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December 30, 2018                       First Sunday after Christmas 
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.  If you are a guest or 

visitor with us today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with 
us again.  Please take the time to introduce yourself to Pastor Gruoner, and we 
hope to see you again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter.  As the Music 
for  Meditation begins,  you are  invited to  join in quiet,  preparation time for 
worship.  Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord 
speak to you; after the service, speak to one another.

Liturgy – Service of Prayer and Preaching (Page 260) 
Installation of Officers (Page 265) - following the offering

Opening Hymn: 368 “Angels We Have Heard on High”
Sermon Hymn: 897 “O Rejoice, Ye Christians, Loudly”
New Testament Canticle: 937 “Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace”
Closing Hymn: 364 “Away in a Manger”

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please e-mail prayer requests to Pastor Holtorf at gholtorf@bluevalley.net. 
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time. 
Robbie Oelschlager – chronic pain          Kay Bott – cancer recovery 
Henry Maseman - congestive heart failure          Family of Ewald Ohlde 

Acolytes today - Sophia Bott & Mason Tiemeyer 
Acolytes next Sunday - Elijah Meier & Conner Ohlde 
Ushers today - *Brett Peters, Aaron Stuenkel, Eli Thalmann, Nathan Ohlde 
Ushers next Sunday - *Tyler Ohlde, Evan Bott, Eli Thalmann, Brett Peters 

Upcoming Events

December 30 8:30 a.m. Service of Prayer and Preaching 
with Installation of Officers 

9:45 a.m. NO Kids’ Christmas party (postponed) 
NO Adult Bible class

January 2 NO St. John Midweek

January 6 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible class & Sunday school

January 9 5:30 p.m. St. John Midweek

January 13 8:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Adult Bible class & Sunday school
10:30 a.m. Voter’s Assembly meeting
11:45 a.m. New Member Potluck

Announcements

* SUNDAY SCHOOL: We will no longer designate the 3rd Sunday to 
Kids’ Choir during Sunday school. Instead, the kids will have a brief 
practice in the “opening room” before Sunday school every Sunday.

* The “New Member Potluck” will be held on Sunday, Jan. 13th; drinks 
and table service will be provided. Check “Upcoming Events” above for 
specific times & sequence of the morning’s schedule!

* The LWML Prayer Partners for 2019 have been assigned and are in 
your church boxes.

* The Bethlehem Greenleaf LWML will be sponsoring an ingathering in 
December 2018 and January 2019 for Orphan Grain Train. Items are 
needed various disasters that have occurred in the U.S. and worldwide 
are: cloth & disposable diapers, layettes, formula, non-perishable food, 
large trash bags, brooms, 5-gal. buckets, dust mops, safety goggles, 
tarps, wheel barrows, generators, square shovels, towels & wash 
cloths, tooth brushes, soap, kids’ backpacks, new coloring books, 
pencils, pens, paper, notebooks, crayons, new socks, shoes, underwear, 
soccer balls, basketballs, baseball equipment, adult diapers, wheel 
chairs, walkers, disposable gowns & gloves. Online donations can also 
be made to OGT via their website. Please contact Michele Voelker at 
(785) 747-2427 with any questions.



Old Testament Reading: 
Exodus 13:1–3a, 11–15 

Consecration of the Firstborn 
 1The Lord said to Moses, 2“Consecrate to me all the firstborn. 
Whatever is the first to open the womb among the people of Israel, both 
of man and of beast, is mine.” 

The Feast of Unleavened Bread 
 3Then Moses said to the people, “Remember this day in which you 
came out from Egypt, out of the house of slavery, for by a strong hand 
the Lord brought you out from this place. . . . 

 11“When the Lord brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as he 
swore to you and your fathers, and shall give it to you, 12you shall set 
apart to the Lord all that first opens the womb. All the firstborn of your 
animals that are males shall be the Lord’s. 13Every firstborn of a donkey 
you shall redeem with a lamb, or if you will not redeem it you shall break 
its neck. Every firstborn of man among your sons you shall redeem. 
14And when in time to come your son asks you, ‘What does this mean?’ 
you shall say to him, ‘By a strong hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt, 
from the house of slavery. 15For when Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let 
us go, the Lord killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the 
firstborn of man and the firstborn of animals. Therefore I sacrifice to the 
Lord all the males that first open the womb, but all the firstborn of my 
sons I redeem.’” 

Epistle Reading: 
Colossians 3:12–17 
 12Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, 
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13bearing with one another 
and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the 
Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14And above all these 
put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15And 
let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were 
called in one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts 
to God. 17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

Gospel Reading: 
Luke 2:22–40 

Jesus Presented at the Temple 
 22When the time came for their purification according to the Law of 
Moses, [Mary and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present 
him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male 
who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24and to 
offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair 
of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25Now there was a man in 
Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and 
devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was 
upon him. 26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 
would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he 
came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the 
child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28he took 
him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 

 29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 
  according to your word; 
 30for my eyes have seen your salvation 
  31that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
  and for glory to your people Israel.” 

 33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about 
him. 34And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, 
this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a 
sign that is opposed 35(and a sword will pierce through your own soul 
also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 
 36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the 
tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband 
seven years from when she was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she 
was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with 
fasting and prayer night and day. 38And coming up at that very hour she 
began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting 
for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

The Return to Nazareth 
 39And when they had performed everything according to the Law of 
the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 
40And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the 
favor of God was upon him. 



CATECHETICAL REVIEW 

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 
as the Head of the Family Should Teach Them in a Simple Way to His 
Household. 

The First Commandment 
You shall have no other gods. 
What does this mean?  
We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things. 

The Second Commandment 
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 
What does this mean? 
We should fear and love God that we do not curse, swear, use 
satanic arts, lie, or deceive by His name, but call upon it in every 
trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks. 

The Third Commandment 
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
What does this mean? 
We should fear and love God that we do not despise preaching and 
His Word, but hold it sacred and gladly hear and learn it. 

The Fourth Commandment 
Honor your father and your mother. 
What does this mean? 
We should fear and love God so that we do not despise or anger our 
parents and other authorities, but honor them, serve and obey them, 
love and cherish them. 

The Fifth Commandment 
You shall not murder. 
What does this mean? 
We should fear and love God so that we do not hurt or harm our 
neighbor in his body, but help and support him in every physical 
need. 

Please email any announcements for the bulletin to Theresa at 
theresa_meier@yahoo.com by noon on Friday.

Introit 

The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the | 
nations,* 
 and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation | of our God.  

Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done | marvelous 
things!* 
 His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation | for 
 him. 
The Lord has made known his sal- | vation;* 
 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the |     
 nations. 
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the 
house of | Israel.* 
 All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our    
 God. 
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, | all the earth;* 
 break forth into joyous song and sing | praises! 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the | 
nations,*  
 and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation | of our God. 

Collect for the First Sunday after Christmas 
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in 
the incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human 
nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to 
be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 



From Martin Luther’s 1528 Confession of Faith 

Accordingly I reject and condemn also as being 
nothing but the devil's crew and error all monastic orders, 
rules, cloisters, foundations, and whatever has been 
invented and established by men over and beyond the 
Scriptures, and was upheld with vows and self-imposed 
duties; although many great saints have lived in them, 
and, though being the elect of God, were yet for the time 
being deceived by them, yet at last were delivered 
through faith in Jesus Christ. For since men live in such 
orders, foundations and sects, thinking that by such ways 
and works they will and can be saved, escape sin and 
death, it is an open, dreadful blasphemy and denial of the 
only help and grace of our only Savior and Mediator 
Jesus Christ; for there is no other name given unto us by 
which we may be saved, except this, which is called 
Jesus Christ, Acts 4:12; and it is impossible that there 
should be more saviors, ways or means of being saved, 
than through the only righteousness, which our Savior 
Jesus Christ is and has given to us and presented to God 
as our only propitiation (or mercy-seat), Romans 3:25. 

 

 

December 30th, 2018
First Sunday after Christmas

St. John Ev. Lutheran Church

304 National Road

Palmer, Kansas 66962

Rev. David Gruoner, Vacancy Pastor
Martin Luther’s 1528 confession of faith is from The Distinctive Doctrines of the 
Different Christian Confessions in the Light of the Word of God  by Karl Graul 
(1814-1864). The 1897 English translation by D. M. Martens is in the public domain. 
The full text of Luther’s confession may be downloaded at the website below. 

... after three days they found Him 
in the Temple


