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September 8, 2019                 Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.  If you are a guest or 

visitor with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with 
us again.  Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Gruoner, and we 
hope to see you again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter.  As the Music 
for  Meditation begins,  you are  invited to  join in quiet,  preparation time for 
worship.  Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord 
speak to you; after the service, speak to one another.

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting Three (Page 184) 
Opening Hymn: 811 “Oh, that I Had a Thousand Voices”
Sermon Hymn: 783 “Take My Life and Let It Be”
Distribution Hymn: 633 ”The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord”
Distribution Hymn: 643 ”Sent Forth By God’s Blessing”
Closing Hymn: 782 ”Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings”

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please e-mail prayer requests to Pastor Holtorf at gholtorf@bluevalley.net. 
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time. 
Robbie Oelschlager – chronic pain            Kelly & Quinn Rhoades 
Arnold Lohmeyer   

Acolyte this Sunday - Ethan Bott & Dylan Ohlde 
Acolyte Sept. 22nd - Daniel Nabors & Aiden Sweet 
Ushers this Sunday - *Brady Kolle, Trey Voelker, Ryan Stuenkel, & Alec Tiemeyer 
Ushers Sept. 22nd - *Nathan Ohlde, Lance Gerleve, Andrew Tiemeyer, & Eli Ohlde 
LYF mowing September 14 - Ashley Gerleve & Sophia Bott 
LYF mowing September 21 - Elijah Meier & Claire Beikmann 
LYF mowing September 28 - Ella & Eli Thalmann 

Upcoming Events

September 8 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class & Sunday School

September 11 5:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m. Midweek

September 15 No service or Bible class/SS at St. John 
9:00 a.m. Mission Festival Bible Class
10:00 a.m. Mission Festival Service at LHS Old Gym

Announcements

* St. John has extended a Call to Reverend Jonathan Lange, who serves St. Paul 
Lutheran Church of Kemmerer, Wyoming and Our Savior Lutheran Church of 
Evanston, Wyoming. Please keep him and the congregations of St. John, Palmer, as 
well as the two churches he is currently serving in your prayers as he deliberates 
the new Call. 

* Our first Sunday school class is TODAY! Fall teaching schedules have been put in 
the church boxes and are posted on the hallway bulletin board.

* Linn Lutheran would like to celebrate all the special grandparents! Please join us 
on Wednesday, Sept. 11, at our school for donuts & coffee at 8 a.m. We will then 
head over to Zion for chapel at 8:30 and should be done around 9 a.m. We hope 
you can join us! Look for a special invite from your grandchild who attends LLS! 

* Immanuel Linn Outdoor Movie Night: Everyone is invited to an Outdoor Movie 
Night Saturday Sept. 14 at 7:30 p.m. at the Parish Hall. Please bring your lawn 
chair. Any questions call Sam Reith 692-4243.

* Our Annual Mission Festival will be held next Sunday, September 15th, at the old 
Linn High School Gym. Our Guest this year is the Rev. Rod A. Benkendorf from the 
Lutheran Heritage Foundation, who will lead Bible study and give the sermon 
during the service. Bible Class will be at 9:00, and our Service of Prayer and 
Preaching will be at 10:00. If you have any questions, please call Rev. Matthew 
Durance at Bethlehem Lutheran Church.

* The members of St. John are all invited to attend a celebration of Arnold 
Lohmeyer’s 100th birthday! It will be held on Sunday, September 22nd, from 2-4 
p.m. at the Senior Living Center in Clay Center. It would be great to be a part of 
such a blessed day for him!

* Trinity Lutheran Church, Hanover, KS, has invited our congregation to its 37th 
annual “All You Can Eat” church supper on September 29th, serving from 4-8 p.m. 
Menu items, prices, and other details are posted on the hallway bulletin board.

Please email any announcements for the bulletin to Theresa at 
theresa_meier@yahoo.com by noon on Friday.



THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad 
confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and 
wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins 
and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord invites to 
His Table those who trust His words, repent all sins, and set aside any refusal to 
forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death 
until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily, 
according to Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and because Holy 
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who 
are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of 
this congregation and the Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod, are asked to refrain 
from communing with us until such a time as they are properly instructed. 

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is available 
from our Ushers or Elders.  If you would like to learn more about the Sacrament 
of the Altar and our confessional position, I would be happy to visit with you.  

  -Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 

In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following statements as 
part of your self-examination 

❑ I admit that I am a sinner. (1 John 1:8-10) 

❑ I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, from 
Satan and death. (Acts 4:10-12, John 14:6) 

❑ I desire to live as God wants me to.  (John 14:15, 1 John 2:6) 

❑ I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and rose again. 
(John 3:16, Romans 8:14 & 1 John 5:11-12) 

❑ I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and that with 
the bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood.  (Matthew 26:26-28, Mark 
4:22-24, 1 Cor. 10:16, 22:23ff, Luke 22:17-20) 

❑ I forgive those who have wronged me. 

——————————————————————————————————

This week on KFUO.org, it’s Rally Week! Hear stories of Day Sponsors 
and considering giving a prayerful gift to support the ministry of KFUO 
Radio. Hear from Cindy Wrucke about her work with the church in the 
Eurasia Region on The Coffee Hour (9/10 at 9:15 a.m. CT), hear the 
Saga of Salvation in Exodus 25-27 on Sharper Iron (weekdays at 8:00 
a.m. CT), and begin the book of Isaiah on Thy Strong Word (weekdays 
at 11:00 a.m. CT). Find your programs on demand at kfuo.org or on 
your favorite podcast app! 

 

Introit 

Make me understand the way of your | precepts,* 
 and I will meditate on your | wondrous works. 

My soul melts away for | sorrow;* 
 strengthen me according | to your word! 
Put false ways | far from me* 
 and graciously teach | me your law! 
I have chosen the way of | faithfulness;* 
 I set your just decrees be- | fore me. 
I cling to your testimonies, | O Lord;* 
 let me not be | put to shame! 
I will run in the way of your com- | mandments* 
 when you en- | large my heart! 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Make me understand the way of your | precepts,* 
 and I will meditate on your | wondrous works. 

Collect for the Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
O merciful Lord, You did not spare Your only Son but delivered Him up 
for us all. Grant us courage and strength to take up the cross and follow 
Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

As We Gather…     
Discipleship to Christ is costly.  It calls for commitment to Christ above 
and beyond our commitment to family and life.  Such commitment 
cannot originate within the human earth.  The ability to so follow Christ 
is a gift given us by God.  We are called this day to celebrate this gift 
and pray our faithful use of it. 



Old Testament Reading: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
 15 “See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. 16 If you 
obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I command you today, by 
loving the Lord your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his 
commandments and his statutes and his rules, then you shall live and multiply, 
and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to take 
possession of it. 17 But if your heart turns away, and you will not hear, but are 
drawn away to worship other gods and serve them, 18 I declare to you today, that 
you shall surely perish. You shall not live long in the land that you are going 
over the Jordan to enter and possess. 19 I call heaven and earth to witness against 
you today, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. 
Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may live, 20 loving the Lord 
your God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is your life and 
length of days, that you may dwell in the land that the Lord swore to your 
fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.” 

Epistle Reading: Philemon 1-21 
 1 Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 
 To Philemon our beloved fellow worker 2 and Apphia our sister and 
Archippus our fellow soldier, and the church in your house: 
 3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 4 I thank my God always when I remember you in my prayers, 5 because I 
hear of your love and of the faith that you have toward the Lord Jesus and all the 
saints, 6 and I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective for the 
full knowledge of every good thing that is in us for the sake of Christ. 7 For I 
have derived much joy and comfort from your love, my brother, because the 
hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you. 
 8 Accordingly, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do 
what is required, 9 yet for love’s sake I prefer to appeal to you—I, Paul, an old 
man and now a prisoner also for Christ Jesus— 10 I appeal to you for my child, 
Onesimus, whose father I became in my imprisonment. 11 (Formerly he was 
useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to you and to me.) 12 I am sending 
him back to you, sending my very heart. 13 I would have been glad to keep him 
with me, in order that he might serve me on your behalf during my 
imprisonment for the gospel, 14 but I preferred to do nothing without your 
consent in order that your goodness might not be by compulsion but of your own 
free will. 15 For this perhaps is why he was parted from you for a while, that you 
might have him back forever, 16 no longer as a slave but more than a slave, as a 
beloved brother—especially to me, but how much more to you, both in the flesh 
and in the Lord. 
 17 So if you consider me your partner, receive him as you would receive me. 
18 If he has wronged you at all, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. 
19 I, Paul, write this with my own hand: I will repay it—to say nothing of your 
owing me even your own self. 20 Yes, brother, I want some benefit from you in 
the Lord. Refresh my heart in Christ. 
 21 Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do 
even more than I say. 

Gospel Reading: Luke 14:25-35 
 25 Now great crowds accompanied [Jesus], and he turned and said to them, 
26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife 
and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be 
my disciple. 27 Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot 
be my disciple. 28 For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit 
down and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, 
when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to 
mock him, 30 saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31 Or 
what king, going out to encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and 
deliberate whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against 
him with twenty thousand? 32 And if not, while the other is yet a great way off, 
he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace. 33 So therefore, any one of 
you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple. 
 34 “Salt is good, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be 
restored? 35 It is of no use either for the soil or for the manure pile. It is thrown 
away. He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

———————————————————————— 

From “Elements of Religion” (1894)  
by Henry Eyster Jacobs 

 The sacrifice Christ made by His voluntary assumption of all the 
sufferings demanded by the Law, that attended His entire earthly life from 
Bethlehem to Calvary. All the acts of the State of Humiliation were 
sacrificial. All its sufferings were voluntary and cheerful satisfactions 
offered to God for man’s sins. They culminate in the death of Christ. For 
this reason, the blood of Christ is often mentioned as the price of 
Redemption, and He is said to have borne our sins upon the Cross, 
although these declarations do not exhaust the contents of His sufferings. 
Suffering unto death was the penalty which God had decreed against sin. 
Suffering unto death was the penalty which God had decreed against sin. 
Suffering and guilt are inseparable. If man was to be freed from guilt, some 
one must bear his sufferings for him If he was to be freed from suffering, 
some one must bear his guilt. Christ took this place. He made Himself 
chargeable with man’s guilt and sin. He became, so far as the Law is 
concerned, the guilty one that man is, in order than man might be the Holy 
One that He is, 2 Cor. 5:21. This is the doctrine of the vicarious 
satisfaction, according to which Christ and man are regarded as 
exchanging places. “He was wounded for our transgressions, He was 
bruised for our iniquities, the chastisement of our peace was upon Him, 
and with His stripes we were healed,” Isaiah 53:5. 

* For information on Elements of Religion and other books available from Repristination 
Press, visit www.scholia.net. 



CATECHETICAL REVIEW 

An Explanation of the Small Catechism 
The Ten Commandments 

The First Commandment (Cont.) 

 22. What does God require of us in the First Commandment? 
God requires that we fear, love, and trust in Him above all things. 
A.  We fear God above all things when we revere Him alone as the highest being, 

honor Him with our lives, and avoid what displeases Him. 
65   Genesis 17:1 - I am God almighty; walk before Me and be blameless. 
66   Psalm 33:8 - Let all the earth fear the Lord; let all the people of the world revere   

    Him. 
67   Psalm 96:4 - Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; He is to be feared    

    above all gods. 
68   Proverbs 8:13 - To fear the Lord is to hate evil. 
69   Matthew 10:28 - Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the   

    soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both should and body in hell. 
Bible narratives: The three men in the fiery furnace feared God more than the king 

(Daniel 3). 
 B.  We love God above all things when we cling to Him alone as our God and 

gladly devote our lives to His service. 
70   Psalm 73:25-26 - Whom have I in heaven but You? And earth has nothing I desire  

    besides You. My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart   
    and my portion forever. 

71   Matthew 22:37- Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind. 

Bible narrative: Abraham loved God more than his son (Genesis 22). Joseph resisted 
the temptation of Potiphar’s wife (Genesis 39). 

C.  We trust in God above all things when we commit our lives completely to His 
keeping and rely on Him for help in every need. 

72   Psalm 118:8 - It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in man. 
73   Proverbs 3:5 - Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own   

    understanding.  
Bible narratives: David trusted in the Lord when he fought against Goliath (1 Samuel 

17:37, 46-47). Abram left his country and relatives to go where the Lord sent him, 
trusting that the Lord would take care of him (Genesis 12:1-9). Daniel committed 
himself to the Lord’s keeping (Daniel 6). 

23. Who is able to keep this and the other commandments? 
No person can keep any or all commandments perfectly, except Jesus Christ. All those 

who have faith in Him by the power of His Spirit willingly strive to keep these 
commandments. 

74   Ecclesiastes 7:20 - There is not a righteous man on earth who does what is right   
    and never sins. 

75   1 John 1:8 - If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is   
    not in us. 

76   John 14:15 - If you love me, you will obey what I command. 
77   Philippians 2:13 - It is God who works in you to will and to act according to His   

    good purpose. 
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