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June 23, 2019                                  Second Sunday after Pentecost 
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.  If you are a guest or 

visitor with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with 
us again.  Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Gruoner, and we 
hope to see you again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter.  As the Music 
for  Meditation begins,  you are  invited to  join in quiet,  preparation time for 
worship.  Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord 
speak to you; after the service, speak to one another.

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting Three (Page 184) 
Opening Hymn: 908 “Lord, Open Now My Heart to Hear”
Sermon Hymn: 744 “Amazing Grace”
Communion Hymn: 570 “Just as I Am, without One Plea”
Communion Hymn: 849 “Praise the One Who Breaks the Dawn”
Communion Hymn: 622 “Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared”
Closing Hymn: 528 “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please e-mail prayer requests to Pastor Holtorf at gholtorf@bluevalley.net. 
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time. 
Robbie Oelschlager – chronic pain            Kelly & Quinn Rhoades   

Acolyte this Sunday - Daniel Nabors 
Acolyte next Sunday - Ethan Bott 
Ushers this Sunday - *Aaron Stuenkel, John Bott, Lance Gerleve, & Elijah Meier 
Ushers next Sunday - *Jacob Bott, Brady Kolle, Cody Ohlde, & Ryan Stuenkel 
LYF mowing June 28 - Ashley Gerleve & Liz Bott 
LYF mowing July 6 - Eli & Ella Thalmann 

Upcoming Events

June 23 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion

June 30 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
7:30 p.m. Call Meeting

July 7 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion

Announcements

* A big thank you to Dwight and Ann Koch for repainting the fence and gate around 
the cemetery.  It looks great!

* There is a sign-up sheet for food for VBS is up on the hallway bulletin board. Please 
help bring an item! We really appreciate your help!!

* The wedding banner used for Bailey and Sami (Meier) Joonas’ wedding has been 
donated to the church and can be located among the other church banners. It is a 
beautiful banner so keep it in mind to use during weddings held here at St. John!

* ENDOWMENT GIVING PROGRAM: St. John's has approximately $5300 left in 
matching funds.  After July 15, both Zion and St. John's members will be free to use 
the remainder of the these funds. Remember, your donation helps reduce the 
church's bill to the school.   Please prayerfully consider making a donation today, 
which may be mailed to the school or given to a Linn Lutheran staff member.

* Linn Lutheran School is accepting applications for a part-time classroom aide for 
the 2019-20 school year.  Contact the school office @348-5792 for more info and an 
application.  Linn Lutheran is a great place to grow!

____________________________________________________________________

From “A Summary of the Christian Faith” by David Chytraeus (1568) 

On the Resurrection of the Dead. 

On the Last Day, God, by His omnipotent Word, will raise the bodies of all dead 
men and unite them with their souls, and the wicked will endure eternal 
punishment with the devil, and those who are pious and doing good works will 
gain eternal rewards in heaven. 

What is new obedience? 

... Good works, or the worship of God, are the actions of the mind, will, heart and 
external members which God has commanded, which the Holy Spirit has aroused 
and which we have done in faith to this end: that we show God and honor. 

* The quotation above is by David Chytraeus and is from his 1568 work A Summary of the 
Christian Faith. The English translation is by Rev. Dr. Richard Dinda and is published by 
Repristination Press. 



THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and 
glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only 
bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one 
another.  Our Lord invites to His Table those who trust His words, repent all 
sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves 
us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily, 
according to Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and because Holy 
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any 
who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from 
that of this congregation and the Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod, are 
asked to refrain from communing with us until such a time as they are 
properly instructed. 

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is available 
from our Ushers or Elders.  If you would like to learn more about the 
Sacrament of the Altar and our confessional position, I would be happy to 
visit with you.  

  -Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 

In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following statements 
as part of your self-examination 

❑ I admit that I am a sinner. (1 John 1:8-10) 

❑ I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, from 
Satan and death. (Acts 4:10-12, John 14:6) 

❑ I desire to live as God wants me to.  (John 14:15, 1 John 2:6) 

❑ I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and rose 
again. (John 3:16, Romans 8:14 & 1 John 5:11-12) 

❑ I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and that 
with the bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood.  (Matthew 
26:26-28, Mark 4:22-24, 1 Cor. 10:16, 22:23ff, Luke 22:17-20) 

❑ I forgive those who have wronged me. 
____________________________________________________________________

This week on KFUO.org, study the truth in Genesis 42-45 on Sharper Iron with Rev. 
Jonathan Fisk and guest pastors (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), hear about the new 
Evangelical Heritage Version of the Bible on The Coffee Hour (6/27 at 9:00 a.m. CT), 
and study Numbers 13-17 on Thy Strong Word with Rev. AJ Espinosa and guest 
pastors (weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT). Find these programs on demand at kfuo.org!

 

Introit 

Be to me a rock of refuge, to which I may contin- | ually come;* 
 you have given the command to save me, for you are my rock and   
 my | fortress. 

You who have made me see many troubles and calamities will  
revive | me again;* 
 from the depths of the earth you will bring me | up again. 
You will increase my | greatness* 
 and comfort | me again. 
I will also praise you with the harp for your faithfulness, | O my 
God;* 
 I will sing praises to you with the lyre, O Holy One of | Israel. 
My lips will shout for joy, when I sing prais- | es to you;* 
 my soul also, which you | have redeemed. 
And my tongue will talk of your righteous help all | the day long,* 
 for they have been put to shame and disappointed who sought   
 to | do me hurt. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Be to me a rock of refuge, to which I may contin- | ually come;* 
 you have given the command to save me, for you are my rock and   
 my | fortress. 

Collect for the Second Sunday after Pentecost 
O God, You have prepared for those who love You such good things as 
surpass our understanding. Cast out all sins and evil desires from us, and 
pour into our hearts Your Holy Spirit to guide us into all blessedness; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 



Old Testament Reading:  
Isaiah 65:1-9 
1 I was ready to be sought by those who did not ask for me; 
 I was ready to be found by those who did not seek me. 
I said, “Here am I, here am I,” 
 to a nation that was not called by my name. 
2 I spread out my hands all the day 
 to a rebellious people, 
who walk in a way that is not good, 
 following their own devices; 
3 a people who provoke me 
 to my face continually, 
sacrificing in gardens 
 and making offerings on bricks; 
4 who sit in tombs, 
 and spend the night in secret places; 
who eat pig’s flesh, 
 and broth of tainted meat is in their vessels; 
5 who say, “Keep to yourself, 
 do not come near me, for I am too holy for you.” 
These are a smoke in my nostrils, 
 a fire that burns all the day. 
6 Behold, it is written before me: 
 “I will not keep silent, but I will repay; 
I will indeed repay into their bosom 
 7 both your iniquities and your fathers’ iniquities together, 
says the Lord; 
because they made offerings on the mountains 
 and insulted me on the hills, 
I will measure into their bosom 
 payment for their former deeds.” 
8 Thus says the Lord: 
“As the new wine is found in the cluster, 
 and they say, ‘Do not destroy it, 
 for there is a blessing in it,’ 
so I will do for my servants’ sake, 
 and not destroy them all. 
9 I will bring forth offspring from Jacob, 
 and from Judah possessors of my mountains; 
my chosen shall possess it, 
 and my servants shall dwell there.” 

Epistle Reading:  
Galatians 3:23-4:7 
 23 Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned 
until the coming faith would be revealed. 24 So then, the law was our guardian 
until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith. 25 But now that 
faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, 26 for in Christ Jesus you are 

all sons of God, through faith. 27 For as many of you as were baptized into 
Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
slave nor free, there is neither male nor female, for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs 
according to promise. 
 1 I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, 
though he is the owner of everything, 2 but he is under guardians and managers 
until the date set by his father. 3 In the same way we also, when we were 
children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. 4 But when 
the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 
receive adoption as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of 
his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, 
but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 

Gospel Reading:  
Luke 8:26-39 
 26 Then they sailed to the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite 
Galilee. 27 When Jesus had stepped out on land, there met him a man from the 
city who had demons. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he had not 
lived in a house but among the tombs. 28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out and 
fell down before him and said with a loud voice, “What have you to do with me, 
Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me.” 29 For he had 
commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many a time it had 
seized him. He was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he 
would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the desert.) 30 Jesus then 
asked him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Legion,” for many demons had 
entered him. 31 And they begged him not to command them to depart into the 
abyss. 32 Now a large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside, and they 
begged him to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. 33 Then the 
demons came out of the man and entered the pigs, and the herd rushed down the 
steep bank into the lake and were drowned. 
 34 When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they fled and told it in the 
city and in the country. 35 Then people went out to see what had happened, and 
they came to Jesus and found the man from whom the demons had gone, sitting 
at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind, and they were afraid. 36 And 
those who had seen it told them how the demon-possessed man had been healed. 
37 Then all the people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked him to 
depart from them, for they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat 
and returned. 38 The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he 
might be with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39 “Return to your home, 
and declare how much God has done for you.” And he went away, proclaiming 
throughout the whole city how much Jesus had done for him. 

Please email any announcements for the bulletin to Theresa at 
theresa_meier@yahoo.com by noon on Friday.



CATECHETICAL REVIEW 

Section 4 
CHRISTIAN QUESTIONS WITH THEIR ANSWERS* 

(Part 2) 

PREPARED BY DR. MARTIN LUTHER FOR THOSE WHO  
INTEND TO GO TO THE SACRAMENT 

 After confession and instruction in the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the 
Lord’s Prayer, and the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, the pastor may 
ask, or Christians may ask themselves these questions: 

12.  What are the words of institution? 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and   

 when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:   
 “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of   
 Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given   
 thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new   
 testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This   
 do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

13. Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in the 
Sacrament? 

Yes, I believe it. 

14. What convinces you to believe this? 
The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, all of you, this is My   

 blood. 

15. What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood, and in this 
way receive His pledge? 

We should remember and proclaim His death and the shedding of His blood,   
 as He taught us: This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me. 

16. Why should we remember and proclaim His death? 
First, so we may learn to believe that no creature could make satisfaction for   

 our sins. Only Christ, true God and man, could do that. Second, so we may   
 learn to be horrified by our sins, and to regard them as very serious. Third, so   
 we may find joy and comfort in Christ alone, and through faith in Him be    
 saved. 

17. What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your sins? 
His great love for His Father and for me and other sinners, as it is written in   

 John 14, Romans 5, Galatians 2, and Ephesians 5. 

18. Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament? 
That I may learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, died for my sin, and   

 also learn from Him to love God and my neighbor. 

* The “Christian Questions with Their Answers,” designating Luther as the author, first 
appeared in an edition of the Small Catechism in 1551. 

 

 

 June 23, 2019
Second Sunday after Pentecost

St. John Ev. Lutheran Church

304 National Road

Palmer, Kansas 66962

Rev. Gene Holtorf, Guest Pastor

     “Return to your home, and declare
how much God has done for you.”
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