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December 22, 2019                              Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.  If you are a guest or 

visitor with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with 
us again.  Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Gruoner, and we 
hope to see you again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter.  As the Music 
for  Meditation begins,  you are  invited to  join in quiet,  preparation time for 
worship.  Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord 
speak to you; after the service, speak to one another.

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting One (Page 151) 
Opening Hymn: 389 “Let All Together Praise Our God”
Sermon Hymn: 373 “See Amid the Winter’s Snow”
Distribution Hymn: 637 “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord” 
Distribution Hymn: 332 “Savior of the Nations, Come” 
Closing Hymn: 350 “Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come”

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please e-mail prayer requests to Pastor Holtorf at gholtorf@bluevalley.net. 
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time. 
Robbie Oelschlager – chronic pain     Kelly & Quinn Rhoades 

Acolyte this Sunday - Ethan Bott 
Acolyte next Sunday - Zac Hiltgen 
Ushers this Sunday - *Brady Kolle, Evan Bott, Tyler Ohlde, & Cody Ohlde 
Ushers next Sunday - *Eli Ohlde, Aaron Stuenkel, Alec Tiemeyer, &    
 Andrew Tiemeyer 

Please email any announcements for the bulletin to Theresa at 
theresa_meier@yahoo.com by noon on Friday.

Upcoming Events

December 22 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class
9:45-10:05 a.m. Preschool Sunday School
9:45-10:30 a.m. Christmas Eve Program Practice

December 24 6:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Children’s Program

December 25 9:30 a.m. Christmas Day Divine Service
5:30 p.m. NO Midweek 

December 29 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class & Sunday School

January 1 5:30 p.m. NO Midweek
7:00 p.m. NO Mixed Choir Practice

Announcements

* LWML Prayer Partners for 2020 have been assigned and are in your church boxes.

* The St. John Men’s Club  Soup Supper will be January 19th, 2020. There is a sign-up 
sheet on the bulletin board for NON-Men’s Club members for desserts or soup.  
Please, sign up by January 5th, 2020; any donations are appreciated!

* We are thrilled to announce Pastor Joshua Hayes has accepted the Divine Call to 
become the next Pastor at St. John Lutheran Church, Palmer.

* Pastor Hayes is currently serving as Pastor of University Lutheran Chapel, 
Boulder, Colo. He has been there since May, 2016. Before that, he served at 
St. John Lutheran Church (Kramer), Crete, Neb., from June, 2011, to April, 
2016. He did his Vicarage at Our Savior, Carbondale, Ill.

* Pastor Hayes and his wife Diane have four children: Mary (age 7), Livia 
(age 5), Simeon (age 3), and Andrew (age 1).

* A “Fill-the-Pantry” drive is being planned; details will come soon.
* Contact information for sending a welcome note or Christmas card is:

* Home mailing address:
660 Ten Gallon Drive
Berthoud, CO 80513

* Pastor’s email: pastor.hayes@outlook.com

* The collection on Christmas Eve is for the Orphan Grain Train., and the collection 
on Christmas Day is for the Joint Seminary Fund.

* Looking ahead, mark your calendars for these meetings/events in 2020:
* Thursday, January 2nd at 7:00 p.m. - Church Council Meeting
* Sunday, January 12th at 10:30 a.m. - Quarterly Voters Meeting
* Sunday, January 12th at 11:45 a.m. - New Member Potluck
* Sunday, January 19th:

* 1:00 p.m. Linn Lutheran Association Meeting
* 3:00 p.m. Installation Service for Pastor Hayes
* Soup Supper following Installation Service



THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad 
confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and 
wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins 
and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord invites to 
His Table those who trust His words, repent all sins, and set aside any refusal to 
forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death 
until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily, 
according to Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and because Holy 
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who 
are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of 
this congregation and the Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod, are asked to refrain 
from communing with us until such a time as they are properly instructed. 

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is available 
from our Ushers or Elders.  If you would like to learn more about the Sacrament 
of the Altar and our confessional position, I would be happy to visit with you.  

  -Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 

In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following statements as 
part of your self-examination 

❑ I admit that I am a sinner. (1 John 1:8-10) 

❑ I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, from 
Satan and death. (Acts 4:10-12, John 14:6) 

❑ I desire to live as God wants me to.  (John 14:15, 1 John 2:6) 

❑ I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and rose again. 
(John 3:16, Romans 8:14 & 1 John 5:11-12) 

❑ I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and that with 
the bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood.  (Matthew 26:26-28, Mark 
4:22-24, 1 Cor. 10:16, 22:23ff, Luke 22:17-20) 

❑ I forgive those who have wronged me. 

_________________________________________________ 

This week on KFUO.org, we wish you a very Merry Christmas! Hear special 
programming for the 12 Days of Christmas on KFUO Radio, including prayers, 
readings, and hymns, from December 24 – January 6. 

For those of you who have Blue Valley Television, there are two programs that 
air Sunday evenings on Channel 3:  “This is the Life” is at 6:00 p.m., followed 
by “Main Street Live,” a worship service by the South Dakota LCMS. We thank 
BVTV for sponsoring these programs! 

 

Introit 
Oh that you would rend the heavens and | come down,* 
 that the mountains might quake at your | presence. 

I wait for the Lord, my | soul waits,* 
 and in his | word I hope; 
my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the | morning,* 
 more than watchmen for the | morning. 
O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is | steadfast love,* 
 and with him is plentiful re- | demption. 
And he will redeem | Israel* 
 from all his in- | iquities. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Oh that you would rend the heavens and | come down,* 
 that the mountains might quake at your | presence. 

Collect for the Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that 
the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and 
mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

As We Gather…     
Today’s readings speak of an invasion, but not as a precursor of war, but 
rather a peaceful invasion, as God comes to earth as a baby born to a 
virgin, as Immanuel – God with us – in the person and work of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 



Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 7:10-17 
 10 Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, 11 “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let 
it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I 
will not put the Lord to the test.” 13 And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! 
Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore 
the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear 
a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey when 
he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16 For before the boy 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose two kings you 
dread will be deserted. 17 The Lord will bring upon you and upon your people 
and upon your father’s house such days as have not come since the day that 
Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.” 

Epistle Reading: Romans 1:1-7 
 1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the 
gospel of God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy 
Scriptures, 3 concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to 
the flesh 4 and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the 
Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 
through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the 
obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 6 including 
you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
 7 To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 
 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 1:18-25 
 18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother 
Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to 
be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man 
and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he 
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for 
that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, 
and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 
23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
 and they shall call his name Immanuel” 
(which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until 
she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

From Martin Luther’s 1528 Confession of Faith 

 Herewith I reject and condemn, as erroneous throughout, every doctrine 
which magnifies our free will, as being in direct opposition to such help and 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. For since outside of Christ death and sin are our 
lords, and the devil our god and prince, there can be no power nor might, no 
wit nor understanding, by which we could fit ourselves for, or strive after, 
righteousness and life; but, blinded and captive, slaves of sin and Satan, must 
do and think what pleases them and is contrary to God's will and commands. 

 I also condemn both the new and the old Pelagians, who will not admit 
that original sin is sin, but claim that it is a frailty or defect. But since death has 
passed upon all men, original sin must be not only a frailty but a very great sin, 
as St. Paul says: "The wages of sin is death," Romans 6:27. And again: "The 
sting of death is sin," I Corinthians 15:56. So too David says, Psalm 51:5: 
"Behold, I was shapen in inquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me." He 
does not say: My mother conceived me with sin, but I was shapen in iniquity, 
and in sin did my mother conceive me; that is, in my mother's womb I was 
formed of sinful seed, a rendering of which the Hebrew text admits. 

* Martin Luther’s 1528 confession of faith is from The Distinctive Doctrines of the 
Different Christian Confessions in the Light of the Word of God  by Karl Graul 
(1814-1864). The 1897 English translation by D. M. Martens is in the public domain. 
For information on Elements of Religion and other books available from Repristination 
Press, visit www.scholia.net. 



CATECHETICAL REVIEW 

An Explanation of the Small Catechism 
The Ten Commandments 

 52. What does God forbid in the Fifth Commandment? 
 A.  God forbids us to take the life of another person (murder, abortion, euthanasia) 

or our own life (suicide).  
150 Genesis 9:6 - Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed;   

    for in the image of God has God made man. 
151 Matthew 26:52 - All who draw the sword will die by the sword. 
   Bible narratives: Cain murdered his brother Abel (Genesis 4:8). David murdered 

Uriah through others (2 Samuel 11:15). Killing through carelessness (Exodus 21:29 and 
Deuteronomy 22:8). Judas kill himself (Matthew 27:5). 

ABORTION 

   The living but unborn are persons in the sight of God from the time of conception. 
Since abortion takes a human life, it is not a moral option except to prevent the death of 
another person, the mother. 

152 Jeremiah 1:5 - Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were   
    born I set you apart. 

153 Psalm 139:16 - Your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me   
    were written in Your book before one of the came to be. 

 Bible narrative: John the Baptist leaped for joy while still in his mother’s womb. In 
doing so, John the Baptist and Elizabeth, by the Holy Spirit, acknowledged the unborn 
Jesus as Lord (Luke 1:41-44). 

  
EUTHANASIA 

   The severely handicapped, infirm, helpless, and aged are persons in the sight of 
God with life given by Him and to be ended only by Him. 

154 Proverbs 6:16-17 - There are six things the Lord hates, seven that are detestable to 
    Him: haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood. 

155 Proverbs 31:8 - Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the    
    rights of all who are destitute. 

156 Acts 17:25 - He Himself gives all men life and breath and everything else. 

 
 

 December 22, 2019
Fourth Sunday in Advent

St. John Ev. Lutheran Church

304 National Road

Palmer, Kansas 66962

Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor

“…do not fear to take Mary as your wife…”

The Fifth Commandment 

[God’s Gift of Life] 
You shall not murder. 

What does this mean?   We should fear and love God so that we do not 
hurt or harm our neighbor in his body, but help and support him in despise                   

 every physical need.
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