hope to see you again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter.  As the Music 
for  Meditation begins,  you are  invited to  join in quiet,  preparation time for 
worship.  Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord 
speak to you; after the service, speak to one another.

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting Three (Page 184) 
Opening Hymn: 433 “Glory be to Jesus”
Sermon Hymn: 535 “How Wide the Love of Christ”
Closing Hymn: 687 ”Thine Forever, God of Love”

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please e-mail prayer requests to Pastor Holtorf at gholtorf@bluevalley.net. 
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time. 
Robbie Oelschlager – chronic pain            Kelly & Quinn Rhoades 
Arnold Lohmeyer   

Acolyte this Sunday - Ethan Bott 
Acolyte next Sunday - Mason Tiemeyer & Zac Hiltgen 
Ushers this Sunday - *Evan Bott, Nathan Ohlde, Elijah Meier, & John Bott 
Ushers next Sunday - *Cody Ohlde, Brett Peters, Ryan Stuenkel, & Eli Thalmann 
LYF mowing August 31 - Eli & Ella Thalmann 
LYF mowing September 7 - Tyler Ohlde & Liz Bott 

Please email any announcements for the bulletin to Theresa at 
theresa_meier@yahoo.com by noon on Friday.

Upcoming Events

August 25 8:30 a.m. Divine Service without Holy Communion

September 1 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion

September 8 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class & Sunday School

September 15 No Divine Service or Bible class/SS at St. John 
9:00 a.m. Mission Festival Bible Class
10:00 a.m. Mission Festival Service at LHS Old Gym

Announcements

* St. John has extended a Call to Reverend Jonathan Lange, who serves St. Paul 
Lutheran Church of Kemmerer, Wyoming and Our Savior Lutheran Church of 
Evanston, Wyoming. Please keep him and the congregations of St. John, Palmer, as 
well as the two churches he is currently serving in your prayers as he deliberates 
the new Call. 

* Our first Sunday school class is on Sunday, September 8th! Fall teaching schedules 
have been put in the church boxes and are posted on the hallway bulletin board.

* The LWML was able to deliver 71 items to the Food Bank from the collection at the 
“Ladies Night Out” event. Thank you to all who attended and donated!

* Our Annual Mission Festival will be held on Sunday, September 15th, at the old Linn 
High School Gym. Our Guest this year is the Rev. Rod A. Benkendorf from the 
Lutheran Heritage Foundation, who will lead Bible study and give the sermon 
during the service. Bible Class will be at 9:00, and our Service of Prayer and 
Preaching will be at 10:00. If you have any questions, please call Rev. Matthew 
Durance at Bethlehem Lutheran Church.

* Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Washington will be hosting a program called 
“Stay Strong, Stay Healthy” that is based on simple, strength-building exercises that 
will improve balance, health, and state of mind, promoting quality of life and 
independence, especially for adults age 60 and over. If you are interested, the 
details are posted on the hallway bulletin board.

___________________________________________________________ 

This week on KFUO.org, finish the book of Daniel and begin the book of Ezra on Thy 
Strong Word with host Rev. AJ Espinosa (weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT), hear stories of 
Lutherans from around the world on The Coffee Hour with Andy and Sarah 
(weekdays at 9:00 a.m. CT), and study the Saga of Salvation in Exodus 20-23 on 
Sharper Iron with host Rev. Timothy Appel (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT). Find these 
programs on demand at kfuo.org or on your podcast app!



For the kids… 

 

 

 

Introit 

Splendor and majesty are be- | fore him;* 
 we will bless the Lord from this time forth and forevermore. | Praise   
 the Lord!* 

Praise the Lord, all | nations!* 
 Extol him, all | peoples! 
For great is his steadfast | love toward us,* 
 and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever. | Praise     
 the Lord! 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Splendor and majesty are be- | fore him;* 
 we will bless the Lord from this time forth and forevermore. | Praise   
 the Lord! 

Collect for the Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
O Lord, You have called us to enter Your kingdom through the narrow 
door. Guide us by Your Word and Spirit, and lead us now and always into 
the feast of Your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

As We Gather…     
There is one way to heaven.  That way is the mercy of the triune God 
through faith in the work of the Son, Jesus Christ.  We are here today to 
celebrate that mercy; we are here because of that “amazing grace.” 
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Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 66:18-23 
 18 “For I know their works and their thoughts, and the time is coming to 
gather all nations and tongues. And they shall come and shall see my glory,       
19 and I will set a sign among them. And from them I will send survivors to the 
nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, who draw the bow, to Tubal and Javan, to the 
coastlands afar off, that have not heard my fame or seen my glory. And they 
shall declare my glory among the nations. 20 And they shall bring all your 
brothers from all the nations as an offering to the Lord, on horses and in chariots 
and in litters and on mules and on dromedaries, to my holy mountain Jerusalem, 
says the Lord, just as the Israelites bring their grain offering in a clean vessel to 
the house of the Lord. 21 And some of them also I will take for priests and for 
Levites, says the Lord. 
22 “For as the new heavens and the new earth 
 that I make 
shall remain before me, says the Lord, 
 so shall your offspring and your name remain. 
23 From new moon to new moon, 
 and from Sabbath to Sabbath, 
all flesh shall come to worship before me, 
declares the Lord.” 

Epistle Reading: Hebrews 12:4-24 
 4 In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of 
shedding your blood. 5 And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses 
you as sons? 
“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, 
 nor be weary when reproved by him. 
6 For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, 
 and chastises every son whom he receives.” 
7 It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For 
what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 8 If you are left without 
discipline, in which all have participated, then you are illegitimate children and 
not sons. 9 Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we 
respected them. Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and 
live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he 
disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. 11 For the moment 
all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful 
fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it. 
 12 Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees,        
13 and make straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be put out 
of joint but rather be healed. 14 Strive for peace with everyone, and for the 
holiness without which no one will see the Lord. 15 See to it that no one fails to 
obtain the grace of God; that no “root of bitterness” springs up and causes 
trouble, and by it many become defiled; 16 that no one is sexually immoral or 
unholy like Esau, who sold his birthright for a single meal. 17 For you know that 
afterward, when he desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found 
no chance to repent, though he sought it with tears. 

 18 For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and 
darkness and gloom and a tempest 19 and the sound of a trumpet and a voice 
whose words made the hearers beg that no further messages be spoken to them. 
20 For they could not endure the order that was given, “If even a beast touches 
the mountain, it shall be stoned.” 21 Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that 
Moses said, “I tremble with fear.” 22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to 
the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in 
festal gathering, 23 and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in 
heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made 
perfect, 24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled 
blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 

Gospel Reading: Luke 13:22-30 
 22 [Jesus] went on his way through towns and villages, teaching and 
journeying toward Jerusalem. 23 And someone said to him, “Lord, will those 
who are saved be few?” And he said to them, 24 “Strive to enter through the 
narrow door. For many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able.           
25 When once the master of the house has risen and shut the door, and you begin 
to stand outside and to knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us,’ then he will 
answer you, ‘I do not know where you come from.’ 26 Then you will begin to 
say, ‘We ate and drank in your presence, and you taught in our streets.’ 27 But he 
will say, ‘I tell you, I do not know where you come from. Depart from me, all 
you workers of evil!’ 28 In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the 
kingdom of God but you yourselves cast out. 29 And people will come from east 
and west, and from north and south, and recline at table in the kingdom of God. 
30 And behold, some are last who will be first, and some are first who will be 
last.” 

———————————————————————— 

From “A Contentious Question:”  
Whether the Godhead is truly known to some degree, or may indeed be 

known by human understanding without the revealed Word of God? (1619)  
by The Theological Faculty at Wittenberg 

 ... it is certain that the heathens can well conclude from the conflict within 
their thoughts, which in turn accuses and excuses them (Rom. 2:15), that man, after 
his death, will be subjected to God’s judgment; and consequently one will have 
either a happy or grievous sentence publicly pronounced over him. And so there 
awaits him either eternal joy or continual, eternal sadness. For this reason they have 
fabricated their Elysian fields or their Hades. And so they have come to know, even 
though darkly as through a fog, that God desires mankind’s welfare also after this 
life. Yet not even the least bit of the kind of blessed salvation God has especially 
prepared for His saints nor the means He as ordained to that end, etc. has become 
known to them, as, for example, the mystery revealed through Christ Jesus, which 
had been withheld from the world. (page 15). 

* The quotation above is from the 2004 translation by Rev. Dr. Elmer Hohle and Rev. Dr. 
Gerald Krispin and is published by Repristination Press. It is used with permission. 



 

 
CATECHETICAL REVIEW 

An Explanation of the Small Catechism 
The Ten Commandments 

 19. Who is the only true God? 
The only true God is the triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, three distinct 

persons in one divine being (the Holy Trinity). 
44   Num. 6:24-46 - The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face shine   

    upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn His face toward you and give you 
    peace. 

45   Deut. 6:4 - Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
46   Matt. 28:19 - Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name   

    of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
47   1 Cor. 8:4 - There is no God but one. 
48   2 Cor. 13:14 - May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and   

    the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Bible narrative: At His Baptism Jesus stood in the Jordan, the Father spoke from 

heaven, the Spirit of God descended upon Jesus in the form of a dove (Matt. 13:16-17). 
  
 20. What does God forbid in the First Commandment? 

God forbids us to have other gods (idolatry). 
49   Isaiah 42:8 - I am the Lord; that is My name! I will not give My glory to another   

    or My praise to idols. 
50   Matt. 4:10 - Worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only. 
51   1 Cor. 8:4 - We know that an idol is nothing at all in the world and that there is   

    no God but one. 
52   1 John 5:21- Dear children, keep yourselves from idols. 

 

 August 25, 2019
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

St. John Ev. Lutheran Church

304 National Road

Palmer, Kansas 66962

Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor

The First Commandment 

[God] 
You shall have no other gods. 

What does this mean?  
We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things. 

“Strive to enter through the narrow door. For many,

I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able..”
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