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May 12, 2019                                 Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.  If you are a guest or 

visitor with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with 
us again.  Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Gruoner, and we 
hope to see you again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter.  As the Music 
for  Meditation begins,  you are  invited to  join in quiet,  preparation time for 
worship.  Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord 
speak to you; after the service, speak to one another.

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting Three (Page 184) 
Opening Hymn: 466 “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia”
Sermon Hymn: 735 “Have No Fear Little Flock”
Communion Hymn: 710 “The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want”
Communion Hymn: 636 “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness”
Closing Hymn: 921 “On What Has Now Been Sown”

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please e-mail prayer requests to Pastor Holtorf at gholtorf@bluevalley.net. 
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time. 
Robbie Oelschlager – chronic pain            Kelly & Quinn Rhoades         

Acolyte this Sunday - Riana Spiehs 
Acolyte next Sunday - Camryn Beikmann 
Ushers this Sunday - *Eli Ohlde, Lance Gerleve, Trey Voelker, & Brady Kolle 
Ushers next Sunday - *Brett Peters, Jacob Bott, Alec Tiemeyer, Andrew Tiemeyer 
LYF mowing May 18 - Claire Beikmann & Ryan Stuenkel 
LYF mowing May 25 - Elijah Meier & Tyler Ohlde 

Please email any announcements for the bulletin to Theresa at 
theresa_meier@yahoo.com by noon on Friday.

Upcoming Events

May 12 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible class & Sunday school

May 19 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Final Adult Bible class & SS Party

May 26 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion

Announcements

* Sunday, May 19th, is our last Sunday school class. The kids will have a 
party outside (weather permitting), but everyone is welcome to join us 
around 10:00 a.m. for Root Beer floats outside by the playground!

* St. John has Called Pastor Mayes from Beemer, Nebraska. He is serving 
two congregations, Immanuel of Beemer, NE and Zion-St. John of Wisner, 
NE.  Please, keep Pastor Mayes in your prayers as he considers his Call to 
St. John, Palmer and the two congregations with his current Call.  

* Linn Lutheran School is accepting applications for a part-time classroom 
aide for the 2019-20 school year.  Contact the school office @348-5792 for 
more info and an application.  Linn Lutheran is a great place to grow!

* Do you have a child beginning Preschool in the Fall? They can also begin 
Sunday School! Please message or call Ann Ohlde at 632-0127 to get them 
signed up.

* A special collection for the offering TODAY, Mother’s Day, will be for the 
Armed Forces Commission.

* Bethlehem Lutheran Church LYF will sponsor their Annual Mother's Day 
Brunch TODAY, May 12th from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Costs are $10 for adults, $5 
for kids 5-12, and FREE for kids under 5. We hope to see you there! 

* The Kansas Honor Flight is now one of the places you can direct your 
Thrivent Choice Dollars.  Many area veterans have enjoyed this well 
deserved trip to visit the monuments of our nation’s capital.   Every dollar 
donated to the Honor Flight goes to trip expenses to honor our veterans 
as the staff is completely volunteer.

____________________________________________________________________

This week on KFUO.org, we wish all mothers a blessed Mother’s Day, hear the 
Truth in Genesis 24-26 on Sharper Iron with Rev. Jonathan Fisk and guest pastors 
(weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), continue in the Gospel of John on Thy Strong Word 
(weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT), and hear God’s Word in Daily Chapel at 10:00 a.m. 
CT. Find all your favorite programs on demand at kfuo.org or wherever you get 
your podcasts!



THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and 
glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only 
bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one 
another.  Our Lord invites to His Table those who trust His words, repent all 
sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves 
us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily, 
according to Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and because Holy 
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any 
who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from 
that of this congregation and the Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod, are 
asked to refrain from communing with us until such a time as they are 
properly instructed. 

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is available 
from our Ushers or Elders.  If you would like to learn more about the 
Sacrament of the Altar and our confessional position, I would be happy to 
visit with you.  

  -Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 

In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following statements 
as part of your self-examination 

❑ I admit that I am a sinner. (1 John 1:8-10) 

❑ I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, from 
Satan and death. (Acts 4:10-12, John 14:6) 

❑ I desire to live as God wants me to.  (John 14:15, 1 John 2:6) 

❑ I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and rose 
again. (John 3:16, Romans 8:14 & 1 John 5:11-12) 

❑ I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and that 
with the bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood.  (Matthew 
26:26-28, Mark 4:22-24, 1 Cor. 10:16, 22:23ff, Luke 22:17-20) 

❑ I forgive those who have wronged me. 

 

Introit 

I am the good | shepherd.* 
 I know my own and my own know me, and I lay down my life |   
 for the sheep. 

He chose David his servant and took him from the | sheepfolds;* 
 from following the nursing ewes he brought him to shepherd   
 Jacob his people, Israel his in- | heritance. 
With upright heart he shep- | herded them* 
 and guided them with his | skillful hand. 
But we your people, the sheep of your pasture, will give thanks to 
you for- | ever;* 
 from generation to generation we will re- | count your praise. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

I am the good | shepherd.* 
 I know my own and my own know me, and I lay down my life |   
 for the sheep. 

Collect for the Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the 
Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice 
of our Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each by name and follow 
where He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 



First Reading:  
Acts 20:17-35 
 17 Now from Miletus [Paul] sent to Ephesus and called the elders 
of the church to come to him. 18 And when they came to him, he said 
to them: 
 “You yourselves know how I lived among you the whole time 
from the first day that I set foot in Asia, 19 serving the Lord with all 
humility and with tears and with trials that happened to me through 
the plots of the Jews; 20 how I did not shrink from declaring to you 
anything that was profitable, and teaching you in public and from 
house to house, 21 testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance 
toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 22 And now, behold, 
I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not knowing what 
will happen to me there, 23 except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me 
in every city that imprisonment and afflictions await me. 24 But I do 
not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I 
may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord 
Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. 25 And now, behold, 
I know that none of you among whom I have gone about proclaiming 
the kingdom will see my face again. 26 Therefore I testify to you this 
day that I am innocent of the blood of all of you, 27 for I did not 
shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God. 28 Pay careful 
attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit 
has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he 
obtained with his own blood. 29 I know that after my departure fierce 
wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 30 and from 
among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to 
draw away the disciples after them. 31 Therefore be alert, 
remembering that for three years I did not cease night or day to 
admonish everyone with tears. 32 And now I commend you to God 
and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to give 
you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 33 I coveted 
no one’s silver or gold or apparel. 34 You yourselves know that these 
hands ministered to my necessities and to those who were with me.   
35 In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we 
must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how 
he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” 

Epistle Reading:  
Revelation 7:9-17  
 9 After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one 
could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and 
languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in 
white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with 
a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, 
and to the Lamb!” 11 And all the angels were standing around the 
throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they 
fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying, 
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor 
and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
 13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, 
clothed in white robes, and from where have they come?” 14 I said to 
him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones coming 
out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
15 “Therefore they are before the throne of God, 
 and serve him day and night in his temple; 
 and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 
16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; 
 the sun shall not strike them, 
 nor any scorching heat. 
17 For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, 
 and he will guide them to springs of living water, 
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

Gospel Reading:  
John 10:22-30 
 22 At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It 
was winter, 23 and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the colonnade 
of Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, 
“How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us 
plainly.” 25 Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. 
The works that I do in my Father’s name bear witness about me,       
26 but you do not believe because you are not part of my flock. 27 My 
sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give 
them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch 
them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is 
greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s 
hand. 30 I and the Father are one.” 



CATECHETICAL REVIEW 

DAILY PRAYERS 
AS THE HEAD OF THE FAMILY SHOULD TEACH HIS HOUSEHOLD TO PRAY MORNING 

AND EVENING 

Morning Prayer 
In the morning when you get up, make the sign of the holy cross and say: 
In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Then, kneeling or standing, repeat the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer. If you 

choose, you may also say this little prayer: 
 I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that   

 You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You    
 would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and   
 life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, 
 and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no   
 power over me. Amen. 

Then go joyfully to your work, singing a hymn, like that of the Ten 
Commandments, or whatever your devotion may suggest. 

Evening Prayer 
In the evening when you go to bed, make the sign of the holy cross and say: 
In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Then, kneeling or standing, repeat the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer. If you 

choose, you may also say this little prayer: 
 I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that   

 You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all   
 my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into   
 Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul,  and all things. Let Your holy 
 angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

Then go to sleep at once and in good cheer. 
________________________________________________________________ 

From “A Summary of the Christian Faith” by David Chytraeus (1568) 

What is the ministry of the Gospel? 
The ministry of the Gospel is the office which God has instituted, the office of 
preaching and confessing the Word of God, the Law and the Gospel concerning 
Christ, in the public assembly of the Church; of rightly administering the 
sacraments; of announcing the forgiveness of sins or of absolving those who repent; 
of excommunicating the obstinate; and of ordaining ministers of the Church, 
through which God is truly effective for the salvation of all who believe, Luke 24; 
Matt. 10;18 and 28; Rom. 10; Eph. 4; 1 Tim. 5; 2 Tim. 2. 

What is ordination? 
In general, the ordination of ministers is the ritual by which the public testimony is 
given in the presence of the entire Church of a certain person that he has been 
legitimately called and is fit to teach the Gospel and administer the sacrament. 

* The quotation above is by David Chytraeus and is from his 1568 work A Summary of the 
Christian Faith. The English translation is by Rev. Dr. Richard Dinda and is published by 
Repristination Press. 
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My sheep hear My Voice and 
I know them, and they follow Me.


	St. John Ev. Lutheran Church
	Palmer, Kansas 66962
	Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor   Mrs. Sheila Stuenkel, Organist
	E-mail: zionlinn@bluevalley.net   Office Phone : (785) 348-5332
	Pastor Gruoner - Home: (785) 348-5316;
	Cell: (785) 447-9138 (emergency only)
	Website: www.stjohnpalmer.net
	Member – Linn Lutheran School Association
	Mr. David Beikmann – Principal & Teacher; Email: linnluth@bluevalley.net;
	Mrs. Laura Stunkel, Mrs. Kelsey Hatesohl & Mrs. Shawna Spiehs – Teachers
	Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.  If you are a guest or visitor with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with us again.  Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Gruoner, and we hope to see you again soon.
	Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter.  As the Music for Meditation begins, you are invited to join in quiet, preparation time for worship.  Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord speak to you; after the service, speak to one another.
	Liturgy – Divine Service Setting Three (Page 184)
	Opening Hymn: 466 “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia”
	Sermon Hymn: 735 “Have No Fear Little Flock”
	Communion Hymn: 710 “The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want”
	Communion Hymn: 636 “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness”
	Closing Hymn: 921 “On What Has Now Been Sown”
	PRAYER REQUESTS
	Please e-mail prayer requests to Pastor Holtorf at gholtorf@bluevalley.net. Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time.
	Robbie Oelschlager – chronic pain            Kelly & Quinn Rhoades
	May 12, 2019
	Fourth Sunday of Easter

